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W E have read the Trcatifi 
intituled. An Expofiti- 
* on of the Do&rine of the Ca~ 
tholic Church in Matters of 
Controverfie, Compofed by the 
Right Reverend James Benigne 
Boffuet , Bifhop and Lord of Con- 
dom , Preceptor to his Royal 
Highnefs, the Dauphin. And 
we declare , That after having ex- 
amined it, with as much applica- 
tion 4** the importance of the 
matter required, we have found 
the Dodfrine , contained in it 
conformable to the Catholic Apor 
ftolic and Roman Faith . And 
therefore we thinks our felves obli- 
ged to propofe it, as fuch , tothofi 
whom God has committed to our 
charge . We are certain, the Faith- 
ful will be edified by it, and we hope 
f •* A 2 thofe 
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thoje of the Pretended Reform'd 
Religion , who read this fforj^ 
with attention , will receive' from 
it fb right an underft apdin# as 
may conduce to put thenr info t#e 
way of Salvation, 


CHARLES MAURICE LE 
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.ADVERTISEMENT 

Upon Account of 

This Prcfent Edition. 

* 4 

G NE would have thought, 
thofe of the Pretended Re- 
form’d Religion, in reading 
this Treadle, ihould at leaft have 
granted , The Do&rine of the 
Church was faithfully expounded in 
it. The leaft they could have al- 
lowed a Biflbop, was to have under- 
ftood his own Religion, and to have 
fpoke without difguife, in a Matter, 
where to diflcmble would be a 
Crime. But, neverthelels,' it has 
fallen out otherwife. This Treaufe, 
whilft a Manufcript, was made ufe 
of to inftruft feveral particular Per-, 
fons, and many Copies of it were 
difperfed. "Upon which the ftneerer 
>part of thepretendly Reform’d were 
almoft every where heard to fay. 
That if it were approved, it would 
in reality take away great Difficul- 
A 4 ties..;. 



An Mvertifement. 

ties \ But that the Author durft ne- 
ver pubjifli it, aaclif he {hould, he 
would not efcape the Genlure of all 
thofe of his Communion , particu- 
larly that of Rom, which would not 
frame it fetf to fris Maxims After 
(ome time, nevcrthetefs, tjris Book, 
thus condemned to a' perpetual ob- 
scurity , appeared u&erea in with 
the Approbation of feveral Bi&ops-$ 
And the Author, who knew very 
well he had only exprelTed in it the 
■•Mind of the Council of Trent , ap- 
prehended not thofe Cenfures threat- 
ned by the Reformers. 

It was not. certainly probable the 
Catholic Faith Ihould be betray- 
ed, in ftead of being expounded, by 
a Bifhop *, who, after having preach- 
ed the Gofpel all his Cfe-time, with- 
out the draft fufpickm of his Do- 
ctrine, had been newly called to in- 
fir u£t a Prince, whom the greateft 
King in the World, and the moft 
zealous Defender of the Religion ot 
his Anceftors, caules to be educated 
in fuch a manner, that he may be 
one day one of its principal Supports. 
But thefe Gentlemen of the pretend- 
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ed Reformation ceafed not to perfe- 
vere in their firft Opinion. They 
expelled every moment when Ca- 
tholics fbptftd oppofe this 
Rome ic.felf condemn it< 

• The occaiion of thistheir imagi- 
nation Was, that the major; part, who 
know nothing of our Doctrine, but 
4S reprefented to them by their Mi- 
injftcrs under the molt hideous Ideas, . s 
know it not again wlien fhown in its r <■ 
natural Drefs. So that it was no hard' *■ 
task to reprefent the Author of the 
Expofition to them, as. one who mol- 
lified the Sentiments of his Religion, . 
and fought out proper and qualifying v 

.Moderations to content all Parties. : : 

•• hTheretias appeared two Anfwers 
to thisTreatift. The Author of the 
firft would not difeover his Name, 
and till he himfelf be pleafed to de- 
clare it, we will not reveal the Se- 
cret. It is enough to us, that this 
Work was approved by the Mini- M.chude 
fters of Ckarentori) and fent to the & Langlel 
Author of the Expofition by the late 
M. Cowart , one endowed with all -Alfa. 
that Catholics could defire in a Man, 
-excepting a better Religion- The 
A 5 other 
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other Anfwer was written by M. No* 
guler a Minifter, who is amongft 
them of great repute,* and has the ; 
Ar. p. 3. cfteem of an able Divine. They 
112,113, both pretended the Expedition was 
124,137, contrary to the Decihonsof the 
Sl n ‘ Council of Trent. They both al- 
<53,94,95, firm the very Defign it felf, of Ex- • 
109, iW pounding the Do&rine of theCoun- 
An.p. 10. cil, to be prohibited by the P$te': 
Nog.p.40.: ^nd [bey both take care to' fay, that 
27.P* 20 ’ M. de Condom does only mince and 
• An. Avert, extenuate the Do&rineof his Ro- 
p. 24* ligion. Asjihey reprcfent him, one 
Rep. p. 3 *. would think that he relents, that he 
I “ ^™ n S° ver to them, that he a, 

bandons the Sentiments of his own 
* Church, and embraces* tRofc of the 
An. Avert. Pretended Reform’d. In fine r His 
p. 25, 2 6, Treatife agrees not with that Profef- 
27,28,29. bon of Faith which the R oman Church 
propofes to all thole who are of her 
Corhmunion,and they reprefent him 
d < • at defiance with every Article. :*’.V 
! If we believe the Anonyms , this 
An. Avert.: Prelate is come to a fair Compofition 
** 27 ' about Tranf MmtUtion. > He is wil- 

ling to content hiimfelf with fuch a 
Reality of the Body of JESVS 
- - ? CHRIST I 

m s * 
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HKIST in the Sacrament as the. 

Pretended Reform’d thcmfelves be- 
lieve. When he treats of the Invo- 
cation of Saints, He endeavor? to A’n.p. 24. 
middle and extenuate this fVorm'p 
of the Rowan Church 3 both as to her 
Tenets and Pra&ice. Together with 
the Veneration of Saints, he j of tens Ajj.p. 24. 
that of Images, at aljo the Articles of 
Stttisfdlion, Sacrifice ofjheMAs^ar.d 
the Pope's Authority . As tor Images, 
he is ajhamed of the Excels tojrhub 
tUe Doctrine at mil at the Practice hat 
been carried. The • Anony/nun^ who 
reprefen ts him as if he had changed 
the Council of Trents Expreffion in - 
the Article of Satisfaction, will needs . r <j 

have ft, that this change in the Ex- 
trejji n proceeds from an Alteration 
which he introduces in the Doctrine. 

In fine, he reprefents him as one who 
is going over to the Sentiments of 
the New Reformation ; or, to life 
his own Exprellion, like the Dove p. j io .. 
which returns to the Ark^ not finding 
where to reft his foot . 

He not only lays to his charge An.p*i©4, 
particular Opinions about the Merits 3 < 58 . 
of Good Works, and the Authority 


4 $ 

An. p.<5<*. 
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of the Pope *, but feems ready,' if 
we would conform our felves to the - 
Do&rine of the Expofirion, to ad- 
‘ ■ mit the two Articles which to much 

perplex thofe of his Gommuntoa 
am- There is nothing generally more 
^ 22>26. frequently repeated m his Book, than 
Uep, p. 3, the Reproaches he carts upon the 
Author of the Exporttion, for de- 
ferring the Communion of the Church 
Ai&Avert. of Rome. He wifhes all thofe of Ms 
&>*• de Condom's Communion would re> 

. duce themfelves to the Moderations 

in this Book, and writeconfdrmablv 
to its fenfe.- This wculd (fays he a 
little after) be a happy beginning of 
a Reformation* which might have 
much more happy confluences. 

Nay more, he takes an advantage 
from thefe pretended Alleviations., 
Mn.p. ^. Theje Softnings of M. de Condom 
flays he,) are fo far from giving m 
an lUQfinion of our Reformation , they 
confirm m that good and moderate 
Perfons themfelves condemn (at leaft a. 
great deal) that we do , and by confe- 
rence in fome meafure acknowledge cl. 
Reformation to be ufeful and necejfary. 

•. 'He'fhoaid have concluded quite 

other-. 
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other wife. For a Reformation, fuch 
as theirs is,- which tends to a change 
in pcdfcrine, ought not to regard 
thole things- which are condemned r >« 
already by common content. But 
the Pretended Reform’d are willing 
to perfuade themfelves , the Ho- 
ne ft and moderate Perfom in. Com- 
munion with home, amongft which 
number they allow M. de Condom a 
place, in many things abandon the 
Sentiments of their Church , fcnd 
come over as much as they can to 
the New Reformation. 

' *- Thus you fee whar they are made 
believe by this flrange manna* of • 
mif-reprefcnting the Catholic Doh 
& rinc. Being accuftomed to that 
hideous and terrible Form in which 
their M millers reprefent it in their 
Pulpirs, they imagine thofe Catho- 
lics who lay it open in its natural 
Purity, difguife and alter it : The 
more" juftly we reprefent it as it is, 
the lefs are they acquainted with it ; 
and they imagine we are going over 
to them, when we only difabufe them 
of their falfe Preoccupations* 

. *Tis true, they fay npt always the 

fame 
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An Advertifement. 

fame thing. The Amnymus , who 
accufes M- de Condom of making - 
fuch confiderable Alterations in the 
Do&rine of the Church, tells u s,tbis 
Expojition h.vs nothing new in it , but 
a dextrous and delicate turn , and, in 
fine, nothing but apparent qualifying , 
which confifting only in fme Exprejfi - 
ons , or in things of final! confequence y , 
gives no body any jatis fusion, and on- 
ly raifes new Difficulties, in Jlead of re- * 
folving old . 

So that he feems to be forry for 
having reprefented the Expofition as 
a Book which made an alteration in 
the Faith of the Church in all its 


principal Points, qptonlyin the Ex- 
prcffions, but in the Do&rine. 

Let him take if which way he 
pleafes. If he continue to think a 
Book., fo truly Catholic as the Ex- 
pohtion, contrary to fo many im- 
portant Points q{ the Roman faith, 
he fhows himfelf never to have haa 


any thing but falfe Ideas of its Do- 
ilrine. And if it be true, that by 
fweetning only the Exprellions, or 
retrenching, as he fays, matters of 
hnall coafequence , the CathoHck 
•: Do&rinc 
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An Advertifintent. 

"Dextrine feems to him fo much 
more tradable , he will in the end 
find the Grounds of it were better 
than he imagined. 

But the truth of the matter is* 
M. de Condom has not betrayed his 
>Confdcnce,nor difiembled the Faith 
of the Church, in which the Ho- 
ly Ghoft has placed him Bifhop* 
And the Pretended Reform’d could 
not ; perfwade themfelves that, a Do- 
drine which already appears lefs 
flrange by the foie Expoiition of it, 
and that an Expofition fo plain, lo 
eafie , and fo fhort , fhould be 
that Dodrifte which their Minifters 
reptefentqd to them full of Blafphe- 
mv and Idolatrous. 

*We ought, no doubt ,to give God 
thanks fbrfucha difpofition, becaufe 
although it Ihew in them a ftrange 
prejudice againft us, yet it gives us 
hopes they will look upon our Te- 
nets with a more equal temper, 
when once they are fatisfied that the 
Dodrine of, this Treatifc ^ which 
feems to them already more plea- 
ling , is the pure Doctrine of. the 
Church. So thapwe are fo for from 
fW* ' being 



- Ah 

b:ing angnf at^em for making Co 
great a‘diffieulty to believe us when 
we propofe our Faith* tothem, that 
wc are obliged, in* Charity to give 
them Lights fo clear ana -evident, 
that they may riot hereafter doubt 
but it was faithfully expounded to 
them. The thihg fiiews it felf, and 
we need but tell them how this Trea- 
tife of the Exposition, which they 
believe is contrary not only to the com- 
mon Tenets of the VeCtors of the Ro- 
mm Charcht b ut alfo to the mrds and 
DoCtrine of the Council , is approved 
by the whole Church ; and that af- 
ter having received di/ers Teft imb- 
rues of Approbation from Rome^ as 
well as from other places, it ha$ # at 
lafl been approved by the Pope him- 
felf in the mod exprefs and moft 
Authentick manner that could be 
expe&ed. - ' ’ . "• J 

This Book had no fooner appear- 
ed in publkk, but the good repute 
it had throughout France was tefti- 
bed to the Author by Letters from 
all forts of People, from Lay-Per- 
rons, EcclefiafKeks , Religious, and 
Dottors, but efpeciafly from the 

mod 
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ffcoft Learned places of ' die 
Church 3 whofe Tdh’monies he 
could even then have produced,had 
the Subjcd ben ever lb little dubious . 
ornewi ; * , . 

But bceaufe the Pretended Re- 
form’d are apt to believe us in France 
to have particular thoughts and Te- 
nets which approach nearer theirs in 
matters of Faidu than the reft of 
the Church, ana particularly than 
R owe : it isconvenient we ftiould let 
than fc<? how matters there were car-? 
ried on. ; 

As foon as this Treatifc was come 
forth. Cardinal Bouillon lent it to 
Cardinal Bona , deftring him to ex- 
amine it with the utmoft Rigour.Ler- 
ters could no foorier return from 
Rome to Parity but there came alfo 
from this Learned and Holy Cardi- 
nal, whofe Memory will be perpe- 
tuated in the Church with eternal 
Bencdidions, that honourable ap- 
probation jof his, which you will 
find in the fequel among the reft 
that we fliall fpeak of. 

The Book was Printed the firft 
time about the' end of the year 1671 . 

' And 
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And this Cardinals anfwcr is dated 
the 16. January, 1672, 

Cardinal Sigifmmd , whole death 
the whole Church doth ftill regret, 
writ no lefs * favourably concerning 
it, to A 7 . /* Abbe cle. Vangeau. He 
tells us exprefly, that//, de Condom 
has fpoken very well of the Popes Au- 
thority; and whereas this Abbot had 
written him word,- thatfomc ferupu- 
louS perfons here apprehended left this 
Lxpofition fhoiild be looked upon at 
K<me 9 as one of thofe Explications of 
the Council prohibited by Pope Pi- 
us IV * hefhews how ill grounded this 
fcruple is. He addf, that he found 
the Mafter of the Sacred Palace, the 
Secretary, and the Confulters of the 
Congregation delP Indice, all the Car- 
dinals that compofe it, and in par- 
ticular the Leamed Cardinal Branca* 
Prefident of it, of the fame opinion, 
and that they did all of them highly 
applaud this Trcatife of the Expou- 
tion. This Letter bears date the 5 \th. 
of April* 1677. 

The Reverend Father Hyacinth 
tibelli a famous Divine,whofe Merits 
and great Learning raifeahim fhortly 
. . •' after 


Digitized by Google 



j4tt ddvertifement. 

after to the Dignity of Archbifhop of 
Avigmn, was at that time Matter of' 
the Sacred Palace. His Letter of the 
1.6th. of April, 1672. written to his 
E. the Cardinal Sigifmond\{hcm what 
efteemhehadof this Book ; for he 
tells him, there is notfo much as the 
Jhadotv of a fault in it, and that if the 
Author defire it jhould be Printed at 
Rome, hemllgt've all the neceffary 
Permiffiont , nithout altering the leaf 
tittlein.it . - • 

.In effeift M- I Abbe famous 
for the Journal des Scavans which he 
writes’ with fo much elegance and 
exafrnefs, was at that time about an 
Italian Verfion of it, which hisJE. the 
Cardinal de Efirees caufed to be re-' 
viewed,and did himfclf perufe fome 
of the principal parts,that it might be 
entirely conformable to the original. 

The Book had been already, done 
into Englifh by the late Abbot Mm- 
whole zeal and vertue is known 
to the whole World, and there want- 
ed not feveral Tettimonics to fliew. 
that his Verfion was well received 
. by all the , Catholicks of England. 
This Tranllation was Printed 





in the Year 1672 $ ' and in the Year 
1675. it was put into Irijh^ and 
Printed at Rome by the Printers of 
the Congregation de Propaganda Fi- 
de. , •, . •. , 

The Author of this V erfion,Reve-; 
repd Father Porter , of the Holy Or- 
der of St. Francis^ ~and Superiour of 
the Convent of St. Ifidor its, had feme 
time before ordered a Book called 
Securn Evangelic a to be Printed at 
Rom it felf, in which a great part of 
this Treatife erf the Expofmqn was 
inferred, to prove the Tenets of the 
Church, when faithfully expound- 
ed, are fo far from ruining the Foun- 
dations of Faith 5 that they eftablilh 
them, v • •. v . ;• 

In the mean time the Italian Ver- 
fidn went on with an exa&ncfs wlrich, 
became a Subjeft of that importance, 
where one Word ill rendred, would 
fpoil the whole Work * and the Re- 
verend Father. Capijucclji^ Matter of 
tire Sacred PaUct, Licenfedit to be 


Printed in the Year'll as^ppears, 
by his Anfwer of- tne 27th of June 
following, to M. de Conda&'s litter 
of Thanfe for it. ' t -l 

This 
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This Prelate, after having heard? 
from feveral parts of Germany , how 
th is Treatife had been well approv- 
ed of there, received a more- ample 
TefHmony of it in a Letter of the 
27th of April from the Bifhop ' 
and Prince 01 Paderborn, then Coad- 
jfitor, and at prefent Bifhop of Munfter ; 
in which that Prelate, whofe name 
bears with it his Elogim, fays, that 
he took care this work ihould be 
turned into Latin y that it might be 
made Common, every where, and’ 
efpecially in Germany : blit the fuc- 
ceeding Wars, or fome other occupa- 
tions having hindred the perform- 
ance of it,the Bifhopgof Caftory , Apo- 
ftolical Vicar in the United Provinces, 
was defirous that a Latin Veriion, 
which the Author himfelf had exa- 
mined, might be made publick, and ' 
accordingly it was Printed at Ant- 
werp in the Year 1678. • 

Net longafter^ in the fame Year, 
by the fame Bi (hop’s order, this; 
Treatife was again Printed at Ant- 
werp in Dutch, with the Approbati- 
on of the Ordinary, and the Do- 
ctors in thde Parts, fo verv profita- 
N ■ • ' ' ble- 
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ble did this Prelate, 4 ' who compofes 
fuch excellent things himfelf, judge 
this to be for the Inftru&ion of his 
People. ^ * ... 

The Bilhop of Strasbourgh, who, 
norwithftanding th^miferies of War, 
was no Ids careful of his Flock, re* 
folved, about the fame time, to pro- 
cure that this Book might be turned 
into High Dutch, and publifhed with 
a Paftoral Letter to all thofe of his 
Diocefs ; and having advertifed the 
Pope of his Defign, his Holinds 
caufed him to be informed, That 
he tyerv the Bookjong before ; and that 
evs he had heard from all Parts it trot 
the occafion of many Corner {ions, jo 
the Tranjlation of it could not but be 
advantageous to his People. 

About this time the Italian Verfi* 
on was finifhed with all the exadnefs 
and elegancy po(lible.Monfieur hAbbe 
HazAri dedicated it to the Cardinals 
of the Congregation de Propaganda 
Fide , by whofe order it was printed 
in the fame Year 1678. by the Prin- 
ters belonging to that C^ongregation, 

' _ In the Front of this Verfion was 
placed Cardinal Bona's Letter, the 
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Copy of which was found at Rome , 
in the Hands of his Secretary , as 
alfo the Approbation of M. /’ Abbe 
Ricci,Q onluitor of'the Holy Office 
of Reverend Father M. Laurence 
Brancati de Laterea^ Religious of the 

• Order of St. Francis , Confultor and 

• Qualificator of the Holy Office, and 
Bibliothecarian of the Vatican ; and 
of M. /* Abbe Oradi , Confultor of 
the Congregation del! Indice , and 
Bibliothecarian of the Vatican: that 
is , by the chief Men in Rome for 

> Piety and Learning. 

This Book was prefented to the 
Pope, is the Latin Tranllation had 
been before. And he had the good- 
nels to order M. I Abbe de St . Luke 
to write to the Author, and to let 
him know that he was latisfied with 
it; which he alio repeated fevcral 
times to the French Embaifador. 


The Au^pr, who thought he had 
nothing more to wilh for after fuch 
an Approbation, gave, with a pro- 
found Refpedt, n is moll humble 
Thanks to the Pope, . in a Letter 
dated Nov. 22. 1678. In anfwer to , 
which, he received a Breve from his 

Holinefs 
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Holinefs of the Fourth of Jan. 167^ 
which contains fuch an exprefs ap- 
piobation of this Book, that it can- 
not be heitata* doubtedy but it 
maintains the pure Do&rine of the 
Church , and of the Apoflolick 
See. • 

After this approbation, I needed* 
not to have mentioned any others ; 
but I was willing to fhew how this- 
Book* which was thrcacned by the 
.Minifters witfofuch oppolition in the 
Church, and which they imagined 
was fo contrary to her common Do- 
Corine . has naturally ( as ImavfayJ 
pafTed-throtigh all the degree^)! Ap-; 
probation, tillit cametotharof the‘ 
Pope himfelf, which* confirms all the 
reft. . v . • . ' . ' ' ; . ' 1 a - 

Thofe of the Pretended Reform- 
An. Avert, c d Religion, *may atprefent fee how 
P’ 2 3 > they were impofedupon, when they 
were cold, t iha fterfvn. \nmn^ 
and that a Catbolickjooy n>ho twit 
gainft this Expofifion of Ml de Con- 
dom. It woukfcertainlybe a* ftrange 
thing, this good Catholick , un- 
known ta.all others of that Rdigh 
, on,, fhould make the Enemies of- the • 

■ ' :i Church 
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Church his only Confidents in a 
Work which he dcfigncd againfta 
Bifhop of his own Communion .But 
this Imaginary Writer makes the 
World ftav too long 5 and the Pre- . 
tended Reform’d are too credulous^ * 

' if they fuffer themfelves hereafter 
to be amufed by fuch # like Promifes. 

Thus one ofthe neceflary Qijcfii- 
ons tobg anfwered in vindication of 
the Expofition is entirely difpatch’d. 

We need not now go about to re- 
fute thofe Miniftcrs who held thcDo- 
6trin of the Expofition .not to be that 
ofthe Church. Time and Truth 
have fo refuted their allegations 3 that 
no room is left for a Reply. • 

. ;M Noguier would firft hear theO- 
racle of Rome fpeak, before he would 
admit M.de Condom to have rightly 
explicated the Catholic Faith . I give p. 41, 
no ,i credit (fays he) to thofe Af proba- 
tions which thefe Bijbops give in Wri- 
ting* Other Votfors want not the lik£ 
Approbations^ and after all ? the Ora- 
cle of Rorqe muft [peak. in Watters 
of Faith. The Anon) mas was of 
the;, fame Mind , and both 
o£ them fuppofed nothing more 
, \ B could 
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could be faid in this matter againft 
M- de Condom , if once this Oracle 
had but fpoken. This Oracle has 
now fpoken ; this Oracle, I fay,which 
&he whole Catholic Church heark- 
ned to with fo much refped in the 
very origineof Chriftianity and the 
Anfwer it has given, has fnewn, that 
what this Prelate has faid, has no- 
thing new, or to be fufpctted in itjno- 
thing ? in a word, which is not re- 
ceiv a throughout the whole Church. 

Nay, this Queftion being anfwer- 
ed, all the others are in a manner in- 
fcnfibly difpatcht. . . ; 

M de Condom held, the Catholic 
Do&rine was never rightly under* 
flood by the pretended Reform’d 5 
and that the Authors of their Separa- 
tion had magnified the Objects to 
render them odious* What he faid, 
appears now mofl certain, feeing it is 
manifeft on die one fide, the Expo- 1 
ficion propofes co them the Catholic* 
Faith, in its Purity 5 and on the o- 
ther, chat it appeared lefs ftrange to 
them chan theythought it was. ; 

' But if they find their Pretended* 
Reformers, to the end they might * 
- A animate 
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animated c , aga.tut that Church, 
in which their A ceftos lerved God, 
and in which they themfelves recei- 
ved Baptifm, were forced to fly to 
thofe Calumnies which we fee now 
are not maintainable, how can they ^ 
difpenfe with themfelves if they 
fcarch not a new ? And why are they 
not afraid to perfift in a Schifm,which 
is manifeftly founded wponfalfe Prin* 
ciplcs , in even the moft principal 1 , , 
points; 

They believ’d, for example, they 
had good grounds to feparate from 
the Church , under pretence, that 
whilfl Are taught the merit of good 
Works, ihedeftroyed Free Juftifica- Grmitc. 
tion, and that Confidence which a 
Chriftian ought to have in JE$VS 
CHRIST only. 

Their breach was principally 
founded upon this Article. The 
Amrymm thinks it enough to fey, An , p . „ 
The Article concerning J unification 
is one of the chief , that gave occafion 
to the Reformation. But M. tfoguiers 
fpeaks more plainly. Thofe ('(ays he) ]sj og 
who w^re the Authors of our Re forma- 83. 
tion had^reafon to troiofe the Article' 

- " , Ba . of 
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of Juft{fication , cvs the mo ft primp al 
of the reft , and the moft Effential Foun- 
dation of their Jeparating . At prefent 
' then, feeing M- de Condom tells them, 

ExpoH p to g a her with the whole Chur cbjhat 

89,90- ' Sfe believes m cannot have Life , but 
in Jefus Chrift , in whom alone fhe puts 
all her Hope: That fhe asks all things , 
hopes all things , and gives thanki for 
all things , through our Lord JESVS 
CHRIST : and in fine , that fhe places 
all the hopes of Salvation on him^:- 

- What would they have more ? 

Expof p. The Church tells us. That all our 

93. • * Sins are pardon'd by pure Mercy 

through JESVS CHRIST That rpe 
owe that Jnftice which is in its, by the 
Holy Ohoft , to his free undefer ved li- 
berality ; and that all our good Works 

- which we do , are fo many gifts of his 
Grace ■ The Author of this Expofiti- 
on, who teaches this Do&rine, does' 
not teach it as his own 5 God forbid. 

lhiri « no He tefehes it as the clear and mani- * 
P ' 93 ' fed DoCtrine of ibe Council of Trent-, 
and the Pope approves his Book. 
After this (hall it be again faid, That 
the Council of Trent, and the Rowan* 
Church overthrow Free Juftification, . 

* and 
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and that trull which the Faithful 
ought to repofe in JESVS CHRIST 
alone?. Is not this unfufferable? And 

* if we fhould hold our Tongues? would . 
not the Stones cry aloud, and pro- 
claim us injur'd? 

* It mud be alfo granted, as it was 
taken notice of in the Expolition, £ X> p. 
that thofe Difputes which the Pre- 
tended Reform’d have railed upon 
fo capital a Poincare almoft brought 
to nothing,not to fay wholly refuted* 

No body will doubt of it , if they 
confider what the Anonymw has writ 
concerning the Merit of Good 
Works with the approbation of four 
Minifters of Charenton. fVe ackgw- An.p. 104c 
ledge (fays he) a* in 7 aft ice m 
that M.de Condom, and thofe of the 
Roman Church , who hold the moll 
Orthodox Opinions concerning Grace , 
exprefs then} elves almoB in all things 
evs vpe do. iVe agree with them in the 
wain. , Bur iince he promifed us fo 

* much Juftice, he oueht tft have ac- 
knowledged ^ that M. de Condom , 
whom he makes here to be of a 
particular Se£t, has not faid one 
word concerning the merit of Good 

B 3 Works,. 
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Works, which is not taken from 
ExpoCp. the Council. He faid, Eternal Life 
^389,92. pvght to be propofed to the Children 
*** of God, both as a Groce which is mr- 
cif'tlly promifed to them by the means 
of our Sazdow Jefus Chrijl , and as a 
l\eccmpence which is faithfully ren'dred 
t) their good JVorfs^ and to their me- 
rits, in virtue of that Promije. He 
laid; That Merits are the gifts of God 
He faid, JVe can do nothing of our 
Jelves t but that we can do all things 
with him who flrengthens us, and that 
our whole confidence is in JESVS 
CHRIST^ And the reft, which you 
may fedm their proper place; By 
this means it is he has (atisfied the 
Pretended Refbrm*d,and made them 
fay, they agree with him in the main* 
Seeing therefore thefe Proportions 
are taken word by word from the 
Council, they cannot hereafter but 
acknowledge the Principal Sub j eft 
of their complaints to be taken a- 
way, by die foie propofing the De- 
crees and proper T erms of a Council 
fo much hated and blamed among# 
them. * 

What is it offends them moft in 

th$ 
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the S^tisfa&ions which the Church 
exa&s from the Faithful, but only 
that thev think Catholickl look upon 
thofe oi JESVS CHRIST as uniuffi- 
cient? Will they deny their Cate- 
chifms, and Confeflions of Faith to 
be grounded upon this foundation? 
Wnat-wili they now fay, when the 
Author of the Expofition tells them, 
with the whole Church, That JE- ExpoH p. 
SVS CHRIST i God and Man, was 94 . & fe* 
folely capable by the infinite Dignity of 
hi* Per fin, to offer uf to God a Effici- 
ent Satisfattionfor our Sins : That thus . 
Satisfaction is infinite That our Sa- 
viour has fayed the entire Price of 
our Redemption ; That nothing is 
wanting to this Price , feeing it us in- > 
finite ; and that the Puniftments re- / • 
ferv'd, [offered in Penance , come not 
from any defett in the Payment ,. but 
froih a certain Older, which he has efia- 
b lifted to reftrain us, by juft fears , and 
by a laving Difcipline> Thefe and 
all tnofe other Hxpreffions which * 
make the Anonymus lay ? this Au- 
thor extenuates the Do&rine of Sa- 
' tis£a.£tion, and returns like the Dove 
to the Arl^ arc t ^ e pure Doctrines 
B 4 of 
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of the Church, and of the Council 
of Trent, acknowledged for fuch by 
the Pope himfeif. Why therefore 
will they, make People believe the 
Church looks upon that as an aid to 
the Satisfactions of JESVS CHRIST, - 
which fhe propofes as a means only 
to apply it? And with what fecurity 
of Confcience could the Pretended 
Reform’d, upon fuch falfe fuppofiti- 
ons, violate that Holy unity, which 
i JESVS CHUST has fo much re- 
commended to his Church/ 

They look upon our Sacrifice of 
the Altar with Horrour , as if JE- 
SVS CHRIST were again put to 
Ixpof. p. Death upon it. What has tne Au- 
nGy iij. thor of the Expofition done todimi- 
nilh this horrour fo unjuft, but only 
reprefented. the Do&rine of the 
Church faithfully? He has told them 
this Sacrifice is of fuch a nature, as 
it - admits only a myftical and 
Spiritual Death of our adorable Vi- 
* dim, who remains always impartible 
and immortal 5 and is fo far from 
diminifhing the infinite Perfe&ion 
of the Sacrificeof the Crofs, It is e- 
f ftablijhed only to celelratc the . remtm- . 

.i <1 ' Irance 
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brance of it , and to apply the VertueC 
The Amnymus allures us upon this 
account, that M. de Condom , minces 
the Dodtrine of the , Gatholick 
Church: And M. Noguier alfo aflures Nog. p;. 
us, he has not expofed the Truth. 286.* 

And yet he has only followed the £ X .p. 14,11.. 
Dodtrine of the Council, whofe pro- 
per Terms he has made ufe of*, 
and the whole Church approves his * 
Expofltion. Who does not there- 
fore perceive how this Dodtrine ap- 
pears to the Pretended Reform’d 
more moderate and agreeable, only . 
becaufe they do not find thofe Mon- 
flers in it, which they imagine to* 
themfelves? -• . / 

■: The Anonymushimtelf tells us, The An. p. 6 x.. 
Article of Invocation of Saints is one An. r. 24.. 
of the moft 'Effential in Region. Iti$ Re P* i J ** 
alfo one of thpfe, wherein M-de Cm- 24 > 35 *‘ 
dom teems to him chiefly to j often the 
Bstfrine of his Church ; for heaccu- \ ■* 
fes him of it noiefs than three times. , „ 
But what has M. de Condom faid ? 
the fame the Catechifm of the 
Council of Trent faid, the fame the 
, Council it fclf, and the Confeifion 
of Faith.drawn from it has laid, and 
B y ’ die: . 
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the fame which all Catholicks fayi 
.Eipof. p. That the Saints offer their Prayen for 
7i.fequ. u s • Is what the ConfefGon of Faith 
fays : Tfot they offer them by JESVS 
CHRIST, is what the Council lays: 
In a word, That we pray to them 
with the fame Mind we pray to our 
Expof. p. Brethren , tv So are ufon Earth with us, 

' .71* that is, to Pray with us, and for us, 

■ ■ to our common Mafter , in the name 
' of our common Mediator, who is JESVS 

CHRIST. Behold what M.de Copdom 

• has extracted out of the Council ^out 

• of theCatechifm, and out of all the 
publick a£bs of the Church , the 
reafon his Do&rine has been To 
much approved. 

This anfwer is fufficient to ruin the 
very Grounds of that horrour,which 
the Pretended Reform’d have ,con* ' 
ccived againft out Doftrine. , 

Their Catechifm accufes us of I* 
Ca-ech. dolatry , hecaufe by that recourfe Iwe 
54* • have to Saints, we flaceone fart of 
our Truft in them , and give to them 

■ what God has referzfd to himfelf. 

But on the contrary, it appears. 
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kind of Payer, which by its own 
Nature, is io far from being rderv- 
ed to himfelf by God, who is an 
independent Being , that it can ne- 
ver be addrefs’d to him. 

And if this form of Prayer, Pray . 
for us , diminished the trufE we have 
in God, it would be no left condem. 
nable to ufe it to the living, than 
to the dead ; and St. fad would not 
have laid fo often. Brethren pay for r T u c r . 
us. The whole Scripture is foil of 2$. 2. 3.1! 
Prayers of this Nature. H<#>. 13. 

But ( fays their Confeflion of L?* c 
Faith) this is to overthrow the Me- ~J nf * Art * 
diation of J.C. who commands tt* to 
retire our felves in private ^and to pray 
to his Father in his Name. How can 
any one imagine this, feeing neither 
the Saints, who are in Heaven, nor 
the Faithful upon Earth , make in- 
terceffions by, and through them- 
fclves, or in their own Names ; but 
only in the Name of J ESVSixwju 
CHRIST^ as all Catholicks teach 
with the Council > 

Thus the Caxholick Cliurch has 
only to declare, as fhe does, her in- 
tention never was to demand any 
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thing of the Saints, but theiVhuitr^ 
, bel Prayers in the name of JJlSVS 
CffRJST, of likeNature wrttt fhble 
the Faithful offer up for one another 
upon Earth , thefe few Words will 
convirfee for ever the pfetendedly 


>tog. p. 
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Condm]&y what he mill, he milt 
never befer[maded,the Roman£j hurcb 
has no other Intention (when fhe tells s 
its, it is profitable to invocate the 
• Faints)' but that we fhoidd aj\ them 
- the ajjjflanceof their Prayers , as me 
do thoje of the Faithful, f mho live 
mongjl us. But what will he fay, 
now he fees the Roman Church fa 
vi/ibly approve what M- de Condom 
had in. effeft only gathered from the 
univerfal belief of thofe in Commu- 
nion with her ? But why then, adds 
At. Nogu&r, Vo Catholicl^aJ\mt only 
the Prayers,.,, but the Aid, ProteHon* 
and Succour of the bkjfed V. rgm, and 
of the Saints ? As if that were noc 
a kind of Aid, S icfattf, and. Prote- 
st ion, to recommend the mifcrable 
to,; him, who alone can comfort 
? * ’ ' them. 
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them- Such is the Prote&ion we 
may receive from the blciTed V irgin 
iha from the Saints. It is not a fmall * r ' 'i * 
Succour tb' be aided by their Prayers, 
feping they arc at the fame time to 
humble, do pleafing, arid fo effica- 
cious. Bqt. wny fhould we argue a- 
bput words, where the « thing ft do 
evident ? The E^pofition produces 
to thefe Minifters moft certain Te- ■ 
ftimonies, by which it ismanifeft, 
that in what Terms foever the Prayers Expof v p. 
we offer to the Saints be couched , the 74* 
bitention of the Churchy and of the 
Faithful ; always reduces them to this 
Tirrm^ PRAT FOR. VS. No matter 
for that, the Minifters will never be- 
lieve it. They muft then raze out 
of their’ Catechifm, and their Con- 
felfion of Faith,'; thefe acaifations 
of idolatry, with which they are 
filled j they muft retrench in their 
Sermons, fo many bloody Invectives, 
which have no other Grounds, and 
this they cannot refolve of •, and let 
ns make what Declarations we can 
of our Minds, they will neither be- 
lieve the Councillor its Catechifm, • 

. nor our Confeflion of Faith , nor 
> - the. 
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the ftifhops, nor the Pope hirafclf. • 
It .is not neceflary to repeat here 
Exp.p. 6 o. what is faid in the Expofition as to 
other cbjc&ions, and principally as 
to that where they accufc "the 
Church of attributing to Saints a di- 
vine Knowkd.pc and Power, whilft 
the reaches, they can neither know 
nor do any thing of themfelves. 
An.Av.p. But the accufation of Idolatry. 
24* has another Foundation, which they 
^ ep ‘ p ‘ accufe M. dc Condom to have faL- 
liated as well as the others, .Aha it 
is the Article concerning Images , 
where neverthelefs he has learched 
no other Palliations , but to ex- 
pofe faithfully the meaning of the 
Church. ... 

There needs no more than this 
to make the very Sufpition of I- 
* dolatry to vanifh, according ro the 
Principles of the Pretended Re- 
form’d ; and they need only in 
this compare the Doftrine of their 
own Catechifm with, that of the ' 
Council of Trento reprefented in the 
Expofition.; 

Dim, 23 ., Their Catechifm upon this Com- 
mandment. Thu Jhalt not make to 

thy 
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thy felf any (brazen Image , Asks 
whether God forbids the making of 
any Image > And the anlwer is, Ni?y 
but that God forbids only the making 
of any Image whereby to reprejent 
God or to adore it. Behold the two 
thing* which they think forbidden 
in this Precept of the Decalogue. 

It may be they will do us the - 
Juftice to believe we do not pre- 
tend to reprefent God, and that, if 
they fee in fome Pictures God the 
Father Painted in that form which 
he was pleafed fo often to Appear 
in to his Prophets, we pretend no • 
more to derogate from his Invi/ibile 
and Spiritual Nature, than he him- 
felf when he exhibited himfelf un- 
der that form. The Council ex- 
plicates fufficiently to them upon 
this '- account ,, that we pretend not Sef. 
thereby to reprefept or exprefs the 
Divinity , or to give it any Colours ; 
and I think I fhould do them an f 
injury in proceeding to a dearer 
Proof, . ' . , , 

r Let us pafs to the fecond part of 
their Doctrine, and let us learn from 
their Catechifms what form of Adora - . 

, tion 
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tion is condemned. To Proftrate ones 
[elf, lays the Anfwcr, before an I- 
mage, h pray to it, to bow the Knee 
before it, or fhen> [owe other jign of 
reverence > as if God exhibited himfelf 
there to us. This is in effed the 
Errour of the Gentiles, and the pro- 
per Chara&er of Idolatry. But 
they who believe, with the Coun- 
Expof.p. cil , That Images have neither Vi- 
7 8 } 79, 8o j rvinity nor Vertue in them, for which 
l ’ • 3 they ought to be reverenced 3 and who 
place all the benefit, in their re- 
' calling the Originals to our remem- 
brance, do not believe that God in 
them exhibits himfelf to them. It is 
not therefore Idolatry, bv the con- 
tent of the Pretended Reform-d,and 
according to the proper Definition 
/ of their Catechifm. 

\ ' The Anonymm feems to have been 
p. 67 . fenfiblc of this Truth in that place, 

. ' where* ‘objecting this Command- 

ment of the Decalogue, he fays, that 
God forbids to make Images , and to 
< worjhip them. He is in the right. The 
■ . words of the Precept are exprefs , t 
' and the Images there fpoken of are 
• thofe which are forbidden to be 

made 1 
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Wide as well as to be w:rfhij>ed.T hat 
is to fay, according to ,the explica- 
tion of his Catcchifm, thofe which 
are made to reprefent God , and thofe 
which a?t made to j bow him prefent , 
and which are worfhippcd with the 
fame intention as full of his Divini- 
ty. We neither make nor fuffer a- 
-ny of this nature. We do not wor- 
fhip Images; God forbid: but we 
make ufe of Images, to put us in mind 
of the Originals. OurCoundl,fo odi- 
ous to the pretended Reform’d 
Church, teaches us no other ufe of 
them : Is this then enough to make 
them fay, as that Church doth id her 
own Confeflionof Faith, that all forts 
of Idolatry are invoke in the Roman 
Church? Is it for this that her Difci- 
pline calls us Idolaters >2.nd our Religi- 
on Idolatry ? Without doubt rhey 
reprefentto themfelves other things 
than our Do&rine , when they give 
us the name of GentilesrThey believe 
we follow their abominable Errors, 
and that we believe as they did, that 
God fhews bimfelf to us in thofe I- 
mages. „ . ■ • 

Had it not been for thefe mortal 
>• •- Prejudices, 
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■ ' Prejudices, had it not been for thefe 
horrid Ideas which they frame to 
thcmfelves of the fentiments of the 
Church, Chriftians could never have 
* imagined it fo deteftabie a crime to 
kifs the C’rols in remembrance of 
■ him who bore our Iniquities upon 
the wood, nor that fo fimple and na- 
tural a manifeftarion ofthofe fenti- 
menrs of tendernefs, which that Pi- 
ousObject excites in our hearts ought 
to make us regarded as if we Ado# j 
red Baal, or the Golden Calves of 
Samaria. ' . • 

During this Grange preoccupation 
of the Pretended Reform’d , this 
Treatife of the Expofition might 
well appear to them ( which really 
in effe£Ht did) a Book full of Ar- 
tifice, which did nothing but exte- 
nuate the Sentiments of Catholics. 
But now when they fee clearly all 
the Artifice of this Book 'is to fepa- 
rate the Doftrines which they have 
imputed to the Church, from thofe 
which fhe profefies, that all the. mi- 
tigations he makes in Do&rine, is 
that he has taken off that hideous 
Mafque which the Mmiflers had put 

upon 
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upon it i let them confefs this Church 
was not worthy of fo much horror, 
as they had for her, and that at 
leaf! lhe deferves to be heard. 

Neither the Pope, nor the See 
Apoftolick ought to be hereafter 
accufed of diminifliing that adorati- 
on which is due to God, nor that 
confidence which a Chriftian ought 
to eftablifh in his foie goodnefs 
through our Lord Jefut Chrift , fince 
th*y lee, without furtlier fearch, this 
Treatife of the Expofition, which is 
made only to explicate thefe two 
Truths, has received at Korn and 
from the Pope himfelf fo Authen- 
tic an Approbation. ^ 

After this they will certainly be 
afhamed of that Title which they 
give the Pope. *No one can thins 
on it without honour, nor hear 
without aftonifhment, that the Pre- 
tended Reform'd, who boaft to fol- 
low Scripture word for word, when 
the Apoflle St. John , who has alone 
namcchAntichrift, tells us three or 
four times that Antichrijl is he who 2 * J oh * 
denies that JESVS CHRIST is come , 
in flefhy dare fg much as think that *£ 4< ‘ 3 V * 

he, ‘ 
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he, who teaches fo fully theMyfte- 
ry of JESUS CHRIST > that is to lay, 
his Divinity, his Incarnation, the 
fuperabundance of his Merits, the nc- 
ceflity of his Grace, and that abfo- 
lute confidence we mull have in it, 
fhould. neverthelefs be that Anti- 
chrift defcribed by the Apoftle. 

But rt is objected againft the Popes, 
2 Ther 2 that they are that meted Perfon y that 
’ ' man of Iniquity who has feated himfelf 
in . the Temple of God ; and wmes 
himfelf adored as God y They who 
confefs themfelves not only mortal 
men, butfinners, who pray every 
day with the reft of the Faithful, 
. Forgive us our offences , and who ne- 
ver approach the Altar without 
Confefling of their fins, and without 
faying in the moft*efIential part of 
the Holy Sacrifice, they hope for 
- eternal life, not by their own Merits , 
iut through the Bounty of God in the 
Name of our Lord JESUS CHRIST. 

’Tis true, {hey maintain that Pri- 
macy which JESUS CHRIST has 
given them in the Perfon of St* Peter ^ 
but it is by That they advance the 
/ \ Work of JESVS CHRIST himfeif, 

the 
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the Work of Charity and Concord 
which would never have been per- 
feftly accoTnplifhed, if the Univerfai 
Church and all the JLpifcopal Order 
had not one Head of Ecclefiaftical 
Government upon Earth, to make 
the Members aft in concurrence, 
and accomplifh in the whole Body 
the Myftery of Unity fo much re- 
commended by the Son of ^od. It 
is juft as much as nothing to anfwer, 
tjiat die Qhurch has her true Head 
in Heaven, who Unites her by ani- ' 
rfiating her with h is Holy Spirit: 
Who doubts of it ! But who does' 
not know this Holy Spirit, who di- 
fpofes all things with as much fweet- 
nefs as efficacy, knows alfo howto 
prepare exteriour means proportio- ' 
nableto his deftgns? The Holy Ghoft 
both teaches and governs us interi- 
ouriy: therefore he eftablifties Paftors 
and Teachers to Aft exteriourly. ’ 
The Holy Ghoft Unites the Body 
of the Church and rhe Eccldiaftical 
Government : therefore it is he pla- 
ces at rhe head a common Father, 
and a principal difpofer, who may - 
Govern the whole Family of JESVS 

• , CHRIST 
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CHRIST. We will call to witnefs 
the Confciences of thofe of the Pre- 
tended Reform’d Religiofi. In this 
unfortunate age, when fo many 
wicked Se£ls endeavour by little and 
little to undermine the Foundations 
ofChriftianity,and believe it enough 
only to name JESVS OR HIST to 
introduce indifeency in Religion, 
and manifeft impiety into the bo- 
fom of the Church, pho fees not 
the necelfity of a Pallor , who may 
watch over his flock,and,authorized 
from above, encite all others whofe 
vigilance might llacken ? Let them 
in reality tell us, if it be nor the So- 
cinuns , the Anabaptifis , the Indepen- 
dent^ tnofe who under the name of 
Chriftian Liberty would ellablilh in* 
differency in Religions, and fomany 
other pernicions Setts,, which they 
condemn as well as we, who fly with 
the greateft impetuolity againft St.' 
Peters Chair, ana cry louden that his 
.Authority is Tyrannical ? Ido not 
wonder at it : Thofe who would di- 
vide the Church, or furprile her, 
.fear nothing more than to fee her 
march againft them like a well ran- 
. 
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ged Army under one Head. Let us 
not raife a quarrel with any,let us on- 
ly refled whence come thole Books, 
wherein thefe dangerous Licenfes , 
and AntichrifHan Do&rines are 
taught : at leaf! none can deny but 
the See of Rome, by the very Oonfti- 
tutionof it, is incompatible with 
thefe Novelties \ and if we could not 
know by the Gofpel that the Prima- 
cy of this See is ncceffary for us, Ex- 
perience it felf would convince us of 
it. Moreover, we mull not beafto- 
nilhed if this Author of the Expo- 
fition, who places the eflential Au- 
thority of this See in thofe things 
wherein all Catholic Schools agree, 
hath been approved without difficul- 
ty. The Chair of St Peter hands in 
need of no deputing; what all Ca- 
tholics acknowledg without conten- 
tion, fuffices to maintain that Power 
which was given to it for edification, 
and not for deftru&ion.The Pretend- 
ed Reform’d fhould hereafter give 
way no more to thofe vain Phantoms 
with which they are frighted. What 
does it profit them to fearch in Hi- 
ftbries for the V ices of Popes > when, 

- • \ if 
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if what they meet with there fhould 
be true, does the Vices of Men de- 
ftroy the Inftitution of JESUS 
CHRIST , and the Privilege of St, 
Peter? Shall the Church rife in Re- 
bellion againft a Power which main- 
tains her Unity, under pretenfe that 
fome have abus’d it ? Chriftians are 
accuftomed to reafon upon bigh er 
and more true Principles, and Know 
that God is able to maintain his 
Works in the midft of all the Evils 
# which accompany humane Frailty. 

We do then conjure thofe of the 
Pretended Reform’d Religion , by 
that Charity, which is God himfelf, 
by the Name of Chriftian, which is 
common to us both, not to judge of 
the Do&rineofour Church, by what 
they hear in their Sermons or read 
in their Books, where many times 
the heat of difpute, and Prevention 
("not to mention any other) make 
things frequently otherwife repre- 
fented then they are •, but to heark- 
en to this Expofition of the Catholic 
Do&rine. It is a work in reality,, 
which confifts not fo much in depu- 
ting, as in explicating clearly our 

* Belief; 
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Belief v In which to fee how plainly 
the Author has proceeded, we need • 
only confider his dtfign. i ■ 

He promifed in the very beginning, : q 

1. To propofc the true Tenets of Exp.p^oi 
die Catholic Ghurch, and to diftin- 

guifb them from thofe which arefalfely 
imputed to her. . ; V. , . • ; J . ■ 

2. To the end rno one fliouid 
doubt but that he faithfully propo- 
sed the trueSentiments of the Church, 

he prcmiled to take them from the Exn r . 6 .\ 
Council of Trent , where the Church * * 
has fppken decifively upon the things 
mqueftjon. ■ . . - • 

3. He promifed to propofc to the 

Pretended Reform’d net all points in . / 

general, but thofe which caufed the Exp<p ^ 
great eft jefaration betwixt them and . * 
»y,and,to ipeak properly, thofe which 

they made the occafion of their 
breach. .... 1 ' v .. 

. 4, He promifed that what he f ud y 
to mak$ tkeDectfms of the Council more Exp. p .61. 
intelligible^ fhould be approved of in 
the Church , and manifestly conformable 
to the Doctrine of the. fame Council. 

All this , is plain and juft. And, in 
the fir ft place, no body can think it 
'1 • C ftrange, 
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ftrange we fhould diftingui/h r *‘the 
. Churchy Tenets from thofe which are 
falfely imputed to her. When Perlons 
o':' are animated beyond meakire, for 
want of a right underftanding, and 
when ftrange prejudices move gr£at 
difpuces, there is nothing more natu- , 
ral, nothing more charitable,then to 
explicate matters clearly. The Holy - 
Fathers pratfifed a way fraudlcfs and 
calm like this, to fee men right again. 
Whil t the Arians and Semi-Arum 
decryed the -Symbol of Nice , and the 
Coniubftantiality of the Son, by the 
falfe Ideas thev fixed upon them,Sf. 

, Athanajius and St Hihrius^ the two 
. mod illuftrious defenders of the Ni- 
.. , erne Faith, rcprelcnted to them the 
s. HiV true fend* of the Councils.- and St.Hi- 
lib. de hr l ik faid to them : Let us loth toge- 

^ n * ther condemn falfe Interpretations^ but 

not deftroy the certainty of Faith 

Tlic Word C/njdftantial may be mift 
. : r •/ nnderfi)od: let ns reiotiue how rre may 

rightly underfiand it We may lay 

djyrn the true ftate of Faith Letwixt us^ 
if rre do not overthrow rrhat has been 
rightly eft alii fie d, but remove mi ft un- 
der ft anting. " - • v 

:* ‘ It, 
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' -Ids Charity it (elf which di&ates 
iiich words, and fiiggefts fuch means 
to reunite our minds. We may fay 
the lame to thefe of the Pretended 
Reform’d Religion : If the Merit of 
Good Works, if Prayers addreffed 
to Saints, if the Euthaiift,if the hum- 
ble fatisfa&ions of Penitents, who en- 
deavour to appeafe the wrath of God 
in voluntarily revenging upon them- 
felvcs by Laborious Exerciles his of- 
fended Juftice,if the Terms we ufc of 
a Tradition which claims its Origin 
from the firft Ages, for want of being 
rightly underfeed offend you •, The 
Author of the Expofition offers him- 
fclf to give you the plain and natural 
explication of them, which the Church 
has always faithfully conferv’d. He 
fays nothing of his own, he alledges 
not particular Authors ; and to the 
end lx* may not be fufpe&cd of chan- 
ging the Tenets rtf the Church, he li- 
fe? the proper Terms of the Council 
of Trento where fhe has explicated her 
felf upon thde matters in queftion : 
what can there be more rational ? 

. This was the fecond thing he pro- 
mifcd,and he has. in this cniv folio w- 

C 2 '• ed 
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ed the Example of the Pretended Re- 
form’d. They complain as well as 
we, their Dooxines are not righdy 
unaerftood ; and the means they pro- 
pofe to come to a true knowledge of 
themes not different from that which • 
M. de Condom mikes ufe of. Their 
Ccnciufio Synod of D.rt requires that none 
s y nodi . judge of the Faith of their Churches 
f°*ff ac ***from Calumnies ticked up here and 
confff.Fi- there Jtr faff ages of f Articular Authors ^ 
id edit, which are often falj 7 y cited , or wrefted 

Genev.p. to a fenfe contrary to their Intentions 5 
2 ‘ hut from the Confejjions of Faith of their 

Churches , and from the Declaration of 
their Orthodox Doctrine unanimously 
made in this Synod. 

The Faith then of a Church mufl 
be learnt from its publick Definiti- 
ons, and not from Private Authors, 
who may be falfely quoted, mif-un- 
derftood, and may alfo* themfelves 
mif-expheate the Sentiments of their 
Religicn.UJpon which account ft will 
be only necdlary, that, to expound 
ours to the Pretended Reform’d, we 
produce the Decifions of the Coun-r 
cil of T rent. - ',••••; - 

- I know the very name of this 
/ Council 
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Council offends thofe of the Retor- 
mation 3 apd the Anonym * often fhevvs 
his ill humour againft it. But what 
do his Invectives avail him? We go 
' not here about to juftifie the Council : 

. Itfufficesfor this Author of theExpo- 
fition 3 that the Do£trine of this Conn* 
cil is univerfally received, without 
Contention, through the whole Ca- 
tholic Church, and that fbe admits of 
no other Deci lions, in thefe matters 
ofControverfie, but of this Council* 

The Pretended Reform’d have 
always endeavoured to have thefe 
Decisions thought ambiguous , and- 
the Amnymus reproaches hs alfo with 
their being capable of & double or tri- An. p. n, 
fkfenfe. Thofe who havener, read J 2. 
this Council, unlefs it were in the In- 
veCHves of their Minifters, and in the 
Hifiory of F41 JW, the declared 
Enemy ofis, believe tliem fuch : but 
one word w ill fatiSfie them* It is very. 
true,rhete was feme Points the Coun- 
cil would not d£cide, and they were, 
thofe concerning which there was no 
fettled Tradition )? and which were 
difputcd of in- the Schools * It was but^ 
reasonable they lbotildb$ felt unde- 
C 3 . tided: 

- __ A 

. ' . ’ .'*• ' V 
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oidcd : but for thofe it hasfdtcidedr 
ic has fpoken fo prccifelv^; that a- 1 
mongft fo many Decrees! of this 
Council produced in the Expofitiofy 
the Anonym^ could not find ao much 
as one,in which there was tl^s double 
or triple fence he obje&s againft us. 

In effe&. It is but reading them,' 
and one fhall fee how they have not 
any ambiguity, and that it is impofr 
fiblc for men to explicate themfelves 
more clearly. ' ■ ' j 

We may put the Expofition it felf 
to the lame Teft, and judge by that, 
v whether the Anonymus had reafon to 

upbraid the Author of this Expofiti- 
Avert. p. oh with thofe rambling and general 
25. ■ 'Terms in which ffays he) he entang- 

Rep.p.12. jt [ftgiy wrap up the mft difficult mat - 
■ ters- ‘ . : ^ 

•• /The third thing the Author of the 
: * Expolition promifed, was to treat of 
thofe matters which gave occafion to « 
the Separation* This is precisely what 
ought to be done. There is ho one 
who knows not that indifputes there 
are always fomc certain principal 
points upon which mens minds are 
fixed, it is to thefe a Perfon muft 
. ; v ■ z , c • apply i 

' # . ^ \ 

^ ^ , . piqi:ized_by GcJ g 
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apply himfelf who would make it 
his bufincfs to cnd dr appeafe thofc 
contcfts. Thus didrhc Author of the ’ " ' 

Exp >fition^ who* in the very begins 
ning declared to the" Pretended Re- 
form’d. that he would expound to 
them tnol'c points from which they 
twkjhe Subject of. their jefarathnAnd Exp. p. 60. 
td fhcw it was adeliberate Expreihony 
he again declares the fame at the lat- , 
ter -end, that to kef himfelf fixed to &pof. p. 
what is Principal , he omitted fsme que- 1 75» I 7^« 
ftions winch they of the Pretended Re- 
formed Religion did not loofiufon as a 
lawful SuhfiR of feparation. -• 

. He has kept his word mod faith* 
foil v, and«he T itlcs alone of th e Ex- 
pofition will make it appear, how he 
has not* omitted any one of thofo 
principal Articles, / ■ ' f 

r So that the Anrn\m& fhould not Avert.?, 
have accufed M.dt Condom of having 22. 
f me fel/ 3 tfCerms to avoid the difficul- 
ties which give him the mo ft trouble \ 
of leaving manv qu ftions untouched y 
and making h.fte to : that of the Euj 
charift , where he thought he could en- R f pj t p, 
Idrge'himfeJf with lefts difadv. image-. 16$. 

; What an Idea would he give us'q! 

. \ 1 - ! \ C 4 , this 
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this Book of the Exposition ! but it 
dcftroys it Self. Every one fees it was 
* Mi de Condom's bufinefs to enlarge 
himfelf upon that point of the Eu- 
charift, not became he thought he 
could do it with lefs difadvAntdgeJatot 
becaufe this point is in reality the 
;t ■; moftdiffiailt,and full of great quefti- 
ons.So that . it Will appear he has 
treated thefe matters with lefs or 
•: greater fcopc, according as they apw 
pear’d lefs or more £mbroiling,moc 
to him, but to thofe, for whom he 
writes. And if it .be true that he lays 
afide thofe dtficMes which gi'Vthtni 
the'mofl trouble., itmuft be allow’d, 
thofe which give him th&leaft, arc 
in reality thofe which are the moft 
effential, and thofe in which* the Pre-i 
tended Reform’d always thought* 
T * theirifelyes the moft feeute, He has 
, treated of the worlhip dhe to God,of 
Prayers to Saints, or the honour we' 
rettaer to them , as alfo to their Ima- 
ges and Reliqucs* He has fpoken of 
j unifying Grace,of the Merit of Gdod 
Works, of th^ncceffity d Wctfks*o£ 
. Satisfaftfon, of Purgatory* of Inctal-A 
gences,of Sacrarqemal Cwiieffion and 

;• '* * > Abfoluuon, 

* ; * 
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Abfafotte, of die Real Prefence of 
the Body and.Bfood of our Saviour 
m the-Euehataft, of tha^ Adoration 
which is therein due to bina^ ofTran- 
fnbftaatiatiQn, and the Sacrifice of the 
Altar, of Communion under one Sger 
ties, of die Authorityr of Tradition 
ana that of the Church, 9f • the 
vine Inftitudon of the,Pt)pes Prisia- 
ey,wherehe has in one word explain- 
ed wbat. is to, he believed of Epifcopa- 
qVi He has expounded all thefe 
aiScultics,aodthere needi only a lit- 
de honefty to grant he has been fo far 
from avoiding difficulties, as the A- 
nonymus would have it thought, that 
hehas principally applied himlelf to, 
thofewhich me pretended Reform’d 
find the greateft. The Anonyvnus him- 
felf tells us the Invocation of Saints is 
one of the moft ejfentia l Articles of Re- 
Ugi&n-y and at tne.famc time he adds, 
tins is. one of tboje upon which M. de p, 
Condom has been mo ft prolix. What 
points are more exactly treated in the 
Expofitionthan thofeof the Eucha- 
rift and the Sacrifice, that of Images , 
of Merit, of Good works* of Satisfa- 
ftionjAhamt not jnthefe the Pre- 
ni.j ' tended 
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tendedHeform’d find chc greateft dift 
culties?In fine, we will ask even them 3 
felves, whether it be not true, that 
if they were fatisfied in all thofe points 
treated ol in the Expofition, they 
would net any longer hefitatc to em- 
brace the Faitfi of the Church?’ It is? 
therefore certain, the Anchor has 
treated all thofe Capital pointsupdn 
which both of iis agree the greateft; 
difficulties move. Nay more, h* has 
always fixed himfelf to the principal ' 
knot of the difficulty,feeing he applies 
himfelf chiefly, according to his firfb 
promile, to thole parts where the Ca- 
tholic Dextrine is accufed to ft r ike; 
at the Foundations of Faith and Chri- 
ffian Piety.lt is not therefore to avoid' 
difficulties,hc has left ibme qUcftions- 
untouched Which af£ blit Confer! 
quences and fuller Explications oft 
thofe which he has' handled y or at -, 
leaft, are fiich as dfftitrb dobody/Bur,: 
cn the contrary, he has done it to the 1 
end he might apply himielf with lefkr 
diftrad ion to the chi^f difficulties up*- 
cn which depend theDecifion of our i 
Controverfies. f* - . 0 

The Author of the Expofition has j 
T "■ •• •/ been 
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been no'lefs Faithful in performance 
of his 'fourth, promifc, which was to f 
affirm nothing to make the Courier? 
to be better undcrftoqd, winch was 
not manifefth conformable to it , and 
approved of in the Church '*•/ 

The Anonyms -looks upon thcfe J Exp.p.rfi 
Words, and alhthe dehgn of the Ex** 
petition, as 'a fteflimony which fhows 
the OoElrine of the Roman Church (tho y 
explained foAeady, and decide. I in the 
Council of Trent) not yet to be fi c ear , An. rbp,. 
but} that it toeeds'xn explication \ • > : -\Pi 1 *• 
Jfhguier^ msalfo to draw 
lame'’ Canfe^uence,. atrd they ‘ have • 5 
both ofthenilookcd up ^n ’the Expo- 
fition as an explication which the ob- 
feurity-of the Council hood in need* , 
of. * - • 

But we know how the obfeurity of 
aDecifkrn, especially in matters of 
Faith, is nbt always that which makes 
it to be taken in a wrong fence : it is- 
■ a preoccupation of mind, the ardour 
or difputc, the heat of Perfons en» 
gaged, which make them nor under- 
hand one anorher,and often attribute 
than adverfary what he believes rhc j 
lead. Sotliat-when the Author of the 
v:j ■ * Expofirion 
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Expc^fition propofes the Decisions of 
the Council of Trent to the Pretended, 
Rtforrp’d, and adds what may be 
ufefulto remove thofe Insertions, 
which hinder them from underhand-, 
ing them aright, they pt^ht not to, 
conclude from thence that the Dpa- 
flons are Ambiguous but only that? 
nothing is fo well digefted^nor fo clear 
but may be underftood amifs, when, 
prejudice and pafhon ipterpofc. 

To what pnrpofe then do M- No- 
guier and the Anonyms objedt to the 
Author of thcExpofition the Bull of 
. Pope Tins iy. The defign of the Eat- 
poiition has nothing of thofe GlolieSj 
and Commentaries which with great 
reafonthis Pope Condemned- For 
what did thofe Commentators and 
' Gloftars, efpecially thofe who have 
writGlofles upon the Laws? whatdk^ 
they for the moftpart but fill the 
margents with ‘their own imaginauV 
ons, which mod commonly ferve on- 
ly to confound the Text, and which , 
notwith handing they give for the 
Text itfelf ? Let us add, that, for 
the coafervation of Unity, this Pope, 

was obliged not to permit every Do-: 

dor 


£fcor t q propofc decifion$upQn doubts 
fyccecding time and vain fubr 
pities rnigbt giyc birth to. Nor- has 
ipy thing of mis nature been done in 
the Exposition. It is one thing to in- 
terpret yd*at is obfeure and^oubthij^ 
another to. prppoft what is clear* 
ana tpjn^kc pfe of it jo, rqppye falfcj* 
impreilions. The bft is, what the Ath 
thor of the Expofition has endea- 
vour’d precifely. And if he have ad- 
ded Tome of his own Reflexions to 
dic-Decifionsofthis Council,to. make 
intelligible to thofe peo- 
ple who would- never look upon, 
th^. without prejudice/ It isopcaufe 
t^rjrepapipaw>h haaueed.offuch. 


an al 

.. But why , 

§f # diing wh^chjs, 

iii tew, words given a cer- 
tain method to enlighten the linder- 
, thpfe who are the moft 


%n _ . 
s^buslto maintain this ambiguity 
of the- Council. They need only 
reatUq this. Expofition its Decrees . 
whict} ; a^e ;( ?hq:e. .produced., and v 
epny^ncef i their own ; 
eyes, ' 


. * < 
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The mod important thing here, is, 
that the Author of the Exposition was 
not deceived when he promifed what 
he Should fay, for the better under- 
ftanding of this Council, Should be 
mainfeitly of the fame Spirit, and 
approved of in the Church. The 
matter is in it felf clear, and the fol- 
lowing Approbations will make it 
*'•'* apparent.' 

It mud not therefore be fuppos’d 
henccfor wards thaj the Sentiments 
explained in this AVork , 'are the ♦ 
q tdUfying • or the extenuating thoughts 
of one man 5 but the Common Do- 
drine which we fee is, for this rcaion, 
univerfally approved. It will not 
An. p. 2. therefore avail M. Noguires nor the' 
&e. Nog. Anonyms any thing after this, either 
38, OV. ro objed to ils thole Pradices which 
they call general, or the particular 
opinion of Do dors. For without ex- 
' amining thefe unneceflary things, At 
fuffices in one word to fay, that thofe ■ 
Pradifes and Opinions, be they what* 
they will, which are not found to be 
conformable to the intent and Deci-‘ 
lions of the Council, are nothing to J 
Religion,nor to the body of the Ga- 

tholic 
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tholic Church, nor ought by'confe- Exp.p.di^ 
quencc, as the Pretended RefbrrtTd Da,lie A- 
do thcmfelves avouch, to give the c ’ * p ’ 

lead pretence to feparate from us, r 
becaufe no one is obliged either to 
approve or follow them. . • 

j But, fay thev, thofe abufes ought 
to be fupprefleef: as if one of the ways 
to fiipprefs them were not to {hew the 
truth in its purity without prejudice' 
to the other means, with which Pru- 
dence and Zeal may infpire the Bi* 

{hops. As for the remedy ofSchifm 
pra&ifed by the pretended Reform- 
ers, if it were not deteflablc in it fell, 
the miferies which it has caufed, and 
does at prefent caiife throughout 
Ghriftcndom, would give us a hor-' 
rout? of it. = . 

I will not here reproach the Prc- ' 
tended Reform’d with the abufes v 
which are amongft them. This work 
of Charity does not permit fuch like ' 
Rccrijfninations. It fuffices I advertife 
them that to atcaquc us in realitv,- 
they mud combat, not thole abufes 
which we Condemn as well as they, 
but the E>o&ruies which we main- 
tain. But if,iu examining them more 
, ■' narrowly, 

7 • * ■ v 
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narrowly ; they find, they give ncjtj 
fcope enough to their Inve&iye^they. 
ought at laft to acknowledge^ hays 
reafon to. cell, them the Faith which 
we profefs is lef$ .worthy of blarad 
than they thieved it was. ; - 
: It remains at prcfent, that we beg * 
oft God to grant they may read a 
Work without bitterneis , which; is 
^blithedonly to, inftru& them. The- 
Snccefsisin his Hands who done cm, 
touch the Heart. Heknows the Lift 
mit$ he has fixt to the Pragrc&oft 
Errom\.a?id the Miferiesof his aflBi- 
&ed Gnurch;.: by the lofs.of ftp great; 
a: number oft her Children. BuEwe? 
cannot hinder our felyes from hoping , 
fome great cffcds towards the reuni- 
on of Chriftians, under a Pope, who i 
exercifcs to pjpufly* and'with fo per- 
fc$ a Zeal, free, from: Intereft, the 
moil holy .Funflbiou in< the World ! 5/ 
and under a King* who prefersbefore 
all the Conquefts.that have enlarged 
his Kingdom, thofe that might gain . 
him his own Subje&s to the Church. . 
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SECT. I. 

; The De/igti of this Treatife. 

Fter a Contention, for 
above an Age, with thofe 
: of the Pretended Re- 
i. form’d Religion; Matters 
from whence they took the ground 
of their Separation ought to be fuf- 
fcientlv cleared, and their minds 
difpofed to a ri]ht conception of the 
Sentiments of the Catholic Church. 
So tbat tO' me nothing feems more 
proper* then to propofe her Tenets 
; ‘ plainly. 



6a The Defign of this Treatije. 

plainly, and limply, and to did in- 
guiffi them right froni thofe y|iich 
hav£ been faluy jraputet} to hcp v Iq 
effect, I have, upon fcveral occaii- 
ons ? laken notice, that the averfion 
which thefe Gentlemen have to molt 
of our Scntipients, is grounded upon 
fome falfe Ideas, whicn they have 
formed to themfelves, concerning 
' them ; A or elfe r upon fome certain 
‘ Words, which are fo offenfivc to them, 
that they immediately (top there, 
and never come fo far as to confider 
the grounds of things. Upon which 
account, I thought nothing could be 
more beneficial^ than to explicate to 
them what the Church has defined 
in the Council of Trent concerning \ 
thofe points, which keep them at 
farthed didant from us; without 
> , medling with that which they are 
accuftomed to object either agaiiifl: 
particular Doffors, or againft thofe 
Tenets, which are neither neceffarily, , 
nor univerfally received. For all 
P° * *’ * Parties agree, and M-'Daille h im (elf, 
is of this Opinion, that it is a very 
urreafo noble thing to attribute the. Sen-* - 
tiwentstf Particular Per Ions to 4 [whole 
• y ' body V 

ll*' * *1 * * 
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The Defigtt of this Treatifi. 

hUys and he adds 3 chat no feparati- 
on ought to be but upon the account 
of Articles authcnticly eftabli/hed, 
to the belief and oblervance cf which 
all Perfons arc obliged. I will not 
meidle then with any thing but the 
Decrees of the Council of Trent \ be- 
caufe in them the Church .has- gi- 
ven her Decifion upon thefc matters 
now in agitation: and whit 1 fhall 
fay, for the 1 better underftanding of 
thdfe Dedfions, fhall be what is ap-; 
proved of in the Church, and fhall 
manifeftly appear conformable to; 
the Do&ribe of this Council. 

This Ixpofition of our Do&rine 
Will produce two good efle&s. The 
firft , that many difputes will wholly 
vanifh, becaule it will appear they 
are only grounded upon fome «r^ 
roneous explications of our belief) 
The fecond that thofe difpntes,which 
remain, will not appear, according to 
the Principles of tnc Pretended Re-> 
formed, To Capital, as at firll they 
endeavoured to reprefent them ; and 
that,accordi lgto the fame Principles,! 
they contain nothing any ways in- 
jurious to the grounds of Faith. • v • 0 
h * SECT, 





$2 All Fundamental Articles 

't . 

SECT. II. 

- # 

Thofe of the Pretended Reform’d 
ligion acknowledge That the Catho- 
lic Church embraces all the Funda- 
mental Articles of the Chriftian Re - 
# ' , ligion. . 

/L Nd to begin with the funda- 
JljL mental and principal Articles 
of Faith ; thefe Gentlemen of the 
Pretended Reform’d Religion mull 
of neceffity acknowledg they are be- 
lieved and profeffed in the Gatholicj 
Church. ; ; • ; ’ • 

If they will have them to confifl 
in believing we muft adore one only 
God, the -Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoft, and that we muft put our 
f trull ill God; alone, th rough his Son. 
who! became man, was Grucified,ana 
rofe again far us ; they know in their 
Conferences? wti profeis this Doctrine:: 
and if they add thofe other. Articles 
which are comprehended in the A- 
poftles Greed 5 they do not doubt? 
alfo but we receive them all with- 
out exception, and have a pure 
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acknowledged by th#K omanifts. 63 

and true knowledge of them. 

. M. Oaille has writ a Treatife, in- 
tituled Faith founded upon the Scrip- 
tures, in which after having expofed 
all the Articles of Faith heid by the 
Pretended Reform’d Churches, he 
tells us, they are beyond all contefiati- Faru^c,j, 
on ; that the Roman Church profejfes 
to believe them 5 that in reality they 
do not hold all our Opinions , but that 
rre hold all their Articles of Faith . 

This Minifter then cannot, unlefs - 
he deftroy-his own Faith, deny 
but that we believe all the princi- 
pal Articles of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion. 

But tho* M-Vaille had not granted 
thus much, the thing is manifeft in 
itfelf, and all the world knows,that 
we believe all thofe Articles which 
Protejlants call Fundamental ; fo 
that fincerity it felf demands they 
fhould without difpute grant us not 
to have really rejected any of them. 

The. Pretended Reform’d, who 
fee the advantages we may draw 
from this acknowledgment, aredc- 
firous to deprive us of them, by 
faying that wc dehroy thofe Ar- 
ticles, 
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All Fundamental Articles ' * 

.tides, by interpofing others contrary 
to them. This is what they en- . 
jdcayour to peri wade by Conle- 
qucnccs drawn from our Uo&rine 5 
•but the fame M. Dail’e (whofe . au- 
thority I alledgc' once mere, not lb 
much to convince them by. the T& 
frimonv of one of their moft Learn : 
cd hdnif‘ers 5 asbecaufe what he fays 
is in it fell evident) tells them what 
they ought to think of fuch kind of 
Cbnfcqucnccs, fuppofing 'ill ones 
might be drawn from our Dodyine. 
Sec what he writes in his Letter to 
M. Monght H upon account of his 
^pologic. Altho' the Opinion of the 
Luther am a* well' evs Wat of Rtme 
dies 5 a' cording to us y infer the del 
fir up ion of the Humanity of JESUS 
CHRIST, yet this Confequen.e can* 
nit he attributed to them without Ca - 
lumnv , feeing they do fo mtlly re - 
ject it. * y / 

There is nothing more dlcntial 
to the Chrifhan Religion, then the 
reality of the Human Nature in JE- 
SUS CHaIST: and yet tho’ the 
Lutherans hold a Dodrinc, from 
whence is inferred the definition of 
, this 

1 . * / 
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this Capital Verity, by Consequences, 
which the Pretended Reform’d judg 
evident v yet they have not Scrupled 
to offer to Communicate with them; 
bccaufe their Opinion has no poyjtn 
in it, as Daille tells us in his A- Cap* 7- 
p jlogic; And their NaioimLSyWe, 
held at Charenton ,admits,the« 
to the Holy Table, upon this ground, 
that they agree in the phctfal and 
Fundamental goints of Religion . It is 
then a certain Maxim eftablifhed a- 
raongfl diem, that they mnft not 
in thefe cafes look upon the Confe- 
quences, which may be drawn from 
aDoclrine, but purely upon what 
he propofes and acknowledges, who 
teaches it, . f y 
So that when they infer, by Confe- 
quences, which they pretend to draw 
from our Dofitrinc, that we do not 
diffidently acknowledg that Sove- 
raign Glory which is due to God, 
nor the quality of Saviour and Mc- 
\ diator in jEbVS CHRIST , nor the 
infinite value of his Sacrifice, nor 
the iupe^abundant Plenitude of 
his Merits : wc may defend otu* 
felvcs without difficulty from 
. - iuch 
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Religion. i JVorJhif , , 

fucji Confequences, by this fhort an- 
(wcr of M. T)aille> and tell them 
that the Catholic Church disavow- 
ing them, they cannot be imputed 
to her without Calumny* _ 

But I will go yet further, and 
fhow thefe Gentlemen of the Pre- 
tended Reform’d Religion, by the 
• foie Expoiition of our Do&rine, 
thar the Catholic Church is lb far 
from ruining the Fundamental Ar- 
ticles of Faith, either diredly or iq- 
dire&ly 5 that on the contrary flie 
eftablifhes them after fo (olid and 
evident a mariner, that no one can 
queftion her right , « underflanding of 
them without great injuffice. 

SECT. in. 

* ■ 1 . . T . 

Religious JVorfhif is terminated in. 
God alone. . . ' ' 

npTO begin with that Adoration 
*■* which is due to God alone* the 
Catholic Church teaches us, that it 
confifls principally, in believing he is 
bhe Creator and Lord of all things, 
and in adhering to him with all 
the Powers of our Soul, by Faith, 
Hope and Charity, as to him ! 

" alone 



termndtes in God alone . 

.alone who can render us happy by 
the Communication of an infinite 
Good, which is himfelf. 

This interior Adoration, which 
-we render to God in Spirit and in 
Truth, has its- exterior marks-* of 

• which’ the principal isSacrifice,which 
cannot be offered to any but to God; 
becaufe a Sacrifice^ is eftablifhed to 
make a public acknowledgment,and 
a folemn proteftation of Gods So- 

• veraignity, and our abfolute depen- 
dance. 

The fame Church teaches us, that 
all Religious mrfbip ought to termi- 
nate in God as its neceflary end •, and 
that if the honour which (he renders 
to the BleffedVirgin,and to the Saints 
may, in fome fence,be called Religi- 
ous^ is for its neceffary relation to 
God. 

Put before we explicate any fur- 
ther in what this hondfcr confifts, it 
will npt be unufeful to take notice, 
how thofe of the Pretended Refor- 
mation ( obliged by the ftrengdi of 
truths begin to acknowledg the cu- 
ftom of praying to Saints , and ho- 
nouring their Reliques was efiablifhed 
. " D even 



Religious Worjhip 

-even in the fourth age of the Church. 
Monfieur Migrants thus much, in 
that Book he publifhed againft the 
Tradition of the Latin Church a- 
bout the object of Religious Wor- 
fliip, and accufes St. Bafil, St. Am* 
brofe , St. Hierowe , St. John Chry - 
fojim, St. Auguftin , anti many more 
of thofe famous Lights of Antiquity 
who lived in that Age, and above 
all St. Gregory Naz.ianz.tn, who is cal- 
led the Divine by excellence, of ha-* 
ving altered, in this point, the Do- 
ctrine of the three foregoing Ages. 
But it will not appear very likely, 
that M' Dai He fhould undemand the 
Sentiments of the Fathers of the firft 
three Ages , better than thofe 
who gathered, as I may fay, the fuc- 
ceffion of their Do&rine after their 
Deaths 5 and this will be fo much the 
Ids credible, bccaufc the Fathers of 
the fourth Age were fo far from per- 
ceiving they introduced any Novel- 
ty in that Worfliip, that this Mini- 
fter, on the contrary, has quoted fc- 
veral exprefs Texts, by which he 
fhows clearly, they pretended in Pray- 
ing to Saints, to follow the example 

of 
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terminates in Qod alone . 

of their Predeceffors. But without a- 
ny further examination what might 
be the Sentiments of the Fathers of 
the three firff Ages, I will, content 
my fclf with what M. Vailk is pleafed 
to grant, allowing us fo many great 
Men who taught the Church in the 
fourth Age. For tho’ he has taken up- 
on him, twelve hundred Years af- 
ter their Deaths , to give them in 
derifion the name of a kind of Se<9^ 
calling them R eliquarifts, that istp 
fay, Relique-honourers y yet I hope 
thofe of his Communion will have 
more refpeft for thefe great Men. 
They dare not at lead: accufe them 
of falling into Idolatry, by praying 
to Saints, or of deftroying that truft 
which ChrifHans ought to put in JE- 
: SVS CHti 1ST : ana it is to be hoped 
henceforwards they will not reproach 
thefe things to us, when they confi- 
der they cannot do it without accu- 
fing at the fame time thefe excellent 
Men, whofe Sanctity and Learning 
they profefs a reverence for, as well as 
we.But feeing our defign is here to ex- 
pound our Belief,rather than to (how 
who were the defenders of it, wc mud 
continue our explication. D 2 Sect. 




• Invocation of&dftitr. 


SECT. IV. 

* \ 

Invocation of Saints. 

\ . . ■ . •* ! •» ft 

T He Church in teaching it is pro- 
fitable to pray to Saints, teaches 
us to pray to them m the fame Spi- 
rit ofGharity, and according to the 
fame order of Fraternal Society, 
which moves us to demand afliftance 
of our ^Brethren living upon Earth ; 
Cat.x$m. and the Catechifm of the Council 
pm 3. tic. of Trent concludes from this Do&rin, 
De Cultu That if the quality of Mediator, 
which the Scripture gives to JESVS 
CHRIST , ‘received any prejudice 
from the Interccflion made to the 
' Saints, who reign with God,it would 
receive no lefs from the Interceflion 
made to the Faithful who live with 
us. 

This Catechifm (hows us clearly 
the extreme difference betwixt our 
manner of imploring God’s Afii- 
* fiance, and that of imploring the 
Pari 4. tit. Aid of Saints : For (faith it) ire fray 
Qiiisoran- to God , either to give us good things ? 
cins lit Qr ft deliver its from evil j hut hecauje 
-* the 
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the Saints, are more acceptable to him 
than m are , we beg of them to under- 
take .our caufe , and to obtain for us 
thoje things we ft and in need of. From 
whence Jt, comity pafs, that we ufe two . 
very different horns of Prayer *, for to 
Oodthe proper manner of f peaking is 
to fay , HATE PITT ON VS, HEAR , 

OVR PRATER $ whereas we only de- 
fire the Saints TO PRAT FOR VS. 

From wiience we qughc, i to under- 
foot* that; m whai^Terms fbcver, 
thofe prayers, which, we addrefs to 
Saints, are couched, the intention of 
thq Gntirehj.and of her Faithful, re- 
duces them, always to this form, as the 
^atechifm prefently after confirms, an 
Bpt itis gqod to cenfider the** 
Words of the Council it fel^ which Jd. de in - 
prefcribing to , Bifhops how they voc. CSV. 
Ought to fpeak; of the Invocation of 
Saints, obliges them to teach. That 
the Saints wfyo reign with JE S US 
CHRIST, offer up to God their Pray- 
ers for Men, That it is good and profi- 
table to ; invocAte them aftejr an humble 
manner, and to have recourfe to their 
Prayers , Aid, and AJfiftance , to obtain 
of God his Benefits through our Lord 

- , D 3 , JBUS 
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72 Invocation of Saints* 

IESUS CHRIST his Son, who is our 
foie * Saviour and Redeemer. After 
which the Council condemns thofc 
who teach a contrary Dodrine. We 
fee then, to invocate the Saints, ac- 
cording to the fenfeof this Council, 

, is to have recourfe to their Prayers for 
obtaining Benefits from God through 
JESVS CHRIST. So that in reality 
we do not obtain thofe Benefits, 
which we receive by the interceflion 
of the Saints, otherwife than through 
JESVS CHRIST and in his Name 5 
feeing thefe Saints themfelvesprayin 
no other manner than through /£* 
SVS CHRIST-, and are not heard 
but in his Name. This is the Faith of 
the Church, which the Council of 
Trent has clearly explicated in few 
words. After which we cannot ima- 
ging that any one fhouldaccufeus of 
forfaking JESVS CHRIST i when we 
befeech his Members, whoarealfo 
ours, his Children, who are ourBre- 
thren 3 and his Saints, who are our firfi: 
Fruits, to Pray with us, and for us 
to our common Mafter,inthe name 
of our common Mediator. •; ■ 

The fame Council explicates 

t clearly 
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Invocation of Saintr, ’ 73 : 

clearly and in few words, what is the 
intention of the Church, when fhe of- 
fers up to God the dreadful Sacrifice 
to honour the memory of his Saints. 

This honour which we render them 
in Sacrificing,confifts in naming them 
in the Prayers we offer up to God, as 
his faithful Servants; and m rendring^ 
him thanks for the Vi&ories which 
I they have gained,and in humbly be- 
leeching him that he would vouch- 
fafe to favour us by their interceflion. 0 . 

St. Auguftin has told us twelve hun- f 7 * iV ' c ' 
dred years ago, that we ought not to 
think any ficrifices were offered to 
the Holy Martyrs^iltho > the pra&icc 
of the univerlal Church in that time 


was tojoffer Sacrifice upon their holy 
Bodies, and at their Memories \ that is 
to fay, before thofe places where their 
pretious reliqueswere conferv’d-This 
Father ha? moreover added,that they ™ 
made a commemoration of the Mar - ver t>, ‘ 

tyrs at the Holy Altar, in the Celebrati - Apcft* 
on of the Sacrifice ; mt to fray for them 
as they do for other perfons mho are dead ; 
but rather,tha t they might fray for us. I 
relate the Sentiments of thiVHoly Bi- 
fhop, becaufc the Council of Trent 
D 4 s makes, 
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Ccnc.Trid, makes ufe of his very words almoft 
sef 22. to t he Faithful, that the Church 
Cm 3 * dm not offer Sacrifice to the Saints , 
lut to God alone , who bat crowned 
therm, that the;Prie(l alfo does nn ad- 
' * drefis hmfelf to St . Peter and St. Pauly 1 

faying, I OFFER UP TO YOU 
THIS SACRIFICE; hut rendring 
thank[ to . God for their Fi Rories, he 
demands their AJJiflam 5 to the end 
• thofe wh'oje Memory we celebrate upon 

a dearth , would vouchfafe to pray for 
?ff ; in Heaven. After this manner it 
is we honour the Saints, that we may 
obtain the Graces of God by their 
Intcrceffion; and the Principal of 
thofe Graces we hope to obtain, is 
that of imitating them ; to which 
we are excited by the confideration 
of their admirable Examples, and 
by the honour which we render in 
the Prcfencc of God to their happy 
Memories. 

Thofe who will rightly confider 
the DoCtrine we have propofed, will 
be obliged to grant us, that as we do 
not rob God of any of thole perfe- 
ctions peculiar to his infinite Efleuce : 
fo we do not attribute to Creatures 

any 
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any of thcfe qualities, or operations 
proper to God alone : which diftin- 
guiflieth us fo fully from Idolaters, 
that we cannot comprehend why 
fucli a Title fhould be given us. 

And when thefe Gentlemen of 
the pretended Reformation objed , 
that by addrefling our Pravers to the 
Saints, and honouring them all the 
World overasprefent, we attribute 
to them a certain kind of Immcnfity, 
or at lcaft the knowledg of the Se- 
crets of Hearts, which God has nc- 
verthelefs referved to himfelf, as it 
appears by (b many tcltimonies of 
Scripture ; they do not fufficiently 
refled upon our Dodrine. For , in 
fine , without examining what 
grounds may be had to attribute to 
the faints lome certain degree of 
knowledg as to thofe things which 
are adea amongft us, or alfo of our 
fccret thoughts, it is manifefl that to 
fay a Creature may have the know- 
ledg of thefe things, bv a light com- 
municated to him by God, is not to 
elevate a Creature above his condi- 
tion. The Example of the Prophets 
juftify this clearly, God having not 
- D 5 J difdained 

^ 1 * 
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di'fdained.to difcover future things to 
them, tho they appear much more 
particularly refetved to - his own 
-Knowledge. ‘ > : 

Moreover, never any Catholicyet 
thought the Saints knew bur neceffities 
by their own Powcr,no nor the defires 
which mpve us to addrefs our fecret 
Prayers to them. The Church con^ 
tents herfelf to teach,with all Antiqui- 
ty, thefe Prayers to be very profitable 
to fuch who make them,whether it be 
the Saints know them by the miniftry 
and communication of Angels, who, 
according to the teftimony orScrip- 
ture, know what paffes amongft us,be- 
jngeftablifhed by Gods order, as admi- 
rultring Spirits^to cooperate with us in 
the work of our Salvation ; whether 
k be that God himfelf makes kpown 
to them our defires by a par ticular Re- ' 
vdamnpi laftly,whcther it be that he 
di (covers the fecret to them in his di- 
vine EJfeveem which all truth is corn- 
pnfed. So that the Church has not de- 
cided any thing about thefe different 
methods, which God might be plea- 
fed to make ufe of for that end. 

. But let thefe means be what they 

will. 
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will, it is always certain the Church 
does not attribute to the Creature a- 
ny of the divine perfe&ions, as the I- 
dolatersdidjfeeing fhc permits us not 
to acknowledg, even in the greateft 
Saints, any degree of Excellency 
which does not proceed fromGodjnor 
any acceptablefiefs in his Sight, but by 
their vertues ; nor any vertue,whicn 
is not a gift of his Grace ; nor any 
knowledge of human affairs, bur 
what is communicated to them; nor 
any Power to afliffc us, but b^ their 
Prayers ; nor,in fine, any felicity, but 
by a fubmiflion and a perfect confor- 
mity to his divine will.. 

It is therefore true, that by exami- 
ning what are our interiour fenti- 
merfts concerning the Saints jit will be 
found we do not raile them above the 
condition of Creatures ; and from 
thence one ought to judge of what na- 
ture that exteriour honour is, which 
we render thcm;exteriour veneration^ 
being efiablifhcd to teftify the interi- 
our fentimentsof the Mind. . 

__ But becaufe this honour, which the 
Church renders to the Saints,appcars. 
principally before their Images and 

holy 



, Images and Reliques. 

holy Reliques, it will be proper to 
' explicate her belief concerning them. 


Qonc.Trid, 
Stf. 24 . 
Dec de In- 
voc. &c» 


SECT. V. 

Images and Reliques. 

A S for Images, the Council of 
Trent forbids us exprefly to be- 
. heve any divinity or vertue in them , 
for which they ought to be reverenced 5 
tj demand any favour of them , or to put 
any truft in them , and ordains that all 
die honour which is given to diem 
fhould*be referred to the Saints them- 
fclves who are reprefented by them. 

All thefe words of the Council are 
like fo many chara&ers to diftinguifh 
us from Idolaters, feeing we are fo fir 
from believing with them any Divi- 
nity annexed to the Images 5, that we 
do not attribute to them any other 
vertue but that of exciting in us the 
remembrance of thofe they reprefent. 

The honour we render Images is 
grounded upon this. No Man, for 
example, can<teny but that when we 
look upon the figure of JESTS 
CHRIST crucified, it excites in us a 
more lively remembrance of him, 
jp.'jo loved U 6 fo 06 to deliver himfelf 
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up to Death for m. While this Image Gal, 2 . 
being prefent before our Eyes, cauies 
fo precious a remembrance in our - 
Souls, we are moved to teftify by 
feme exceriour figns how far our gra- 
titude bears us 5 and by humbling our 
felves before the Image,we fhow what 
is our fubmiffion to our Saviour. So 
that to fpeak precifely, and according 
to the Ecclefiaftical (file , when 
we honour the Image of an A- 
pqftle or a Martyr, our intention is 
not fo much to honour the Images to 
honour the-Apoflle or the Martyr inf re- 
fence of the Image. Thus the Roman 25. Dec. * 
Pontifical tells us, and the Council of de Jnv. C fc 
Trent expr efles the famething,when 
it fays, that the Honour we render to 
Images , has fuch a reference to thofe 
they represent ; that by the means of 
thofe Images which we Kifs 3 and before 
which we Kneel y we adore J E S 11 S 
CHRIST, and honour the Saints , 
whofe Types they are. 

In fine, one may know with what 
Intention the Church honours Ima- , 
ges, by that honour which {he renders, 
to the Crois and to the Bible. All the 
World fees very well , that before 
•7 ' ' ' • the 
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i Pet. 2. theCrofs Ihe adores him who bore our \ 
Imqwtes upon the wood \ and that if 
her children bow the head before the 
Bible, if they rife up out of refpeft 
when it is carried before them, and 
if they kifs it reverently, all this Ho- 
nour is referred to the eternal V erity j 
which it propofeth to us. 

They mufi have but little Juft ice 
who treat with the term of Idolatry 
that religious fentment which moves ' 
us to uncover our heads, and bow | 
them before the Image of the Crofs, 
in remembrance of him who was cru- 
cified for the love of us-, and it would I 
be too much blindneis not to perceive 
the exceffive difference betwixt thofc 
who put their truft in Idols,out of an 
opinion that fome divinity, or fbme 
vertue was, as I may fay 3 tied to them, 
and thofe who declare, as we do, that 
they will not make ufe of Images, 
but to raife their minds towards hea- 
, . ven, to the end they may there ho- 
nour JESUS CHRIST or his Saints," 
and in the Saints God himfelf, who 
is the Author of all San&ity Sc Grace. , 
After the fame manner we ought 
to underhand that Honour which we 

m . 
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pay to Reliques, following the Ex- 
ample of the Primitive Church; and 
if our Adverfaries would -but consi- 
der that we look upon the Bodies of 
. Saints, as having beenV i&ims offered 
up to God either by Martyrdom or 
by Penance, they would not think 
the Honour which we pay them up- 
on this account, could alienate us 
from that which we render to God 
himfelf. 

We may fay in general, That if 
they would but conuaer how the afc 
fe&ions which we bear to any one 
propagates it felf, without being divi- 
ded, t6 his Children, to his friends, 
and after that, by Several degrees, to 
the representation of him. to any re- 
mains of him,and to any thing which 
renews in us his remembrance ; If 
they did but conceive that Honour 
has" the like progreflion, feeing Ho- 
nour is nothing elfe but Love mixed 
with Refpeft and Fear ; in fine, If 
they would but confider, that all 
the* exteriour Worfhip of the Ca- 
tholic Church has its Source in 
God himfelf, and returns back a- 
gain to him : they would never 
' ' believe 



Images and Rgljques. 

believe j this Worfhip , which he 
himfclf alone animates, could excite 
his JcaloLtlic. They would, on the 
contrary, fee, that if God, as jealous 
as he is of the love of Men, does not 
look upon us as diyiding our felves 
betwixp him and Creatures, when we 
love our. Neighbour for the love of 
him; the lame Gpd, tho jealous of 
the Honour which his faithful pay 
him, cannot look upon themas divi- 
ding that Worfhip which is due to 
him alone, when, out of tefped to 
him, they houour thofe whom he 
has honoured. : i. 

It is true, neverthelefs, that feeing 
the fcnfible marks of reverenee are 
not all of them abiblutely neceffary, 
the Church might without the leaft 
alteration in her Do&rine, extend 
thefe exteriour Pra&icos more or j 
lefs, according to the different exi- 
gences of times, places, or .occurren- 
ces, being defirous that her children 
lhould not be fkvifhly fubjeft to fen- 
flble things, but only excited, and,as 
it were, adverb fed bv their means to 
fly to God, and to oner up to him in 
Spirit and in T ruth that rational fer- 

vke 
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vjce which he experts from his crea- 
tures. 

One may fee by this doflrin with 
what truth I affirmed, that a great 
paft of our Controvemes would va-. 
nifh by the foie underftanding of the 
'Term, if thefe Points were but dif- 
cufled with charity. *And if our ad- 
verfaries would but with moderation 
consider the foregoing Explications, 

, which comprehend the exprels do- 
£hin of the Council of Tratf, they 
WQWl.d eeafe to aceufe us of injuring 
the Mediation of JESVS CHRIST^ 
of invocaring the Saints, and adoring 
Images after a manner whiph is pe- 
culiar to God alone. It is true: that 1 
feeing, in one fenfe, Adoration, Tnvo- 
cation,and the name of Mediator are 
only proper to God and JESVS 
' ' CHRIST ^ t is no hard matter to mif- 
apply thefe terms, whereby to render 
our do&rine odious. But if they be 
ftri6My kept to that fenfe in which we 
ufe them, thefe objefrions and accu- 
fations will lofe their force;and if any 
other lefs important difficulties re- 
main to thefe Gentlemen of the^Pre- 
tended Reform’d Religion, fincerity 
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will oblige them to acknowledge they 
are fatisncd as to the principal fubjeft 
of their complaints. 

Furthermore, there is nothing fo 
unjuft as to accufe the Church of 
placing all her Piety in thefe Devoti- 
ons to the Saints, feeing, as we have 
Seff, 2$. already obfervpd, the Council of 
Dec. de Trent contents it felf to teach the 
inv. &V. Faithful, that this Pra&ice is good and 
beneficial , without faying any more 
- of it. So that the intention of the 
Church is only to condemn thole, who 
reject this Pra&ice, either out of dif- 
relped or error. She is obliged to 
condemn them,becaufefhe is obliged . 
not to fuller any Pra&ice which is . 
beneficial to Salvation to be defpi- 1 j 
fed, nor a Doctrine authorifed by An- 
tiquity to be condemned by Novel/ifts . ; 

SECT. VI. 

J uftification. 

T 'He Do&rine of Juftification will 
fhew yet more clearly how ma - 
ny Difficulties may be ended by a 
plain Expofition of our Sentiments. 

Thofe who are never To little ver- 
fed in the Hiftory of the Pretended 

Re- 


Digitized by Google 



Jtiftificaiion. 85 

Reformation, are not ignorant how 
the firft Authors propos’d this Article 
to all the World as the principal of _ 
all the reft, and as the moft diential 
caufe ol their feparation : So that this 
is the moft neceflary to be well under- 
ftood. 

We believe, in the firft place,that Com-Trii. 
Our fins are freely forgiven us by the dt - sef. 6. c. 9 . 
vine mercy* for JESVS CHRIST'S 
fac.Thi ne are the exprefs terms of 
the Council of Trent, which adds,that 
we art / aid to be jufttfied gratis, bee unfit ? Ibiic. 8. 
none of thofie alls which f recede Jufirfi- 
cation , whether they be Faith or Good 
Works , can merit this Grace. 

, Seing the Scripture explicates the re- 
miffionof fins, by fometimes telling us 
that God covers them , and fometimes 
that he tabes them away, and blots them Tit 2 . 6 
out by the Grace of his Holy Sprit, 7. * *. ’ 

, which makes us new creatures ; we be- 
lieve, that, to form a perfeft Idea of 
the Juftification of a Sinner, we muft 
ioyn together both thefc Expreffions. 

For which reafon we believe our fins 
not only to be co* vered,buz alfo entirely 
wafbed away by the Blood of JESVS 
CHRIST, and by the Grace of Re- 
' ) , generation 5 
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• neceflary duty of a Chriftian righ- 
teoufnefs. which 'obliges us to con- 
fefs htwribly with St. Auguftine, that 
' our Juftieein this fife conufts rather 
in the remillion of Sin, than in the 
perfe&ion of : Vertues. 

" ; SEGT. VE 
Merits of GoodfVorbg. 

A S to the Merit of Good works, Sef. 6.c. 

the Catholic Church teachcth l6 - 
us, that eternal life ought to be propo- 
fed to the Children of God , both as a 
Grace , which is mercifully promfed to 
them by the Mediation of our Lord 
JESUS CHRIST, and as a recom- 
' pence which is faithfully rendred to 
' their good Works , and Merits , in uer~ 
tue of this Promife. Thefe are the, 

^proper terms of the Council of Trent. 

But left human Pride fhould flatter 
it (elf with an opinion of a prefump- 
tuous merit'jthe fame council teach- Mid. - , 
eth us, that all the price and value 
of a Chriftians works proceeds from 
the fan&ifying Grace which is given 
us gratis m the Name of JESUS 
CHRIST and that ir is an efteft of 

the 
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the continual Influence of this Di- 
vine Head upon its Members, 

Really the Precepts, Exhortations, 
Promifes, Threatnings, and Reproa- 
ches of the(j oftelfliew clearly enough, 
we miift work out our Salvation by 
the co-operation of our Wills toge- 
ther with the Grace of God affifhng 
us : But it is one of our Firfl: Princi* 
pies, That the Free-will can ad no- 
thing conducing to Eternal Happi- 
nefs, but as it is moved and elevated 
by the Holy Ghoft. = 

So that the Church knowing it is 
this Divine Spirit which works in us 
bv his Graces all the Good we do. 
fhe is obliged to believe the Good 
Works of the Faithful are very ac- 
ceptable to God, and of great confi- 
deration before him ; and it is jufl: 
fhe fhould make ufe of the word Me- 
rit, with all Chriftian Antiquity, 
whereby fhe maj principally denote 
phe value, the price, and the dignity 
of thofe Works which we perform 
through Grace. But feeing all their 
San&ity comes from God,who produ- 
ces them in us, the fame Church has 
in the Council of Trent received chefe 

words 
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words of Si Auguflin , as a Do&rine 
of Catholic Faith, That God crowns 
his own Gifts in crowning the Merits 
of his Servants. 

We beg of thofe who love Truth 
and Peace, that they woud be plea- 
fed here to read the words of this 
Council a little more at length, to 
the end they may once for all difa- 
bufe themfelvesof thofe falfeimpref- 
lions which have been given them 
concerning our Dottrine. Although we Sef. 6. c. 
fee fay the Fathers in this Council, that 
holy Writ efteems Good Works fo much, 
that JESUS CHRIST himf'elffrom - 
fes, 'f hat a glafs of cold water gi ven to 
the ftyr fhall not want its reward $ and 
that the Apoftlc teftifies how a moment 
of light pain endured in this worlds 
fhall produce an eternal weight of Glo- 
ry : neverthelefs , God forbid a Cbri- 
jlian fhould glory in himfelfand not in 
our Lord , whofe Bounty is fo great to ad 
men,that he will have thofe gifts which 
he bettows upon them to be weir merits ; 

This Do&rine is difperfed through- 
out the whole Council, which, teacherh 
us in another Sctfion, That we, who sejf, 14. c, * 
can do nothing of our f elves , can do all 8. 

things 
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Will the Church never be able to 
perfuade her Children, now become 
her Adverfaries, neither by theEx- 
pofition of her Faith, tior by theDe- 
cifions of her Councils, no*- by the 
Prayers in her Sacri fice, that her be- 
Kef is, ihe can have no -life but in 
jfESVS CffR ISTp and that (he has 
no Hope but in him ? ; Th is hope is 
£0 firm, it makes the Children of 
God ,, who walk faithfully in his 
Way's, find 4 ‘peace which furpajfeth all Phil. 4.7. 
mderftandirig) as the Apoftle tells us. 

But tho this hope be flronger than 
the promifes and menaces of the 
World, and fnfficient to calm the 
troubles of our Confciences 5 yet it 
does not wholly extinguish Fear : 
for tho we be allured Goa will never 
abandon us of his own accord,yet we 
are never certain we (hall not lofe him 
by our own fault, in rejecting his In- 
fpirations. He-has been pleafcd by his 
having fear to mitigate that confidence 
which he has infufed into his chil- 
dren, becaufe, as St AigiMn tells us, 
fuch is our Infirmity in this place 01 
temptations and dangers, that an ab- 
folutc fccurity would produce tepidity 

E and 
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and pride in us, whereas this fear, 

I which , according to the Apoftles 
command, makgs u* workout our Sab 
?kih 2. i a. Nation with trembling , renders us 
— more vigilant, and makes us rely 
with a Aore humble dependence up- 
on hi rn 5^/70 workl in us by hif Grace, 
both to will, and to do, according to hie 
good Pleajure , as the fame St. Paul 
ihii, 1 3. expreflesit 

Thus you have feen what is mod 
neceffaty in the Dodrine of Juftifi- 
r cation 5 and our Adverfaries would 
be very unreasonable, if they fhowld 
not confefs that this Dodrine luffices 
to teach Chriftians they are obliged 
to referall the Glory oftheif Salvati- 
on to God rhroughJfSTtf CHRIST. 

' If the Minifters after this (hould go 

about to move queftions about fub- 
tilties, it is good to advertife them, 
that it becomes them not now to be fo 
- Scrupulous in our behalfs, after ha- 
ving granted what they have done to 
the Lutherans , and their own Bre- 
thren,concerning Predeftination and 
Grace. This their conduct towards 
them, ought to have taught them in 
tin's matter to reduce themfelvcs to 

what 
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what is abfolucely neceflary for the 
eftablifhment of the foundations- 
of ChriftiariPiety. 

But if they could but once refolvc 
to prefix theie limits to themfelves, 
they would be prefently fatisfied.and 
they would ceafe to accufe us or an- 
nulling the GracOof God, by attri- 
buting all to our good Works ; fee- 
ing we have fhown them in fuch clear 
terms of the Council of Trent p thefe 
three Points, fo dccifive as to this mat- 
ter 5 H hat our Sins are pardoned us out 
of Pure Mercy, for the Jake of. JESUS 
CHRIST. ; That we are indebted for 
that Juftitc, which is inns by the Holy 
Ohoft to a liberality gratis bellowed up- 
on us 5 and that all the good worki we 
do are but fo many gifts of his 
Grace * ;« 

And indeed we muft acknowlcdg, 
that the learned of their Party ao 
not contend (o much of late about 
this Subje&,as they did formerly,and 
there are but few who do not now 
confcfs, there ought not to have been 
a breach upon tnis Point. But if this 
important difficulty about Juftifi- 
ficauon , upon which their firft 
E 2 Authors 
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, Authors laid all their' tacTs. be. not 
looked upon now as efTenualby the 
wifeft Perfons ..amongft theip s wc 
leave them to think what they ought 
to judge of .their ^Separation , and 
what hopes there would be of an U- 
nion,- if i they wppid but overcorne 
their Prejudice^^d Quit the Spirit 
of G>ntentioi>.\ f - -r ’ ; r 
S E C T. VIII. ' 
SattifaftiortSs Purgatory , and Indul- 

• gw*- 

W E muft farther explicate af- 
ter what manner we believe 
we can make Satisfa&ibn to God 
through his Grace, to the end we 
may not leave any doubt upon this 
matter uncleared. t . . 

Catholics unanimoufly teach ,that 
JESVS CHRIST, God and Man, 
was folcly capable, through the infi- 
nite Dignity of his Perfon. to offer 
up to God a fufficient Satisfaction for 
our Sins. But having fatisfied Super- 
abundantly, he could apply this infi- 
nite Sadsfadion after two manners: 
either by an entire Hemiffiou, with- 
out referving any punifhment : or elfe 

• . . b y 
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by changing a greater punifhment 
.into a left, that is, an eternal pain in- 
to a temporal This firft manner be- 
ing more comple.at, and more con- 
formable to his Gobdnefsj he makes 
ufe of it immediately in Baptifm : 
but we belieye he makes ufe of the 
fecond in the pardon he grants to 
thofe who fall after Baptifm, being 
carried ih fome'ihanner to it by the 
ingratitttdfc of rhofe'toho have abu- 
fed his firfh Gifts *, fo as they are to 
fuffer fbmp temporal pain, tho the 


ctctaAf bfe remitfcdf'V 1 ' ’! * ’ / • * * 
ft muff! h6t ; he hence concluded. 



that having obtained an abfplute 
DjMhirtipn - over us. by the infinite 
Prifie^e has Wen for pur Salvdtibh, 
he grants' tfcpardon,’ Upon what con- 
dition, wtet jaw, or With what re- 
ftr i&ibn it pieces fiirfr. 
r : ; We Oiould bq injurious and un- 
grateful toWr Saviour, fbould we 
dare to d&y^e infinite Value of his 
Merits, tinder: pretenfe that when he 
f,1 5RSHS^FjeSm of Mam> 1 he does 
i tft fame time free ti$ from 
• £ f : all 




Satis faHtons, Purgatory, 

all the confequences of it, but leaves^ 
us flill fubjeft to Death, and fo ma»* 
ny ether corporeal and fpiritual in- 
firmities, which this Sin brought up- 
on us.lt lufficesthat7£ST>S CHRIST 
has once paid the price bv which we 
fhall be one day entirely freed from 
the evils which overwhelm us $ it is 
our parts to enabrape with humility 
and thanksgiving every part of his 
benefits, by confidering by what 
progrefs it pleafes him to procure 
' our deliverance, according to that 
order which his Wifdom has efta- 
• blifhed for our good, and for a more 
clear manifeffation of his Bounty 
and Juftice. •: ■ ’ 

Upon the like accouut we ought 
not to think it ftrangc, that he, who 
has fhown us fo great Mercy in Bap- 
tifin,fhould be more feyere towards 
us,aftcr our having violated our holy 
promifes. It is juft, yes and beneficial 
to our Salvation, that God in remit- 
ting our Sin together with the eter- 
nal pain which wc deferved Sox it, 
fliould exaft of us fome tem wal 
Pain to retain us in ourduttes ; left if 
we fhould be too fpcedily freed from 
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the Bonds of Juft ice, we ftiould aban- 
don our felves to a temerarious Con- 
fidence , abufing the facility of a 
Pardon. 

It is then to fatisfie this Obligati- . 
on, we are fubje&cd to lome painful 
"Works, which we muft accomplifti * 
in the Spirit jof Humility and Pe- 
nance. v and it was the ncceflity of 
thefe fatisfa&ory Works which obli- 
ged the Primitive Church to im- ' 
pofc upon Penitents thofe Pains cal- 
led Canonical. 

' When therefore ihe impofes upon 
Sinnerspainful and laborious works, 
and they undergo them with humili- 
ty 5 this is called Satisfattion-, and wh en, 
regarding the fervour of the Peni- 
tents.or fome other -Good Works 
which (he' has preferibed them, flie 
pardons fome part of that Pain which 
is due to them, this is call’d Indulgence. 

. The Council of T rent propofes no- cmfa. | 
thing elfe to be believed concerning Sejf. 25 . 4 
Indulge .ceS) but that the power to grant f e f) d r c - 
them has been given to the Church by - ^ 

JESUS CHRIST, and that the ufe of . 
them ti beneficial to Salvation ; to 
which this Council adds, That this 
E 4 power 



Satisfaftionsy Purgatory , 

this Power ought to be retained , yet 
nevertheless. ujed with moderation, left 
lice lefiaftic al difeipline fhould be weak 
ned by an over-great facility : which 
ihows the manner of granting Indul- 
gences to regard difdpline. 

Thofc who depart this Life in 
Grace and Charity, but neverthelefs 
- indebted to the divine Juftice .ft 
Pains which itreferved, are to 
them in the other Life, This iswL_ 
obliged all the Primitive Chriftians 
to otter up Prayers, Alms-deeds ap^ 
Sacrifices, for the Faithful whp de- 
parted in Peace and in the Com- 
munion of the Church, with an 
fared Faith that they could be afljfad 
by thefe means. This is what the 
Councilof Trent propofestoour&r 
lief, touching the Souls detained, in 
Purgatory, without determining* in 
what their pains confift, or many or 
ther fach like things 5 concern- 
ing which this holy Councibdemands 
great moderation, blaming thofe whp 
divulge what is uncertain or fafpe&ed. 

Such is the innocent and holy DtH 
chine of the Catholic Church touchy 
ingSatisfadipns, which has been im- 
puted 
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noted to tar a»fee«» 
ter this Explication, thole of the Pre- 
tended R&rro’d ,&%<» accu|_ux 
of injuring th® SHisMwn of JbSVS 

omts% they mfihm foremen 

tdithe- W-¥ ee!> f ?* W&fW* 
tbutaoMugd nintittgin mf-mfH- 
but wfe it is infinite , ; 6m k&P' tfitie re- 
mining fdtedwinrk m bmjmm 
amt ’tut from Any.'dtfftf ■*» m W~ 
ment, but tvm wmh 

he bin eildlbjhtd tit rm» 0 W# J Or 

■ ring difcifU/ie by j# 

But if they alio tell Wjrebcheve ne 
an of. out fifties [Mtfiefbr jomfiWf f 
the M* due to «»*»* 

conddbtee affure theta, ithp contrary 
appears: by tta Maxims we ha ve d fa- 
biithediwhich Maxims make it dear- 
ly appear, that our Salvation isj'o O- 
fher but a work of Mera; and Grace; 
that what vte do bydie Grace of Gffd 
is nolefs his vratk, than what- he does 
afaaeiby hh abfoluK Powetj and du- 
ly* that what w.e give to him, apper- 

iaws no let to him, than what he 
mves to us- To which wemuft add, 
That what we call Samoa ton, 

vwj-io-r Ej •' ■ fo>' 
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following the Example of the Pri- 
mitive Church, is, after all, nothing 
but the application of the infinite 5*- . 
tisfMon of JESVS CHRIST 
This very Confiderarion ought 
to appcafe thofe who are offended 
when we tell them. That God is fo 
well pleafed with fraternal Charity, \ 
and die Communion of Saints, that 
he frcquendy alfo accepts of thofe 
Satisfactions which we offer up one j 
for another. * It feems thefe Men do 
jiot conceive how much all we are I 
belongs to God, nor how all the 
Kindneffes which his Bounty makes j 
him have for the Faithful , the 
Members of JESUS CHRIST , are 
neceffarily referred to this Divine 
Head. But certainly thofe who have 
read and confidered how God him- 
felf infpires his Servants with ade- ! 
fire to afflid themfelves with Faff- - 
ing. Hair-cloth, and Afhes, not 
only for their own Sins, but alfo for 
the Sins of all the People^ will not be 
aftonifhed if wc fay, that being touch- 
ed with the delight he has to graofic 
his Friends, he mercifully accepts 
of the humble Sacrifice of their 
' v voluntary 
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voluntary mortifications, in abate- 
ment of thofe chaftifements he pre- 
pared for his people; which (hows 
that being flushed by thefe, he ren- 
ders himlelf more mild towards the 
others, by this means honouring his 
Son JESVS CHRIST in the com- 
munion of his members, and in the 
holy fociety of his myftical body. 

SECT. IX. 

* _ * 1 

The Sacraments . , 

\ * 

T H E Order of Do&rine requires * 
we Ihould now fpeak of the Sa- 
craments, by which the merits of 7£- 
• SVS CHUIST arc apply ed to us. See- 
ing the difputes we have concerning 
them, if we except the Eucharift, arc 
not fo hot as the others; we will in 
the firft place clear,in fhort, the 
chrifeft diificuties which arc railed 
concerning the other, and referve the 
Eucharift, as the molt important of 
all the reft, till the laft. 

The Sacraments of the new Cove- 
nant are not facrcd figns only,which 
reprefent Grace, nor feals which 
confirm it; but the Inftrumenrs 
' • • * . - of 
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of the Holy Ghoft, which ferve to 
apply it to uSj and which confer it * 
upon us by vertue of the words which 
are pronounced j and the exterioui 
action which is performed, upon 
condition we put not any Impedi* 
ment by our not being rightly 
difpofed. • 

Whilft God annexes fo great Grace 
to exteriour figns, which nave not of 
their own nature any proportion 
with fo admirable an effeft,hefhows 
us clearly, that beiidcs all we can do 
interiourly of our felvcs by our good 
difpofitions,there muft neceflarily in- 
tervene, before we can be juftified, 
a fpecial operation of the Holy* 
Ghat, and a peculiar application of 
themcrit of our Saviour, which is ex- 
hibited to us by the Sacraments. So 
that this Dedr me cannot be rejected 
without injuring the merits of JESVS 
CHRIST-, and the operation of his 
divine power in our regeneration . • . 

We acknowledg feven ifacred Signs 
or Ceremonies eftabfifhed by JESVS 
CHRIST , as the ordinary means 
for the San&ification and perfecti- 
on <of the new man. Their divine - , 

inftitution. 
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&flfetfien appeavs in the hply Scrip- 
tyre, either by the exprefs words of 
$£SV& CHRIST* who eftaj)lifl*e4 
*hena*Qi' by the Grace which,accord- 
iflg to the &mpScripture 3 is aaaex- 
edtQ ^jTL and u^efjarily fhowp 
a divine , Inmtution. . (t - 



a Baptifm- 

Seeing little Children cannot Rip- 
ply the want of Baptifjn by a£fcs of 
Faith, Hope and Charity, nor by the 
vow to receive this Sacrament-:, we 
believe that, if they do not really re- 
ceive it, they do not in any- manner 
partake of the Grace of Redempti- 
on $ and therefore dying jp Adam, 
they have not any part in JESVS 
CHRIST ; 

It is good to obferve here how 
the Lutherans belfeve with the Ca- 
tholic Church the abfolute -necejflity 
of Baptifm, and are aftonilhed with 
her, chat inch a truth fhould be 
denied, which neyer any one before 
Calvin durft openly call in queftion, , 
it was fo firmly rooted in the Minds 
of all the Faithful. 
NevatheJelsjtheiVtf He form'd 

are 


10 A Confirmation, Penance, &c. 

• * • 

are not apprehenfive voluntarily to 
let their Children die like the Chil- 
dren of Infidels, without bearing any 
Mark of Chriftianity^ and without 
, # receiving any Grace, if their Deaths 
lhould chance to prevent the day of 
their Affcmbly. . ; 

Confirmation. 

The hnpofition of Hands pra£ti- , 
fed by the Holy Apoftles, to confirm • 
the Faithful againft Perfecutions, ha- 
ving- its principal Effeft in the interi- 
ms. 8. 1 5, tiour Defccnt of the Holy. Ghoft, 
17. and the infufion of his Gifts, it ought 
not to have been rejected by our Ad- 
verfaries, under pretence the Holy 
Ghoft defeerids now no more vifibly 
> upon us. Thus all Chriftian Church- 
es fince the Apoftles times have reli- 
giously retained it, making ufe alfo 
’ x * of Holy Chrifm, to fhew the vertue 
of this Sacrament by a more exprefs 
reprefentation of the interiour Vln- 
dh’on of the Holy Ghoft. 

Penance, and Sacramental Confefiion. 

We believe that JESVS' CHRIST 
has been pleafed, thofe, who have 

lub- 


igilized by Coogll: 


JPenancejind Sacrament d CcttfeJJion. 

fubmitted themfelves to the Autho- 
rity of the Church by Baptifm, and 
who have fince violated the Laws of 
the Gofpel, fhouldcome and fubmit 
'themfelves to the Judgment of the. 
fame Church in the Tribunal of Pe- 
nance, where fhe exercifes the Pow- 
er which is given her of remitting Mml. 18 . 
and retaining fms. L 8 v 

The Terms of that Commiffion * ' * 5 
which is given to the Minifters of the 
Church to abfolve from fin, arefo 
general, they cannot without temeri- 
ty be redrained to public fins 5 and 
feeing, when they pronounce that ^ 

’ Abfolution in the Name of JESVS 
CHRIST i they only follow the ex- i; t .. t 
prefs Terms of this Commiffion, the 
Sentence is look’d upon as rendred by 
JESVS CHRIS^T himfelf, by whom . 
they arc efiablifhed Judges. It is this 



exteriourly exercifes the Fun&ion. 

This Penitential Court of Judica- 
ture being fo neceflary a curb to Li- 
berty, fo plentiful afource of wife 
Admonitions, fo fenfibk a Confola- 
tiou for Souls affti&ed for their Sins, 
r ... when 
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when their abibkitioh is ngtonly de- 
clared in general terms, as it is pra- : 
&ifed by the Mlnftlcrs* but when, 
they are in reality abfolved by the, 
authority o£%ESfl>Sr fHH /$ 3 p 5 a&er ; 
a particular. cx2minatji<)n ! 5 ,and fenpw >;* 
ledg of the Cafe : we casmot believe 
• our adveriaries can look upon fp 
many benefits without regretting 
their lofs, and without beii^g fome- 
whac » afhamied of a Reformation 
which has caftofffo facing and to* 
holy a prafrife. ? 4 i 

4.1 ' * . ‘ „ ’ -J « ' ‘ , t 

• Extrem 

The Holy Ghoft having, aceord- 
i i4» ing to the teftimony of St 
5 5 * ~ hexed aft exprefs promife of remilfi- 

on of fins, and conifori? of the kick, ■ 
. t to Extr earn Un&iohjnothing is want- 
ing to make this facred ceremony a 
true Sacrament. It is only to he re* 
sejf. 14. marked J that according to the Dd- 
2. de ftrineor ' the Conned of Trautf. the 1 
Sac. Extr. fick ard more rek^v’edin rcipefii of 
the foul than of the body v and that 1 
as the fpi ritual pfofit is always the ; 
principal objeft of the new law. fo it 
is that alfb which Wc ought abfolutely 
turn r -r to ■ 

■ I 
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Marriage Orders, 

to expe&from this holy un£f ion, if we 
be rightly difpofed for it; whereas the 
eafe in ficknels is only granted with a 
refpedt to our eternal falvation, accor- 
ding to the fecret dilpohtions of di- 
vine Providence, and the different de- 
grees of preparation and faith which 
is found in die Faithful. 

Marriage. 

When wd confldcr how JESUS 
CHRIST has given a new form to 
Marriage, reducing this holy fociety 
to two peifons immutably and indif- 
folubly. united ; and when we fee this 
in foparable union, thefjgn of his' c- 
ternar Union with his Church; we 
fhall not have any difficulty to com- 
prehend that the marriage of the 
Faithful is accompanied by ttys Holy 
Ghoff, and by Grace j and we (half 
praife the divine bounty for having 
beerr thus pleafcd to confecrate the 
originof our birth. 

Orders. 

The Imposition of Hands, which 
the Ad min ft rators of facred tilings re- 
ceive, being accompanied with fo 
apparent a vertuc of the Holy 
Ghoff and fo full an infuhon of his 

Grace, 


toy 

D 


Math. 19 . 
5 * 


1 Tin 1. 4 . 

2 Tin, 2 . 
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108 Eucharift. 

Grace, it ought to be placed amongft 
the number of the Sacraments. And 
indeed we muft acknowledge' our I 
Conf. de Adverfaries do not abfolutely ex-. 
Foy, Art. c l uc le the Confecration of Minifters, 
but only exclude it from the num- 
ber of the Sacraments which arc 
common to the whole . Ch arch. «- r 

■» , r 

* SECT. X. j 

D o&rine of the Church touching tlx 
\ Real Prefence of the Body and Blood, 
of JESUS CHRIST in the Eocha- 
rift , and the manner how the Church 
under ft an is thefe tVords , This is 
my Body. 

• 

X 7T TE are come, you fee,at lafl 
V V to theQueftion of theEu* • 
charift, where it will be neceflary to 
explicate our Doctrine more fully, 
however without exceeding too much 
the Bounds we have prelcribcd our , 
felves. 

The Real Prefence of the Body j 
. and Blood of our Saviour is folidlv 
eftabliflied by the Words of the In- 
ftitution, which we underftand lite- 
rally ^and there is no more rcafon to 
• * ask 


* * ’ ,-T 

This is my Body , . 

a$c us, why we fix our felvcs to the 
proper and literal fenfe, than there , 

Is to ask a Traveller why he follows 
the high Road. It is their parts 
who have recourfe to the figurative 
fenfe , and who take by-paths , to 
give a Reafon for what they do. As 
for its, who find nothing in the words 
which JESVS CHRIST makes ufe 
of for the Infhtution of this My- 
ftery obliging ns to take them 
m a figurative fenfe , we v think . ^ 
t£at a fufficient Reafon to determine 
to the literaL But we are ye? 
more, powerfully engaged, when we 
come to confider in this Myftety 
the Intention of the Son of God, 
which I will explicate after Ac 
pj^ineft ^manner I ^am 

Adverfaries thetir^W^e^o^A^ 

::i fay then,. Thefe WOrdsfof m 
Saviour, Take eat , this my body gi- m mb. 16. 
*. venforyou , fhewsuiSjthat as the and- Luc. 22. 
ent Jews did not in Spirit only vmite 
themfelves to the Immolation of the 
Vi&im. which was ofoedfor them, 
hut that in reality they eat the facri- . ; i • 
Seed Flefh, which was to them a 1 
Kkk • . r . mark 
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Lev it. 6. 
30. ' 


^ . 4 . •. »yr 
.... • \ 


Iw hmfi * , 

mark of their partaking of that obla- 
tion : So JESUS CHRIST becoming 
himfelf pur Victim, would have us 
really eat of the flefla of his Sacrifice, 
to the end the actual communica- 
tion of this adorable fielh might be 
a perpetual teftimony to every one 
of us in particular, that it was for 
us he took it, and for us he im- 
molated it. 

God had forbidden the Jews to 
eat of the fin-offering, to teach them 
that a true expiation of their crimes 
was not , to be accomplifhed in the 
JUw, nor by the blood of Beads : 
all -the people lay, as it were a un- 
der ah interdiction by this pro- 
hibition, without being able to 
have any aCtual participation of the 
remiffipn of ' Sins. By a eonprar* 
reafpfi ^was .necefiary the B<pdy 
our BMcd .'SavipuF, the trile T 
immolated for fin, fliould be eaten 
by the Faithful to fhow them, by 
this eating, that the remiffion of 
fin was accomplished in the new 

•r* n BP ttlTJil 7! : r . .-iluJll’ 

Teftamcnt., 


Levit . 17. 
II. 



ThisTi iky body. s 

fpnsioj; thisjj^rofeibition was, becaijfe; 
the Blood, was given us for the Expia- 
tion of eur Souls. But on the contrary, 
our Bieflcd Sayiour gives us his Blooa 
to drink, becaufe it is fhed for the re- 
mfjion of Sins . 

So that the eating of the Body 
and Blood of the Son of God is as 
real at the Holy Table 5 asthe Grace, 
the expiation of Sins, and the par- 
ticipation of the Sacrifice of JESUS 
CHRIST is adtual and real in the 
neyv Covenant. * ' • ’ ; ' , ' 

, NcvertheMs^ feeing, he, defired to 
exercife our Faph: in this Myftery, 
and at the fame time, to free us from 
die horror of eating flefh,and drink- 
ing Blood in /their proper Species, 
it was- convenient he fhould 'ay'i us 

But ir pic Coniiderations nave pb-, 
liged him to make us partake pf the 
fiefh of ourViSHm.after another- 
manner chan the Jews, he was not 
for that obliged to deprive us in the 
the reality of his Sub* 
fl anedd \ ‘LJ 

It appears ^en,thatJ£^SC^R/ST, 
to* accomplith the antient Figures. 

ana 



• Encharift. 

and to put us in a&ual PofTeflion of 
the Victim offered' for our Sins* 
that JE SnjS CHKJSr had 
intention.- to give us really his Body 
and Blood. Which is fo evidcriu,thac 
; our Adverfaries themfelvq would 
have us believe they are of tire fame 
opinion with us in tnisjperpetuaiiy re- 
peating how they deny not the actual 
Prcfcnce 5 nor the real Participation of 
the Body and Blood in the Eucharifl 
This we will examine hereafter, 
where we think it neceflary to repre- 
fent their Sentiments, after we have 
foifhed the cxplicadon of thofe of 
the Church. Butin the meantime 
we will conclude, that if the plainnefi 
of our Saviours' words has forced 
them to acknowledg, his exprefs In- 
tention was to give us in reality his 
Fldhjwhen he m<\ r Thhiis my Body t j 
they ought not to be aftanifhea, 
if we cannot confent to undcr- 
ftand thefe words only in Figure. 

In reality,it appeal's that the Son of 
Cod, who was fo careful to explain 
to his ApofHes what he taught them 
under Parables and Figures, haying 
faid nothing here to explicate 

himfelf, 

A 



This is my Body. 

himfclf,left thefe words in their natu- 
ral Signification.! knowthefe Gentle- 
men pretend the Nature of the thing 
explains it fclf fufficiently, becaufe we 
fee very well, fay they, what hepre- 
fents us is nothing but Bread and 
Wine j but this reafon vanifhes, 
when we confider, he who fpeaks has 
an Authority which over-rules the 
Senfes, and a Power which has Do- 
minion over univerfal Nature. 

The Son of Gcd has no more dif- 
ficulty to render his Body prcfent in 
the Lucharift* by laying, This is my. 


II 5 


jWy,than to Cure a Woman of her laf I3> 
Infifonity,by faying^ Worn An dm Art 12. 
freed from thy Infimity&x to preferve jfobnwo, 
the Life of a young Man, by faying Mau ?» 2 - 
to his Father, T by Son livethf or to 
forgive the Sins of a Man fick of the 
Pally, by faying to him, % hy fins Are 
forgiven thee. • ; . 

- So that we reft precifely upon his 
words, not troubling our fclves how 
he will execute what he has faid. He - 
who docs what he will, by (peaking 
does what he plcafes ; and it was 
more eafy for the Son of God 
to force the Laws of Nature to verify 

his 
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114 • Eitchwift^ 

his Word,' than it if f$h list'd accom- 
modate our Uaderlkrtdings to fchele 
kind of ; violent Interpretations, 
which breaks the -Lavs of common 
Difcourfe. - : ' •• ' 

Thefe Laws of Difcourfe teach us, 
that- a lign which, represents & thing 
naturally, receives often f he name of 
the thing reprefented ,. it being -as 'it 
were its nature to bring the Idea 6f the 
thing into the Mind. The fame alio 
happens, tho with fortie reftri&ion, 

, . to ihftituted Signs, when they are re- 
ceived, and 'Pcrions accuftomed to 
,c> ,tb them. But that, * ifi 0 fcftablHhihg 
•< a Sign, which has no rektioh tdthe J 
thing, as ' for example, a Model . 
of Bread to fignify the Body of a 

Manvthenaitie of the' thing fignificd^ 
fhduld be given to it Without anf Lx-‘ 
plication, and before any agreement, 
as JESVS CHRIST has done in his 
laft Supper, is a thing unheard of,and 
of which we find no example in holy 
Writ, not td fay in any Language. 
Neither do the Gentlemen of the 
Pretended Reform’d Religion fo fix 
themfelves to the figurative Senfe, 
which drey would’give to thefe words 
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Do this in remembrance of me, 1 1 5 * 

of JESVS CHRIST , but that at the 
fame rime they acknowledg, he had 
intention in pronouncing them to give 
us in reality his Body and Blood. 

SECT. XL ~ , 

Explication of thefe Words , Do this 
m remembrance of me. 

A Ftcr haying propofed the Senti- 
ments of the Church,touching 
thefe words, This is vs my Body , we 
tnuft explicate what (lie thinks of 
tbofe others, which JESVS CHRIST s 
added. Do this in remembrance of me, 

It is fnanifefl:, the intention of the 
Son* of God is to oblige us by thefe Luc . 22, ' 
wofdsjto remember the Death which 19. 
lie has endured for our Salvat 1 hn,and 1 Cor - lu 
St. Paul concludes from thefe fame ^ orm u , 
words, that we declare the Death of our 2 6 . 
Saviour in this Myflery. But they- 
mud not perfwade themfelves, the re- 
membrance of our Saviours Death , 
excludes the real Prefence of his Body; 
omhe contrary ,if theycoufider what 
we have lately- explicated, they will 
clearly underhand v this Comme- 
moration to be grounded upon 

F the 
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the real Prefence. For asthe Jem 
in eating of the Peace-Offerings re- 
membred they had been immolated ■ j 
for them 5 in the fame manner in 
eating of the flefh of JESVS CHRIST 
our V idim, we ought to remember 
he died for us. This very flefh then, 
eaten by the Faithful, not only re- - 
news in us the memory of his immo- 
lation, but confirms alfo the reality 
of it to us. And we are fo far from ha- 
ving reafon to fay, that this folemn j 
Commemoration, which JESUS 
x CHRIST ordains us to make, ex- 
cludes the Prefence of his Body* that 
on the contrary, we fee this ten- 
der remembrance which he would i 
have us to make at the Holy Table 
of him, as immolated for us , is 
grounded upon This 5 that this very 
: _ flefh ought to be there taken really, • 
feeing in effed it is not poffible for us' 
to forget it was for us he gave his Bo- 
dy in Sacrifice, when we fee he daily ! 
gives us the fame Vidime to eat; 

Muff Chriftians, under pretence of 
celebrating in the Lords Supper, the 
memory of the Paflion of our Savi- 
our, deprive this Pious Commemo- ( 
. ration 1 
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ration of what it lias mofl: efficacious « 
and tender in it?ought they not to con- 
fidcr, that Jefus Chrift does not com* 
mand them only to remember him, 
but to remember him in eating of his 
Fldh andBlood>Con(ider theconnex- 
ion and the force of hisworc&.He does . 
not fav (imply? as thofe of the Pre- 
tended Reformation teem to under- 
hand him, That the Bread and Wine 
of the Eucharifl: fhould be to us a 
Memorial' of his Body and Blood ; 
but lie advertifes us, that in doing 
what he has preferih’d, that is, in re- 
ceiving his Body and Blood ,we lhould 
remember him. What is there in 
reality more powerful to make us 
remember him > And if Children do 
fo tenderly remember their Parents, 
and their Bounties towards them, 
when they approach the. Tombs 
where their Bodies 'are intcrred;how 
ought our remembrance , and our 
love to be excited,when we pofiefs un- 
der thefe facred Vails,under this my- 
dical Sepulchre, this living and Life- 
giving Fleflf, and this Blood yet 
flowing with his Love, and full of 
Spirit and Grace ? But if our 
' F 2 Adverfaries 
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• ' Adverfaries continue to tell us, 
That he who commands us to re- 
member him, does not give us his 
proper Subftance^we muft, in fine, de- 
lire them to agree amongft them- 
felves. They profefs, they deny not 
the real Communicationof the pro- 
per fubftance of the^on of God in 
the Eucharift. If their words ate fe- 
rious, if their Do&rine be not an il- 
hifion, they muft neceilarily fay with 
- us, the remembrance does not ex- 
clude all kinds of Prefehce, but on- 
ly that which ftrikes the SenfesTheir 
Anfwer fhall be ours, feeing that tho’ 
we affirm JUSVS CHRIST to be pre- 
fent, yet we acknowledg kt the fame 
time he is notprefent after a fenfible 
manner., - ^ 

And if it fliould be aemanded,how 
it comes to pafs, that believing as we 
do,theSenfes to have nothing to do 
in this Myftci y, we fhould not believe 
. it fufficient that JESVS CHRIST 
fhould be prefent by Faith: it is eaiy 
to anfwer, and to clear this Equivocal 
Objection. It is one thing to fay, 
„ the Son of God is prefent to us 
by Faith , and another thing to 

fay. 


-I 


* 
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fay , we know by Faith that he is 
preient. The fir ft manner of fpeak- 
ing, imports only a moral Prefence; 
but the iecond fignifies to us a very 
real one, bccaufe our Faith is raoft ' 
real^and this real Prefence known by 
Faith, is fufficient to work all the 
forementioned Effects in the Jtift mine. 2, 
M an, who lives by Faith- 4 * 

SECT. XII. * 

Expofition of the Calvinifts Tkttrine 
concerning the real Prefence. 

B UT to remove ail Equivocati- 
ons which Calvinifts make ufe 
of in this matter, and fhow at the 
fame time, how near they have ap- 
proached to us, it will be convenient 
to add here the Expofition of their 
Sentiments, thol only undertook to 
explicate the Do&rine of the 
Church. . 

Their Do£t rine has two parts ; the 
one fpeaks of nothing but the Figure,, 
and the other of nothing but the re- * 
ality of the Body and Blood. We 
fhall fee each of thefe parts in 
order. 

. They tells us firft,This great Mira 5 
F 3 _ cle 
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cle of the real Prefence,which we ad- 
mit,^ ufelcfs; that iris enough for 
our. Salvation,/ JESTS CHRIST died 
for us ; that his Sacrifice is fufficiendy 
applied to us by Faith ; and that this 
application is fufficiendy certified to 
us by the Word of God. They add, 
That if this Word mud be clothed 
with fcnfible Signs, it is enough to give 
fimple Symbols, fuch as die Water of 
Baptifm, without any neceflity of- 
i etching the Body and Blood of JE- 
SUS CHRIST from Heaven. 

There feems to be nothing more eafy 
than this manner of explicating the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper. Ne- 
yertheleCs,ourAdverfariesthemfelves 
do not think it ought to fuffice them. 
They know fuch kind of imaginations 
made the Socinians deny the great 
Mracle of thelncamation.God might 
have faved us,faythefe Heretics, with- 
out fo much difficulty;he had nothing 
todo,butto pardon our faults, ana 
might have inftru&ed us fuffidently, 
as well in Faith, as in Manners, by the 
Preaching and Examples of a Man 
full of the Holy-Ghod, without any 
need of making him a God. But the 
V ' ' Cafoinifis 


Digitized by Google 



of the real Preface. 121 

Calvimftsjzs well as we ,fee the weak- 
nefs of this Argument, which appears 
firft from its not appertaining to us to 
deny or affirm Myfteries, according 
as they appear to us ufeful or un- 
profitable to our Salvation. God a- * 
lone knows the Secret; and it is 
our bufinefs to raider them ufeful 


.’and faving to us, in believing them as 
he propofes them, and in receiving 
his Graces after the manner he 
beftows them upon us. Second- 
ly, not to enter into the queftiom 
whether it was poflible for Goa 
to fave us by any -other means than 
the Incarnation, and Drath of his Son, 
and not to meddle withahat unnecef- 
fary difpute,which thePretendedRe- , 
form’d Religion treats of fo at length . 
in th^. Schools, it fuffices, we have 
learnt from the Scriptures, that the 
Son of God has been pleafed to t eft i fie 
his Love to us by incomprehcnfible 
Effc6ts. This love has bqgn the Caufe 
of this fo real an union, by which he 
was madeMgn.ThisLove moved him 
to immolate the fameBody for us, as re- 
ally as he united nimfeif to it. All thefe 
defigns are confecutive^nd this Love 
F 4 maintains 
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maintains it fdfin all things with the 
fame vigour. So that, when it fhall 
pleafe him to make each of his 
Children experience the goodnefs he 
has tcftified to all in general, by gi- , 
ving himfelf to them in particular,ne 
will find out a method to accomplilh l 
his Defircs, : by no lefs efficacious 
means, than thoie by which he had 
already accomplifhed our Salvation. 
Upon which account we muff not be 
hereafter aftonifhed, if he give to ; 
each of us the proper Subftance of 
of his Body and Blood. He does 
it that he may imprint ' in our 
Hearts, that it was for us he j 
took then#, and for ' us he 
offered them up in Sacrifice. That j 
which preceded, flhakes all that 
follows credible to us$ the or- i 
der of his Myfferies difpofe 
us to believe all this *, and 
his exprefs word permits us" not to 
• doubt of it? 

Our Advcrfaries faw very well, 
that fimple figures and figns of his Bo- 
. dv and Blood would not content 
Chriftians^vhoare accuftomed to the 
Bounties or a God, who gives himfelf 

'• - to 
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of the real Prefencet 123 

to us fo really. Wherefore they will 
not fufc us to accufe them of de- 
nying a real and fubftantial partici- 
pation of JESVS CHRIST in their 
Supper.They affirra,as well as we^that c at. Dim, 
he makes us there Partakers of his 53.* 
proper Subfiance $ they tell us, that he Conf. of 
nounfhes and quickens us with the art ' 

# fubjhmce »f hi* Body and Blood \ * * 
and judging it would not be en- 
nough to fhew us, by fome ii gti, 
that we are partakers of his Sa- 

' crifice, they fay exprdly, that cttj>im 
the Body of * our Saviour , rrhich 52. 
is given us in the lafl Supper ^ a funs 
us of it : words very remarkable, 
which we will examin by and by. 

Behold then the Body and Blood 
of JESVS CHRIST prefent in our 
Myfteries,by the acknowledgment of 
the Calvinijis for what is communi- 
cated according to its proper fubflance y 
muff be really prefent. It is true, 
they explicate this Communication, 
by faying, it is in Spirit , and by 
Faith : but it is true alfo, they will 
have it Real. And becaufe it is im- 
poffibleto mike it intelligible how a 
Body, that iscommunicated to usonly 

• - F 5 mi - I 
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in Spirit, and by Faith, can be com- 
municated to us really , and in its 
proper fubftancc, therefore they have 
not been able to continue firm in the 
two parts of a Dodrine fo contra- 
didory, and they have been obliged 
to aclcnowledg two things which' 
cannot be true, ‘but by fuppofing 
what the Catholic Church teach- 
eth. 

The firft is, That JESUS CHRIST , 
is given to us in the Eucharift after a 
manner which neither agrees with 
that of Baptifm, nor the Preaching 
of theGolpel, butispeculiartothis 
Myftery. We fhall fee by and by 
the Cohfequence of this Principle .* 
but let us fitft lee how it is granted 
its bv thofe of the Pretended Refor- 
. mation. 

I will not here alledge the Autho- 
* rity of any particular Author, but 
the proper words of their Catechifm, 

* where it explicates what concerns 
the lafl Supper. It does not only tell 
/ us in exprefs terms , . that JESVS 
“ CHRIST is given us in the Supper, 
in reality, and according to his fro- 
3'm. $ 3 . fey Subftance 9 but that,t£o’ be be truly 
. ' - communicated 
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communicated to US) loth by Baptifm, 

, and the Gofpel , yet ne^erihelefs, it is 
only in fart, and not fully . From 
whence it follows, that he is given 
us in the Lords Supper fully, and 
not in part. 

There is a vafi: difference betwixt 
receiving in part, and receiving ful- 
ly. If then we - receive JESUS 
CHRIST every where elfe in part, 
and it be only in rhe Lcrds Supper, 
we receive him fully$it follows by the 
confentof our Advcrfaries, that we 
muft look out for a participation in - 
thelafl Supper which is proper only 
to this My fiery, and which does not 
agree with Baptifm and Preaching- 5 
but. at the fame time it follows alio, 
that this participation is not annexed 
to Faith, becaufe Faith being gene- 
rally difperfed through all the Acti- 
ons of a Chriffian,is found in Preach- 
ing and in Baptifm, as well as in the 
Lords Supper.In reality,it is remark- 
able, that what defire foever the 
Pretended Reformers had to. render 
Baptifm and Preaching equal to the 
lafl Supper, becaufe JESUS CHRIST 
is there truly communicated to 
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us, they durft never affirm in their 
Cateehifms, that JESUS CHRIST is 
given us, in his proper Snbftance,by 
Baptiftn and Preaching, as they fay 
he is given in the Eucharift. 
They Taw then 'they could not avoid 
attributing to the Eucharift a man- 
ner of poftefting JESUS CHRIST 
peculiar only to this Sacrament; and 
that Faith, which is common to all 
+ the A&ions of a Chriftian, could not 
be rhis particular manner. But this 
peculiar manner of poftefting JE- 
SUS CHRIST in the laft Supper 
ought alfo to be real, feeing it gives 
tome Faithful the proper fubftance 
of the Body and Blood of JE- 
SUS CHRIST. So that we muft 
conclude, from what they grant 
us, there is in the Eucharift a real 
manner of receiving the Body 
and Blood of our Saviour, whicn 
is not performed by Faith • and this 
is what the Catholic Church teaches. 

The fecond thing granted by the 
Pretended Reformers,is taken out of 
that Article which immediately fol- 
Dm ' ’> 2 * lowsthat which I have already cited 
out of their Catechifm ; which is, 

- That 
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*. That the Body of our Lord JESUS, 
far at much as it was once offered 
up in Sacrifice to reconcile us to 
God , is noiv given to affure m y ire 
have a part in that Reconciliation. 

If there be any Senfe in thefe 
Words, if they be not an nfclefs 
found, and a vain amufement, we 
ought to underftand by them, that 
JES'VS CHRIST does not give us a 
Symbol only, but his proper Body, 
to affure us, we partake of his Sacri- 
fice, and of the Reconciliation of 
Mankind.But if the reception of the 
Body of our Lord affurcs us of our 

S ( rticiparion of the Fruits of his 
earh; this participation of the Fruits 
muff ncceflarily be diflinguifhed 
from the reception of the Body, fee- 
ingoneis the pledg of the other. 
From whence, to proceed, I fay, If 
our adverfaries are forced to diftin- 
guifh in the laft Supper the participa- 
tion of the Body of our Bleffed Savi- 
our,from theparticipation of thefr uits 
of h is Grace in his Sacrifice,they muff 
alfo neceffarily make a diftin&ion 
between the participation of this Di- 
vine Body, and all kinds of Spiritual 

participation 
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participation by Faith. This latter 
participation will never furnilh them 
' with two diftintt A&ions, by one of 
which they receive the Body of our 
Saviour, and by the other, the bene- 
fit of this Sacrifice* no man* being 
able to conceive what difference 
there is betwixt partaking by Faith 
of the Body of our Saviour, and par- 
taking by Faith of the Fruit of his 
Dcatn.They muft therefore acknow- 
• ledgjthat befides the Communion, by 
which we fpiritually partake of the 
Body of our Saviour,ahd alfo of his 
Spirit, by receiving the fruit of his 
Death $ there is alio a Real Com- 
munion of the Body of the lame Sa- 
: viour , which is to us a certain Pledg 
of the others being allured to us, if 
we put no drrfpediment to fuch \ 
Grace by an evil Dilpofition. This is 
neceflariiy included in the Principles 
they’ admits and they will never be 
able to explicate this Truth, with the 
leaf! lhadow of Solidity, if they return 
not to the Sentiments or the Church. 

' Who will not here admire the 
force of Truths All the confequences 
which follow from the acknowledged 

Principles 
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Principles of our Adverkries , are 
perfe&ly undcrftood in the fentiment 
of the Church-Catholics * the meanli- * 
eft inftruffed, without difficulty con- 
ceive, that in ihe Eucharift there is a 
Communion with JESUS CHRIST^ 
which is not to be found any where 
elfe. It is no difficulty for them to' 
underftand his Body is given 
to ajfure m ire fartakeof his Sacrifice 
and of hi* Death They diftinguiih 
clearly betwixt thefe two neceflary 
manners of unking our felves to JE- 
SUS CHRIST ; the one, in receiving 
his proper Flefh *, the other, in re- 
ceiving his Spirit : the firft of which 
is granted us, as a certain Pledge of 
the fecond. But feeing thefe things 
are inexplicable in the fentiments of 
our Adverlaries, tho on the. other 
hand they cannot deny them , we 
muft neceflarily conclude, that Er- 
rour has thrown them into a mani- 
feft Contradi&ion. 

> I have been often aftonifhed they 
did not explicate their Do&rine af- 
ter a. more plain manner. Why 
did they not always, without fo ma- 
ny Formalities, perfevere to &y,that 

rr 
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J 7ESVS CHRIST having fhed his 
« Blood for us, rcprefented to us this 
effufion,by giving us two dihind figns 
' of his Body and Blood ; that he was 
pleafcd indeed to givtf to thefe figns 
the name of the thing it felf-that thefe 
facred figns were pledges to allure 
us of our partaking of the fruit of his- 
Death, and that we were fpiritually 
nourilhed by the vertue of his Body 
v and Blood ? After fo many endea- 
vours to prove that figns often re- 
ceive the names of the things fignifi- 
cd,and that for this reafon the fign of 
the Body might be called the Body, 
all this connexion of Dodrine obliges 
them naturally to fix there. To ren- 
der thefe figns efficacious, it fufficed 
the Grace of Redemption* was annex* 
ed to them, or rather, according to 
v * their Principles, that it was in them 
confirmed to us. They needed net 
have tormented themlelves, as they 
have done, to make us underftand we 
receive the proper Body of our Sa- 
viour^o allure us we partake of the 
Grace of his Death. They were well 
enough fatisned to have the wa- 
ter ot Baptifin align of the Blood 
- - which 
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which wafheth us* and it never entred 
into their fancies to fay, we there re- i 
ceived the proper fubftance of the 
Blood of ourBleffed Saviour, to allure 
us his vertue is there diffafcd upon 
us. If they had argued after the fame 
manner as to t he Eucharift, their Do- 
ftrine would have been lefs embroy- 
led. But thofe who invent and inno- 
vate, cannot exprefs all they have a 
mind to. They find certain truths, 
and maxims eftablifhed which in-’ 
commode them, and force a violence 
upon their imaginations. The Artans 
would gladly have, refufed our Blef- 
fed Saviour the name of God, or the 
only Son of God. The Nefioriam 
did not admit, but with relu&ance, 
tha't kind of I know not what unity 
of perfon in JESTS . CHRIST , 
which we find in their writings. 
The Pelagians, who denied Origi- 
nal fin, would alfo willingly have 
denied that Baptifm was-given to lit- 
tle children for the remidion of fins : 
for by that means they would have 
been freed from the argument which 
Catholics’ drew from this practice 
to prove that Original defeat 

. But, 
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But, as I juft now faid 3 thofe who find 
fome truths firmly eftabliflied, have 
* not the boldnefs. or rather impudence ! 
to overthrow all. Let the Calvinifts 
ingenuoufly confefs the truth 5 they 
would hav.e been well plcafed to ac- i 
knowledg in the Eucharift the Body ,| 
of our Bleflcd Saviour only figura- 
♦ lively, and the foie participation of 

his Spirit in efFeft, laying afide thofe 
great words of Participation of bis 
, proper fuhftance, and the many others 
which import a real pieience , and 
ferve only to perplex 'tnem. It would 
have been more to their humour,to 1 
. have acknowledged , in the Lords 
Supper, no other communion with 
JESVS CHRIST, but what is alfo 
common to Preaching and to Bap- 
tifm, without telling iis,as they have 
' done 3 thatinthe Lords Supper he is 
received in plenitude , and every 
where elfe only in part . But howe- 
ver this was their Inclination, yet the 
. very force of the terms oppofe them, 
our bleffcd Saviour having faid i'o 
precifely of the Eucharift, This is my ' 
Body , This is my Blood ; which he ne- 
ver did of any other thing, nor upon 

any 
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any other occafion 5 what likelihood 
was there of rendring that common 
to all the A£Ho':S of a Chriftian, 
which his exprefs'word had annexed ' - 

to one particular Sacrament ? And 
farther , the whole order of divine 
providence,the connexion of Do&rin 
and Holy My fteries,the. intention of 
JESVS CHRIST in his laft Supper, 
the words thernfelves which he utte- 
' ted, and the impreffion which they 
naturally form in the mindsof the 
Faith ful,give ns nothing but the Ideas 
of his real prefence. Therefore it was 
necefTary our adverfarics fhould find 
out fome expreftions, the found of 
which might, at leaft,give us a confu- * 
fed Idea of this reality. When a man - 
fixes himfelf either entirely upon 
Faith, as Catholics do; or entirely up- 
on human Reafon,as Infidels do,it is ‘ 
cafie for him to eftablifh a conne&ed 
and uniform model of Doftrin. But 
when a man goes about to make a 
coinpofition of one and the other, he 
always fays fomthing which he would 
not fav, and afterwards falls into opi- 
nions,^ e foie contrarieties of which 
fhew the manifeft falfitvof them. 

~ This 
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This is what has hapned to thefe 
Gentlemen of the Pretended Reform'd 
Religion ; and God hasfo permitted 
it,to facilitate their return to Catholic 
Unity. For, whereas their proper ex- 
perience (hews them, they mud necef- 
farily exprefs tbmfelves as we do , to 
foea^ the Language of Truth \ ought 
tney not to judge it neceflary to think, 
as we do,to underftand it right ? If they 
* obferve in their own Belief many ex- 
preflions which have no fenfe out ac- 
cording to our Tenets ftsit not fufficient 
to convince them, that Truth is not in 
its fuH perfection hut among ft m ? And 
ought not thofe unconnected tarts of 
Catholic DoCtrine-, which arc Mattered 
here and there in their Catechiftm y but 
which, as I may fay, require to be uni- 
ted to the whole;oughtthey not, I fay, 
to ex'cite them to fcarch,indieCo*ww^ 
nionof the Churchy fuH and entire ex- 
plication of theMyftery of the Eacbarijk 
They would,no doubt, be brought to 
it, did not hmane reflections trouble & 
perplex their Faith, w ch has too much 
depend eoce upon fenf ?. But having 
fhewn what fruit they ought to reap 
ftom the Expojition of their DoCtrine , 



TranJubJUntiation . 
let us finifh the Explicatio of aw own: 
SECT. XIII. 

Of Tranfubftantiation and Adoration , 
and in what fenfe tbe Eacharift is 
J aid to be a Sign. 

I T having been convenient, as was 
faid before, that theSenfcs fhould 
not perceive any thing in this Myfte- 
ry of Faith, it was neceflarv nothing 
mould bechanged,in refpe£iofthem, 
in the Bread and Wine of the Eu- 
charift. Upon which account, being 
we fee the fame Species, and feel the 
. fame Effects as before in this Sacra- 
ment, we muft not wonder ,if the fame 
name be given to them fometimes, 
and in fome certain fenle. Yet not- 
withftanding, Faith being attentive to 
His word, who performs what plea- 
fes him in Heaven and on Earth, ac- 
knowledges here no other Subftance, 
but what is defigned by the fame 
word, that is to fay, the proper Bodv 
and Blood of Jefm Chrift^ into which 
the Bread and Wine are changed • 
this is what we call Tranfubftantiation. 

However, that real Verity which 
is intcriourly contained in the Eu- 

charift. 
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chariff, hinders not die exterior and 
fcnfible part from being a fign 5 but 
a lign of fuch a Nature, that it is fo 
far from excluding the reality of the 
thing fignifyed, it bears it neceffarily 
along with it/eeingthatin elte&, thefe 
wolds , This is my Body , pronounc’d 
upon that matter , which JE511S 
CHRIST himfclf made choice of,* 
is to us a certain lign that his Body 
, is prefent, and tho the Symbols ap« 
pear always the fame to our Senfes, ; 
yet - our^'imd judges otherwife of 
them, and not according to Senfe,bc- 
caule a fuperior Authority interpofo. 
So that,whereas certain Species , and 
a certain fequel of natural imprelfb 
ons on our fenfes,have been accu do- 
med to defign to us the fubflance of 
Bread and Wine, the Authority of 
Him , in whom we believe , caufes i 
thefe fame fpecics to begin to fhew 
.us another fubflance. For we give 
ear 10 him who faid^that which 

we receive and eat . is his Body ; and 
fuch is the force of thefe words, as 
they hinder us from referring thofe 
exteriour appearances to the fub* 
fiance of Bread, and induce us to rc- 
- ' . fer 
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fcr them to the Body of JESUS 
CH RIST there prefent :• Infomuch 
that the prefence of fuch an adorable 
Object being rendered certain to us * 
by this fign , we are not afraid to pay 
‘ it our adorations. 

I will not dwell upon the point of 
Adoration, tecaufe the mod learned 
and mod intelligent of our Adver- 
‘ faries have long hnce granted us,thofe 
who arcperfwaded of the real pre- 
fence of JESUS CHRIST in the Eu- 
charift ought to pay him in it their 
. Adorations. 

: ' In fine, being once convinced, the 
all-powerful words of the Son of 
God operate whatever they declare, 
wc believe chat in the lad Supper, 
they had. their effect as foon as they 
were pronounced by him ; and by a 
necefiarv Confequence we acknow* 
ledg the real Prefence of his Body, 
before our receiving of it. * 

SECT. XIV. • 

Sacrifice of the Mafs. 

T Hefe things being fuppofed, there 
remains no particular diffcul- 
ty about the Sacrifice which we ac- 
knowlcdg in the Eucharift.- We 
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We have obferved two a&ions 
in this Myftery , which ceafc not 
to be diftind, tno one of them has a 
Relation to me other. The firft is the 
confecration, by which the Bread 
and Wine are changed into the Bo- 
dy and Blood 5 and the fecond is the 
receiving , by which - we partake of 
them. 

In the Confecration,the Body and 
the Blood are myfticallv feparated, 
becaufe JESUS CHRIST laid fepa- 
ratejy, This is my Body , this is my 
Blood ; which includes a lively and 
efficacious Reprefcntatiori of the vio- 
lent Death he fuffered. , 

So that the Son of God is placed 
upon the Holy Table, in vertueof 
thefe words, cloathed with thofe figns 
which reprefenthis Death, this i? ef- 
fected by Confccratiop j and,this Re- 
ligious a&ion carries with it an ac- , 
knowledgmcnt of Gods ' overaignty, 
in as mudi as JESUS CHRIST there 
prefent, renews and perpetuates , in 
fome fort, the remembrance of his 
being obedient, even to the death of 
the Crofs : So that there is nothing 
wanting to render this a true facri- 
iicc. '• ' ✓ * We 
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We cannot doubt but this Aftion, 
as diftinft from that of Communi- 
cating,^ of it felf acceptable to God, 
and makes him look upon us with a 
more propitious Eyfc, becaufe it re- 
prefents to him that voluntary Death 
which his beloved Son has fuffered for 
us Sinners, or rather places before 
his Eyes that very Son of his, under 
the figns of this Death, by which his 
Wratnhad been appeafed. 

All Chriffians will confcfs the foie 
Prcfcnccof JESVS CHRIST to be a 
moft Powerful Intcrcefficn before 
God for all mankind •, according to 
the faying of the Apoftle, That JE- 
SVS CHRIST prefents hiwfelf and j.a*. 
appears for us before the Face of God. 

So that we believe JESVS CHRIST 
being prefent upon the Holy Table, 
under this Figure of Death, intercedes 
for us, and reprefents continually 
to his Father that death which he 
has fuffered for his Church. 

It is in this Senfe we fay, JESVS 
CHRIST offers up himfelf to God 
for us in the Eucharift ; it is after 
this manner wc conceive this Oblati- 
on rendersGod more propitious to us. 

G ana 
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and therefore we call this a Pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice. 

When we confkler what it is,7£- 
SVS CHRIST operatesin this Myfte- 
ry,and when we 1 fee him by Faith pre- 
fent upon this Holy Table, together 
with thefe Signs of death, wc unite our 
felves to him in this Eftate 5 we pre- 
fent him to God, as our only V i&im, 
and our foie Propitiator by his 
Blood, confeding we have nothing 
to oner up to God but JESVS 
CHRIST, and the infinite Merit of 
his Death. We confecrate all our 
Prayers by this Holy Oblation, and 
in prefenting JESVS CHRlSTj . oGod 
we learn at the fame time, to offer up 
our felves to the Divine Majeftyin 
him. and by him,as living Sacrifices. 

This is the Sacrifice of Chriftians. 
infinitely different from what was of- 
fered up in the Old Law .* a Spiritual 
Sacrifice becoming the New Cove- 
nant,in which the prefence of the Vi- 
ctim is only perceived by Faith ; in 
which the Word of God is the Spi- 
ritual Sword which makes a Mvftical 
feparation betwixt the Body and 
die Blood 5 in which by confequence 

the 
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the Blood is only filed Myfticallv, 
atxl in which Death only intervenes 
by reprefentation : and yet however; 
amoft real Sacrifice, in* as much as 
JESVS CHUIST is there truly con- 
tained, and prefented to his Father, 
under this Figure of Death : But a 
Commemorative Sacrifice, which 
is fo far from taking away our ad- 
hefion to the Sacrifice of the Grofs 
fas it is obje&ed to ns) on the con- 
trary, it fixes us the firmer to it by 
all its circumrtances *, feeing it has 
not only an entire relation to it, but 
in reality,, has neither being nor 
fnbfiftence but by this, relation, from 
whence it deriveth all the V ertue 
contained in it. 

This is theexprefsDo&rine of the 
Catholic Church in the Council of 
Treaty which teaches, that this Sacri- 
fice is inftituted only to reprefent that 
which wa^ once accompli fie. I upon the sef.21 
Crofs-, to perpetuate' the memory of it to c. 1. 
the end of the Worlds and to apply to 
m the [awing Venue of it fir the re - 
miffirn ofthoje fins which we commit 
every day. So that the Church 
is To far from believing, that 
G 2 • lomethifg 
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fomething wants to perfefr the Sa- 
crifice of the Crofs; on the con- • 
trary, (he thinks it fo perfed, and fb 
fully, fufficient,as what is added,is on- 
ly inftituted to celebrate the me- 
mory, and apply its Vertue. 

By which the fame Church ac- 
knowledges, that all the merit of the 
Redemption of Mankind depends 
upon the Death of the Son of God 5 
• and it ought to beunderfiood, from 
all we have already expounded, that 
when we fay to God in the Celebra- 
tion of the Divine Mvftery, fTe offer 
unto you this Holy Hoft , we pretend 
not by this Oblation, to make, or 
prefent to God a new payment of the 
price of our Salvation, but to offer 
up to him in our behalfs,the Merits 
of our Bleffed JESVS there prefent, 
and the infinite price which he once 
paid for us upon the Ciofs. 

The Gentlemen of. the Pretended 
Reform’d Religion do not think 
they offend JESVS CHRIST > by 
offering him to God as prefent to - 
their Faith; and if they believed him 
to be really there, what repugnance 
could they have to offer him up as 

. truly 
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truly prefent; So that the whole dif- 
putc ought indeed to be reduced to 
the' real prefence alone. 

From hence forwards* all thole 
falfe Ide^s, which thele Gentlemen of 
the Pretended Reform’d Religion 
form to themfelves of the Sacrifice 
which we offer* ought to be effaced. 
They ought freely to acknowledge 
' Catholics pretend not to make a new 
propitiation to appeafe God a frefh. as 
if he had not been fufficiently fatisned 
by the Sacrifice of the Crofs* or to 
make feme addition to the Price of 
our Salvation* as if it were imperfeft. 

* All thefe things have no place in oar 
Do&rinc ; becaufe all that is here 
done, is intended by way of Inter- 
ceflion andApplication, after the man- 
ner which we nave now explicated. 

SECT. XV, 

The Epiflle to the Hebrews. 

A Fcer this Explication, thofe 
mighty Objections drawn from 
the Epiftle to tli€ He fomuch 

enforced againft us, will appear K) 
have little reafon in them : and it is 
in vain our Adverfaries ftrivc to 
G 3 prove. 
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prove, from the fenriments of theA- 
poftle, that We aneul the Sacrifice of 
the Crofs.BiiL becaufe the beft way to 
prove that two Doctrines are not 
oppofitc to one another, isto'fhew, • 
by explicating themjthat no propofi- 
tions of the one is contrary to. the 
prcpbiicions of the others I think 
I am bound- in this place to propofe in 
fhort the Do&rine of this Epiftle. 

The Apoftlc intends in ’ this E- 
piftle to teach us, that a ; firmer 
could not avoid Death, but by 
fubftirutiftg feme one' ip his place 
to die for him ; that vtfiilft Men 
fubfe’ tuted only Beafls to be killed 
in their places, their Sacrifices o* , 
perated nothing, but a publick 
acknowledgment of their having 
deferved Death *, and that, fee- 
ing the Divine Juftide could not 
be fatisfied' by fo unequal an ex- 
change, they begun again every 
day to flay new Vi&ims *, which, was 
ac rtain mark of the infufficienevof 
that fubftitutidn': But that, fince JE- 
WS C/ZR/SThad vouchfifed to die 
for Sinners, God being fatisfied, by a 
Perfon fo condignlyfufikient fubftitu- 

ting 
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ting of himfelf, nothing more to ex- 
a£t for the price of our Redemp- 
tion. From whence the Apoftle 
concludes, we ought not only to offer 
up no more Victims after JESVS 
CHRIST , but that JESVS CHRIST 
himfelf ought to be but once offered 
up to Death for us. 

Let the Reader then,who is folici- 
tous for his Souls Salvation, and a lo- 
ver of T ruth, reflect a little upon what 
we have laid concerning the manner 
how JESVS CHRIST offers up him- 
felf to God for us, in the Eucharift ; I 
&m certain, he will not find any Pro* 
pofitidn contrary to thofe I have here 
related from the Apoftle 5 or which 
weakens his Argument; fo that 
nothing can be obje&ed to us, but 
his filence upon this point. But 
thofe who would but confider the 
wife diftribution which God makes 
of his fccrets in the feveral Books of 
Scripture, would not oblige us tore- 
cei ve,from the foie Epiftle to the He - 
brews, all our inftru&ions concerning 
a matter which was not neceffary to 
the Subject of that Epiftle; feeing 
the Apoftle intends to explicate in 

,.G 4 ' 
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it, the perfection of the Sacrifice of 
t ie Crofs, and not the different man- 
, ncrswhich God has infh'tuted to ap- 
ply it to us. 

And to remove all equivocation, 
if we take the word Offer in the fence 
it is made ufe of in this Epiftle,as im- j| 
plying the aftual Death of the Vi- 
ctim, we will publickly*fcofifefs, that 
JESVS CHRIST is now no more 
offered up, neither in the Eucharift, 
nor any where elfe. But becaufe this 
word has a larger fignification in 
other places of Scripture, where 
it is often faid, We offer up to God 
what we prelent before him* the 
Church, which forms her Language, 
and her DoCtrine not from the foie 
Epiftlc to the Hebrew s, but from 
the whole Body of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, is not afraid.to fay, that JE- 
SVS CHRIST offers up himfelf to 
God wherever he appears before his 
Face upon our behalf, and tliat by 
confequence, he offers up himfelf in 
the Eucharift, according to the Holy 
Fathers expreflions. > 

Now to imagine this manner, of 
JESVS C HR IS T’s, • prefenting 

himfeff 


Digitized by Google 



The Epiflle to the Hebrews* 147 

himfelf to God, fhould injure the , 
Sacrifice of the Crofs, is what cannot 
in any k?nd be fuppofed without o~ 

' verthrowing the whole Scripture, 
and particularly this Epiflle, which 
is fo vehemently obje&ed again ft us. 

For it mijft, by the fame reafon, be 
concluded, that, when JESUS' 
CHiilST offered up himfeifto God, 

In entring into the World, to fubfti* 
tute himfelf in place of thofeVi&ims, 
winch could not pleafe him , he injured Htb. 9.24* 
that A&ion by which he offered up 
himfelf upon the Crofs, that when 
he continues to appear beforeGodfor k 5,.^*9- 2<5 » 
he weakens that Oblation, by which 
be appeared once 9 by the immolation of Heb. 7.25; 
himfelf \ and that not ceafing to inter- 
cede for us , he accufes of ineffici- 
ency that intcrceffion which he 
made in dying with fo many tears y ^» 5 * 7 - 
and f <ch an exclamation . 

All this, would be ridiculous. 

We muft therefore under- 
ftand, that JE^VS CHRIST \ 
who once offered up himfelf 
to be the humble Victim of the 
Divine Juftice, does not ceafc 
to offer up himfelf always for 



» 
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us ; that the infinite perle£Hon of the 
Sacrifice of the Croft confifts in this, 
that whatfoever preceded if, as well 
as what follows it, has an entice re- 
ference to it that as what preceded 
it, was a preparation to it ; fo that 
which follows it, is tbeconfummati- 
on and application of it ; that in' re- 
ality the payment of the price of our 
Redemption is no more reiterated, 
becaufe it was fully difeharged the 
< fir ft time y buttharwhat applys that 
Redemption to us continues without 
oeafing; kftly , that we muff make 
a dilKn&ion betwixt the things which 
are reiterated as irnperfe£b,and thole 
which are continued as perfect and 
neceflary. . • . \ ■ < 

. . , SECT. XVI. 

if 

Reflections upon the preceding Dofl rim * 

■ ■ • " » ' ' ' ' • v '■ 

W E conjure all thofe of the 
Pretended Reformation,to 
make fome- little Refle&icn upon- 
what has been faid concerning the 
Eucharift. - • ' • 

The Do&rin of the Real Pre-fence 
has beenthe neceffary foundation of. 

; :• 'l X- . if* 

I 

t 


Digitized by Google 



preceding Dtoffirm \ 

it. This Foundation is impugned by 
the Calvmfts . There is nothingap- 
pears more important than this m 
our Controverfies*,feeIing the Que&i- 
on is concerning the real Prefence of 
JESVS CHKIST 'himfelf. There is 
nothing our Adverfaries find more 
difficult to believe. And there isno- 
. thing in which we are fo dire&ly op- 
pofitc, as in this. ;•“< 

In moft otherDifputes,when thefe 
Gentlemen hear ns with calmnefs, 
they find the difficulties vanifh, and 
that they are more offended with 
wdrds, than with the things them- 
felves.On the contrary*, upon- thislub-- 
jedfewe agree m^re about dicmanncr* 
of fpeaking ; becaufe both fides ufe 
the words of Real Participation, and 
the like: But the fuller we explicate 
our ; {elves, the more we find our.- 
fefves oppoicd ; becaufe our Adver* 
faries do not receive all the confe- * 
queficesof thole truths which thev* 
admit, being difeonraged (as I faid) . 
by the difficulties whichScnce andHu- * 
maoReafon find in thefe conferences. 

This is therefore , to fay tru* \ 
ly, the mofi difficult ;cf our Con- 

troverfies, 
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wovcrfies, and that in which wc are 
moft oppoficc to one another. j 

Nevcrchelefs God has permitted 
$\t Lutherans fhould adhere to the 
IbeKef of the real Prefence as well as 
wet and he has alfo permitted the 
Calvimjk fhould declare this Do* 
&rine to have no poifon in it ; that it 
dbes not fubvert the foundations of 
Salivation and Faith 5 and that it 
might not to break communion be- 
wixs Brethren. 

Let thofe of the Pretended Reform'd 
Religion^ who think ferioufly of their ; 

- ' 5 alvation 3 render themfelves here at* 
trnrvetothat Order, which the di* 
vine Providence mak^s uie ofto bring- 
them infallibly nearer to us and 
Truth. One may either intirely dillj- 
pate all the ocher grounds of their 
complaTnts,or at leaft reduce them to 
very few Heads,with a little explicati-- 
on.ln this where we cannot hope to 
conquer by this Method, they nave, 
themfelves removed the chief diffi- 
culty, by declaring this Do&rine. to 
contain nothing in it contrary to Salva-- ■ 
tionjr to, the fundamentals of Religion. 
h is tme,thc Lutherans jhc> they con - ’ 

, am 

v . - ' ( 


Digitized by Google 



r 

i ■ 

! ' the preceding Doftrine, 15 1 

cur with us in the ground of the re- 
ality, yet admit not ail the confe- 
quences.of it. They put Bread to- 
gether with the Body of JESVS 
CHRIST ; fome of them rejeft the 
Adoration ; and they ieem to ac- 
knowledge the Real Prefence only in 
the A & of Receiving. But all the 
fubtilty of the Minifters can never 
perfuade ingenuous and underftand- 
ing Pcrfons,but that, if they maintain* 
the Real Prefence, which is the moft 
important and the moft diflficuftPoint, 
they ought allb to maintain the reft..- 
Moreover, the fame Providence, 

* which labours. fecredy for our nearer 
Union, and lays.the Foundations of 
Reconciliation and of Peace in the 
midft of Bitternefs and Dilputcs. has 
farther permitted the Cahinijts' to* 
allow, that fuppofing thefe words* 

This is my Body^ ought to be taken, 
in a literal fenfe s Catholics rcafon 
berter and more cc frequently than; 
the Lutherans. 

If I relate not the paftages which 
have been fo often cited- on this ac- 
count, I hope I (hall eafily be excu- 
fed, becaufe all thofe, who are not; 

obftinate* 

r 1 * 
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obftinate, will grant us without diffi- 
culty, that the real Pretence being 
fuppofed, our Do£trin is that which 
moll: naturally follows. 

It is then an cftabliftiedTruth,that 
our Doftrin- in this point contains 
nothing but the real Prefence right- 
ly under flood. But we muft not (top 
there 5 and we befcech the Pre- 
tended Reform’d to confider, we 
make ufe of no other things to ex- 
plicate the Sacrifice of the tucharift, 
but only fuch as are neceflarily iu- 
cluded in this reality of Prefence. 

<• If it lhould be asked us after this, 
how it comes' then to pafs.thfe Luthe- 
rans, who believe the real Prefence, 
fhould ncverthclefs rejeft the Sacri- 
, fice, which is according ro us, only 
a contequence of it : our anfwer is 
in one word, that this PoSirine muft 
be numbred amongft the other con- 
fcquences of the real Prefence, which 
thefe Lutheran; have not under flood , 
and which we have penetrated much 
better than they, as the Calvmfts 
themfclvcs coafefL 
• If our Explications perfuade thefe 
laft, that our .Do&rinc about the Sa- 
/• ’ ' crifice 
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crifice is included in that of the real 
prefence, they ought to fee clearly 
that this mighty difpute of the Sacri- 
fice of the Mafif which has filled fo. 
many Volumes, and oepafioned fo 
many InveStives, ought Irom hcncc- 
ferwards to be retrenched from the 
body of their controverfies, bec^nfe 
this point has not now any particular 
difficulty,. and (whicll is much, more 
important) becaufe this Sacrifice, a* 
gainft which they have fo great re- 
pugnance, is no other but ; a neccffary 
confequence and a natural explicati- 
on of a Doctrine, which, aceording to 
diem, has mvenm in ft. Let them 
now examin tbcinfelves,- and after 
this,, try before God whether they 
have fo miifch reafon, as they ima- 
gine, to withdraw themfelves from 
thole Alrars,where their fore-fathers 
received the Bread oftlife, • v. - 



SEC T. XVII. 



Ccmmnim under both kinds. 

* V ' ^ 

T 'Here remains one other Confe-, 
> quence of this JDo&'hne to be 
examined, which is, that JESVS 

CHRIST 
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CHRIST being really prefent in the 
Sacrament, the Grace and Benedi&i- 
onis not annexed to the fenfible Spe- 
cies, but to the proper fubftanceof 
his Flefla, which is living, and life- 
givingjbecaule of the Divinity which 
is united to it Upon which account, 
all thofe who believe the Real Pre- 
fence, ought not to have any difficul- 
ty tp communicate under one foie 
Species, becaufe they there receive 
all that is effential to this Sacrament, 
together with a plenitude lb fecure, 
becaufe there being now no real fe- 
paration betwixt the Body and the 
Blood, (as hath been faid) we receive 
entirely, and without divilion him, 
who is folely capable to fatiate us. 

This is the folid foundation, upon 
which the Church,, interpreting the 
precept of Communion as declared, 
we may receive the Sanctification, 
whiditnis Sacrament carries with it, 
under one fcle fpeciesjand if (he have 
reduced her Children to this foie fpc- 
cies, it was not out of difefteem of the 
other, feeing, on the contrary, Ihe 
did it to hinder thofe Irreverences, 
which the condition and negligence- 
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of people had occafioncd in thefe 
later ages, referving to her felf, the 
re-eftablifhment of communion un- 
der both kinds, according as it ft oil Id 
become more advantagious to Peace 
and Unity. 

Catholic.Divines have made it ap- 
pear %) thofe .of the pretended Re- 
formationjhbw they themfelves have 
made ufe of feveral fuch like Inter- 
pretations , in what belongs to the 
ufe of the Sacrament ; but above all 
they had reafon to remark this which 
is taken out of the 12 chap, of their 
difciplinc. Title of the Lords Supper, 
art. 7. where we find thefe words; „ 

The Bread of the Lords Suffer ought 
to be adminiftred to thofe who cannot 
drinkjrine , upon their making profa 
ftation , that it is notout of contempt, 
and endeavouring what they can pojfi- 
bly , to obviate all Scandal even by ap- 
proaching the cup as neer their mouths 
as they are able. They have judged, 
by this regulation that both fpecies 
were not, by the inflitution of JE- 
SUS CHiUST, efTentialto the Com- 
munion: otherwife they ought to 
have abfolutely refufed the Sacra- 
ment 
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ment co thofe, who could not re- , 
ceive it whole and entire, and not to 
give it them after a manner contrary 
• to that which JESVS CHRIST had 
commanded; in which cafe their dif- 
- ability would have been their excufe. 
But our Adverfaries conceived it 
would be an exceflive rigour, ffot to 
allow at leaf: one of ,the Tpecies to 
thofe, who could- not reeeive the o* 
ther \ and as this condefcendence has 
no ground iri Scripture, they mud 
acknowledge with us, the words, by 
which JESVS CHRIST propofes to 
us the two fpecies, are liable to fome 
interpretation , and that this inter- 

• pretation ought to be declared by 
the authority of the Church. 

' • But it might feem as if this article 
of their difcipline, which was made 
in the Synod of Poitiers held in the 
year 1 5*56, had been reformed by 
the Synod of Pert veil held in the 
.. . year i where it is faid' the cm * 
f any is not of opinion, . the bread (hould 
be ad»:imflred to thofe who would not 
receive the Cup • Thcfe two Synods 
ncverthelcfs are no ways oppofite. 
That of Vertueit fpeaks only of thofe 

who 
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who mil not receive the Caj-, And 
that of Poiriers of thofe only who 
cannot . In effect, notwithstanding the 
Synod of Vertueil , this Article re- 
mains in their difcipline , and 'has 
been alfo approved by a latter Synod * . 
than that of Vertue'il , by the S^nod 
of la Roc hell It] 1 571 , where this 
article was review'd, and put into that 
fkuc in which it now is. 

But fuppofing the Synods of the 
pretended Reform’d Religion had 
differed in their fentiments, it would 
• only follow that the matter in quefti- 
on regards not Faith,and that it isof 
the number of thofe, which are at 
the Churches difpofal according to 
their own Principles. 

; SECT, xvm: : 

The written and unwritten Word. 

T HERE remains nothing more 
now, but to explicate what Ca- 
tholics believe touching the Word 
of God , and the Authority of the 
Church. 

JESVS CHRIST having laid the i 
Foundation of his Church by Pleach- 
ing 
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ing.the unwritten Word was the firft 
Rule of Chriftianity ; and when the 
Writings of the Nerv Tejiment were 
added, this unwritten YVord did not . 
upon that account lofe its Authori- 
ty : which makes 1 is receive with e- 
qual veneration all that was ever 
taught by the Apoftles, whether by 
Writing^ or bv word of Mouth, as 

2 Tbcjf, 2 . St./Wnimfelfhas exprefly declared. 

* 4 . And it is a mod certain fign, a Do- 
&rinc comes from the Apoflics. when 
it is univerfally embraced by allChri- 
ftian Churches, . without any poffibi-. 
lity of fhewing its beginning. We can- 
not fchufe but receive all that is-efla- * 


blifhed after this manner, with the , 
fubmiffion due to Divine Authority^ 
and we are perfuaded thofe of the 
Pretended Reformation,who are not 
obftinate, arc in the bottom of their 
Hearts of the fame Opinion 5 it be- 
ing impoflible to believe a Do^rine, 
received from the beginning of the 
Church, can flow from any other 
fource than that of the A pottles. 
Wherefore our Adverfarics ought 
dot to wonder if we, who are careful 
to gather together all our Fathers , 

have 
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have left us, fhould conferve the Ve~ 
folitm of Tradition as well as that 
of the Scriptures. 

SECT. XIX. 

* * i 

The Authority of the Church. 

T He Church being eftabliflied by 
Gotl to be rhe Guardian of 
Scripture and Tradition, we receive 
the Canonical Scriptures from her ; 
and let our Adverfarics fay what 
they will, wc doubt not but it is her 
Authority which principally deter- 
mines them to reverence as Divine 
Books, the C amide of Canticles, which 
has fo few viable marks of a Prophe- 
tical Infpiration; the Epiftle of St. 
James , which *Lutber rejected ; and 
that of St. Jude , which might appear 
fufpe&cd becaufe of fome Apocry- 
phal Books cited in it. In hne, it 
can only be from this Authority they 
receive the whole Body of Scripture, 
which all Chriftians accept as Di- 
vine, before their reading of it has 
maae them fenfible of the Spirit of 
God in it. 

Being then infeparably bound, as 
we are, to the Holy Authority 
* of 
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• of the Church, by means of the 
Scriptures which we receive from her 
Hands, we learn T radition alfo from 
her ; and by the means of Tradition 
we learn the true fenfe of Scripture. 
Upon which account the Church 
profefles, (he tells us nothing from 
ner felf,and that fhe invents nothing 
new in her Dodtrine ; fhe does no- 
thing but declare the Divine Reve- 
lation, by the interiour Direction of 
the Holy Ghoft, who is given to her 
' . as her Teacher. _ 

That Difpute, which was raifed in 
the very time of the Apoftles, upon 
account of the Ceremonies of the • 
Law,- (hews clearly, that the Holy 
Ghoft explicates^ fiijnfelf by the , 
• - Church •, and their Adis have by the 

Method by which that firft Conteft 
was decided, taught all fucceeding A- 

S s, by what Authority all other 
ifferences are to be ended. So • t hat 
as oiten as there (hall happen any 
Difputestocaufe a Divifton amongft 
the faithful, the Church will inter- 
pofe her Authority, and her Pallors 
aflcmbled will fay after the Apoftles, 
AS* It has feemed good to -the Holy Ghofi^ 

„ and 
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and to us- And when fhe hasfpoken, . 
her Children will be taught, they 
ought not to begin again to examin 
-thofe Articles once fo refolved on 5 
but are bound humbly to receive her 
Decifions. In this we fhall follow the 
, example of St. Paul and Silas., who 
carried this firft Sentence of the Apo- 
ftles to the Faithful, and were fo far 
from permitting a new Difculfion of 
what had been decided, that, on the 
contrary, They went from place to xn s 16. 4. 
-place i teaching them to obferve the 
Ordinances of the Apoftles. ■ 

Thus it is the Children of God ac- 
quiefee in thejudgmentof the Churchy 
believing that from her Mouth they 
hear the . Oracle of the Holy Ghoft ; 
and upon account of this belief it is, 
that after having laid in our Creed, 

I believe in the Holy Ohofl , we add 

immediately , The Holy Catholic 

Church '■) by which we oblige bur 

felves to acknowledge an infallible . ; 

and perpetual Verity in the Univer- 

fal Church ,becaufe this very Church 

which we believe exiftent in all A-< 

ges, would ceafe to be the Church, if 

ihe ceafed to teach the truth revealed 

by 
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Moreover, if our Adverfaries con- 
fult their Confciences, they will find 
the Name of the Church has more 
Authority over them , than they 
dare avouch in their Difputcs ; and 
I do not think there is any one pru- 
dent Man among!! them, who find- 
ing himfelf the only Perfon of a 
Perfwafion, tho it appeared to him 
never fo evident, but would abhor 
that Singularity ; fo tme it is, that 
Men have need in thefe Matters to 
be fupported in their Tenets ? by the 
Authority of fomc Society tnat is of 
the lame Opinion with them. And 
for this reafon, God, who created 
• us, and who knows* what is moll pro- 
per for us , hath ordained for our 
good, that all Particulars Ihould be 
lubjefl to the Authority of his 
Church, which, of all other Autho- 
rities, is without doubt the bed efta- 
blifhed. In effedf, it is eftablifhed not 
only by that Teftimony, which God 
himfelf gives of it in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, but alfo by the marks of his di- 
vine Prote&ioi, which arenolefs vi- 
able in the inviolable and perpetual 
fubfilfenee of it, than in its miracu- 
lous Eftablilhment. H SECT. 
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SECT. XX. 

The Sentiments of thofe of the Pretend - 
. ed Reform'd Religion* concerning 
the Authority of the Cnmb. 

T HIS Supream Authority of the 
Church is foneceflary to regu- 
late the differences, which arife in 
matters of Faith, ana about the Serife 
of Scripture, that our Adverfaries 
themfclves, after having decryed it, 
as an unfup portable Tyranny, have 
been at laft obliged to eftabhlh it a- 
mongft themfelves. 

When thofe who are called Inde- 
*pendents, declared openly, that each 
one of the Faithful ought to follow 
' the light of his own Confcience,with- • 
out fubmitting hisjudgment to the 
Authority of any Body, or Ecclefia- 
fticalAffembly,and upon this ground 
refufed to fubmit to any Synods j , 
That of Chdrenton held 1044. cent- 
red this Do&rine upon the lame Rea- 
fons, and for the fame Inconvenien- 
cies, for which we rejeft it. This Sy- 
nod obfervcs in the firft place, that 

_ 1 • ■ 
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this Error of the Independents confiffs 
in this,that they teach, Every Church 
ought to he governed by her proper 
Laws^ without a dependance upon any 
Perj'on in Ecclefiajhcal Mattery and 
' without any Obligation to acknowledge 
the A ithority of Conferences and Synods 
for her regulation and conduct. After 
which this Synod determines, that 
tins Sect is as prejudicial to the State as 
to the Church^that it opens a door to all 
f ms of Irregularities and Extravagan- 
cies ; that it takes away dll the weans 
of applying any remedy to it ; and that 
if it tookfplace , there might be as mam 
Religions framed as Parifhes or parti- 
cular Affemblies. Thefe laft words 
fhew it is principally in matters of 
Faith, this Synod would eftablifh a 
D ependance * feeing the greateft In- 
convenience into which it obferves 
the faithful would fall by an Indepen- 
dence, is, that there wight chance to 
be as many Religions formed as Parifh- 
es. Every Church then ( according to 
the Doctrine of this Synod ) and 
much more every private Perfon, 
muft neceffarily depend, in what con- 
cerns matters of Faith, upon Come o- 
Ha thcr 
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ther fupcrior Authority, which re- 
ticles in fome Aflembly, or in forhe 
Body ; to which Authority all the 
Faithful fubmit their Judgments, For 
the Independents do not refufe to fub- 
mit to the Word of God, according 
as they think it ought to be under- 
ftood ^ nor to accept the Deciflons of 
Synods, when; after having exami- 
ned tbem,thcy judge them reafona- 
blc. What they refufe to do, is to 
fubmit their Judgments to that of 
any Aflembly for its fake; becaufe 
our Adverfaries have taught them, 
that every Aflembly, even that of 
the Unfvcrfal Church, is a Society 
of Men fubjeft to Error, and* to 
which, by confequence, a Chriflian 
ought not to fubmit his Judgment, 
that fubraiflion being only due to 
God. From this pretention of the In- 
dependents it is, thofe Inconveniences 
follow, which die Synod of Charenton 
fo well obferved. For, let a man 
make what profcflion he pleafeth to 
fubmit himfeif to the Word of God, 
if every one think he has a right to 
interpret it accordingto his own fenfe, 
and againft the Tenets of the Church 

declared 
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declared in her laft Sentence, this 
P retention mil op en a door to all forts 
of Extravagancies ; it will take away 
all the means of applying a remedy ; 
becaufe the Decifion of the Church 
is not a Remedy to thofe,tvho think 
themfelves not obliged to fubmit to 
it j in fine, it gives way to the fra- 
mfTtg 06 many Religions, not only a 6 
there are Parifhes , but alfo as there 
are Perfons. 

To avoid thefe Inconvcniencies, 
from whence the ruin of Chriftiani- 
ty would follow, the Synod of, Cba- 
renton finds her felf obliged to efta- 
blifh a Dependence in Ecclejiaftical 
Matters , and that even in Points of 
Faith 5 but this dependence will ne- 
ver hinder thofe perniciou§ confc- 
quences which the) 7 detired to pre- 
vent, if they do not, with us,eftablifh 
this Maxim, That every particular 
Church, and much more every par- 
ticular Perfon amongft the Faithful, 
ought to believe themfelves obliged 
to fubmit their private Judgment tQ 
the Authority of the Ghurcn. 

Thus we fee in the Fifth Chapter 
of the Difcipline of the Pretended 
H 3 Re* 
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Reform'd Religion, under the Tide 
of C onfiftorics, Art. 31. that going a- 
bout to prefcribe a Means to end De- 
hates 3 which .might wife upon any 
Point of Votfrine or T>if rip line, isrc, 
they ordain firft rhe Confiliory ftiall 
endeavour to apfeafe the whole without 
noife 3 and with alt the fweetnefs of the 
Word of God ; • and after having ,efta- 
blifhcd a Confiftory, a Conference, 
and a Provincial Synod, as fo many 
different degrees of Jurifdidtion, 
coming at laf? to a National Synod, 
above which, amOngft them,' there 
is no Authority, they fpeak of it in 
thefe terms. There the entire and fi- 
nal K efolutrn jhaU be giiJeH hy the 
tVord of God, to which if they refufe 
to acquiefce in every Point , and with 
an exPrefs dif avowing of their Errors', 
they jhail he cut off from the Church. 
It is manifeft tbofe of the Pretended 
Reformation do not attribute the 
Authority of this laft Sentence fo the 
Word of God taken in it felf, and 
without dependence upon the Autho- 
rity of the. Church 5 for tho this 
Word Was made *ufe of in their firft 
Judgments, yet notwithftanding they 
; per- 
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permitted an Appeal. Ic is then this 
Word as interpreted by the Sove* 
reign Tribunal of the Church, which 
gives this final Refolution , to which 
whosoever refines to fubmit in every 
Point , altho he boarf he is authori- 
zed by the Word of God , is no 
more reputed but as a profane Per- 
fbn who corrupts and abufes it. 

But the Form of thofe Letters of 
Deputation which: were addrefs’d to 
the Synod of Vitre in the year 15175 
to be obferved by. the Provinces when 
they were to fend their Deputies to 
a National Synod,has yet fomething 
more exprefs ^ it is in thefe terms. 
We promife before God to fubmit our 
[elves to all that J hall be concluded and 
refolved of in - your holy Atfembhes, to 
obey thebt) and put them in execution 
to our utmofl power ^ being perfwaded 5 
'as we are 3 that God. will prefide in it , 
and lead you by his Holy Spirit into 
all Truth and Equity^ by. the Rule of 
his Word. Here the Point is not a- 
bout receiving the Resolution of a Sy- 
nod, after they have found it to fpeak 
according ro Scripture ; they fubmit 
to it there even before it is affem- 
H 4 bled j 
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bled * and they do it becaufe they 
are perfwaded the Holy Ghoft will fre- 
fide in it . If this Perfuaiion be only 
founded upon a Human Prefumpti- 
on, can a man in confcience fromfe 
before God to fubmit to all that Jhall 
be there concluded and refolded to 
obey , and execute them to the utmoft of 
his power? And if this Perfuaiion 
has its foundation in a certain belief 
of the Afliftance which the Holy 
Ghoft gives to the Church in her fi- 
nal Dediions* Catholics themfelves 
require no more. 

So that the Proceedings of our Ad* 
verfaries fhew them to agree with us 
in this Supreme Authority, without 
which it is impofliblc ever to put an 
end to any Difficulty in Religion 5 
and tho,whilft they were deiirous to 
caft off the yoak of Obedience, they 
denied the Faithful to be obliged to 
fubmit their Judgments to th at of the 
Church, yet the neceifity of eftablifh- 
ing an Order, has fince forced them 
to grant what their firft Underta- 
kings had made them deny. 

Thcv have gone yet much further 
in the National Synod hdd at St. Foy 
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in the year 1 578. There was fome 
overture maae of: a Reconcilement 
with the Lutheran ?, by means of a 
general Form of a P/ofeJJion of Faith 
common to all their Churches , which 
was propofed to be drawn up. Thofc 
of this Kingdom were invited to fend 
to an Allembly, which was to be 
held upon this account, Vertuom fir* 
jenSy author ifed by 0;ll the faid Church - 
es* mth an ample Procuration , TO 
TREAT, AGREE UPON, AND 
DECIDE ALL POINTS OF DO- 
CTRINE, and other matters concern- 
ing that union Upon this Propofal,. 
fee in what terms the refolution of 
the Synod of St- Foy was couched- 
The National Synod of this Kingdom^ 
after having given God thanks for f ’tch 
an overture y and commended the cdre y 
diligence , andgood.advice of the fore- 
mentioned ferfons convocated , and 
APPROVING THE REME- 
DIES WHICH THEY HAVE - 
SUGGESTED,, that is to fay, prin- 
cipally that of framing a new Con- 
felfion of Faith, and to give power 
to fome certain perfons to compofe 
it, has ordai/iedy That if th&^copy of' 
H 5 the 
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the above named ConfeJJmn of Faith be 
fent in time^it fh all U examined in 
each Provincial Synod) or othermfe , 
according to the convenience of each 
Province \ and in the' mean time has 
deputed four Minified the mft expe- 
rienced in thofe ajfairsjo whm exprefs 
charge has been given to be prefent act 
the place arid day appointed) with the 
Letters and futt Procurations of all the 
Minifters , and FIder^ Deputm of the 
Provinces of this Kingdom^ at alfo of 
the Lord Vif count Turenne, todo all 
things above [aid: yea even , in cafe 
that MEANS COULD NOT BE 
FOUND OUT TO EXAMINE 
IN EVERY PROVINCE THE 
SAID CONFESSION, it fhould be 
referred to their prudence and found 
judgment to agree' and CONCLUDE 
all the points which fhali be brought in* 
to deliberation , as well TDK DO- 
CTRINE, as for other matters con- 
cerning the- benefit^ union , and peace 
of all the Churches . It was to this, 
in fine, that this Teeming tenderneis 
of Cor.fciencc of thefe pretended Re- 
fermers tended. How often have they 
repreehed to us, as a wcaknds, chat 
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Submiffion which we pay to the De- 
cifions of the Church, which, fay 
they, is nothing elfe but a company 
of men lyable to error ? and yet ne- 
vertheless, being aflembled in a Body 
in a National SynocL which repre- 
fented all die Churcnes of the pre» 
tended Reform’d in France , they are 
not afraid, by mutual confcnt, to 
leave their, faith to the arbitration of 
four men, with fo abfolute an aban- 
doning of their own Sentiments , that 
they gave them full power to change 
the very Confeflion of Faith it Self, 
which they do at this very day pro- 
pofeto the whole Chrihian world as 
a Confeflion of Faidi, which contain- 
eth nothing but the pure Word of 
God, and for which, as they Said in 
prefenting it to our Kings, an infinite 
number of people were ready to fhed 
their Blood. I leave the prudent 
Reader to make his reflections upon 
the Decree of this Synod ; and Shall 
in a few words finifh the Explication 
of the Churches Tenets. 
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SECT. XXI. 

* * 

The Authority of the Holy See of 
Rome, and of Epifcopacy. ; 

T HE Son of Gcd, being defirous 
his Church fhould be one, and 
fojidly built upon Unity, hath efta- 
bliflieci and inftituted the Primacy 
of St. Peter to maintain and cement 
it. Upon which account, we acknow- 
, Jedgthis Primacy in' the Succeffm of 
the Prince of the Apofiles, to whom, 
for this caufe, we owe that Obedi- 
ence and SubmilIion,which the Holy 
Councils and Fathers have always 
taught the Faithful. 

■ As for thofe things , which we 
know are difputed of in the Schools, 
tho the Minifters continually a lledg 
them to render this Power odious, it 
is not necefTary we fpeak of them 
here, feeing.thcy arc not Articles of 
the Catholic Faith. It is fufficient we 
ackncwledg a Head elfablilhed by 
God to conduct his whole flock in 
his paths; which thofe who love 
Concord amongfl Brethren, and Ec- 
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clefiaftical Unanimity, will moft wil- 
lingly acknowledge 
' And certainly if the Authors of 
the Pretended Reformation had lo- 
ved Unity, they would neither have , 
abolifhed Epifcopal Government , 
which was eftabliftied by JESVS 
CHtUST himfelf, and whjch we find 
in force even in the times of the Apo- 
. files; ror have defpifed the Autho- 
rity of St. Peter * s Chair, which has fo 
foil’d a Foundation in the Gofpel, and 
fo evident a fucceffion in Tradition 5 ; ; 

but they would rather have careful- 
ly conserved Epifcopal Authority, • 
which cftablifheth unity in particu- 
lar Churches, and the Primacy of 
St. Peter's Chair, which is the com- * 
moa Center of all Catholic Unity. 

SECT. XXII. 

. Conclufion of tits Treatife. 

T HIS is the Expofition of the Ca* 
tholic Do&rine, in which, that 
] might rye my felf to the moft prinr 
cipal, I nave left fomc queftions un* 
touched, which thbfe of the Pre- : 

• v tended 
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tended Reform’d Religion do not 
look upon as lawful matter for a Se- 
paration. I hope thofe of their 
Communion, who fliall impartially 
examin all the Parts of this Treatife, 
will be better difpofed by the reading 
of it, to give ear to thofe proofs up- 
on which the Faith of the Church is 
eftablifhed , and will in the mean 
time acknowledg many of our Con- 
troversies may be ended . by a fincere 
explication of our Tenets*, that her 
Dofirine is Holy, and that, accord- • 
ing to their own Principles, no one 
• of her Articles deftroys the grounds 
of Salvation. j 
If airy one (hould think fk to an- 
fwer this Treatife , he is de fired to com 
fider, that to acGomplifh his intent, 
he muft not undertake to refute the 
Do&rine contained in it, feeing my 
Defign was only to propofe it, with- 1 
out going about to prove it 5 and 
that if in fome Places I have hinted 
at fome of the reafoos which eftabliffi 
it, it is becaufe the knowledg of the 
principal reafons of a Doftrine, 
often a ncceflary part of it’s Explica- 
tion, 

It 
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It would affo be a quitting of the 
defign of this Treadfe, to, examin 
the different methods, which Catho- 
lic Divines makeufe Gf\ta,i$ablifh 
ot explicate the Do&rine of thei 
Council of Trent, and the different 
Confequences, which particular Do- 
lors have drawn from it. $ X° ul ’£ e 
any tiling folid againfl this T reafiie,-* 
arid which mav come home to the 
point,; it muft.be proved that the 
Churches Faith is not here faithfully 
expounded, and that by A£ts which 
the fame Church has obliged her felf 
‘ to receive i or elfc it mult be fhown, 
that this Explication leaves all the 
Obje&ions in their full force, and 
all the Difputes untouched; or, in. 
fine, it rnufl: be precifety fhown in 
what this Do&rine iubverts the 
Foundations of Faith. . 
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Letters and Approbations mentioned in the Advert ifement. 

A Letter from his Eminence the Card. BONA of happy 
Memory, to his Eminence the Card, de BUILLON. 

H O ricevuto il libro ii Monfignor fgefcovo di' Condom , 
che V. E.fih degnat a inviarmi , e si come Comfit la 
qualird delfavore, e mem pregio, fioji undo alia fu.i gentile^. 

\a infinite gratie e per ilfitono e per id penfiero che ft prende 
di accrefiere la mix Libraria. L'hb lettocon mentione par- 
ticolare, e psrche V. mi accenna cbe akuni h accufano di 
qnaUhe mancMet 16 , hi voluto pdrtmlamente ojfervare in. 
ehepotejfe effer 'riprefo. Md realmentje non so trovarci fe non 
materia di grandijimalodp,. perche fin^a entfare Metic quef- 
tioni fpinofe delie controverfie , con una maniera ingegnofa, fa- 
cile, e famigltare , e con tnetodo, per cost dire , geometric a da 
certi principii communi ££ approvati convince i Calvenifii, 
eli necejfnad confejfare la vet it a della' FedeCattolica. Ajji- 
curu V. E. di haver Jo lettocon mix indie ib He fodisfxttione; 
ne mi maraviglio cbe gli habbino trovato.d dire, per che tutte 
le Operc grandi, 1 e eke formontano l y or dinar io, fimpre hanno 
contradittori. Vince perb finalmente la verttd , e da’frutti ft 
connofce la qualitddeli’albero. Me ne r allegro con V A u tore, 
il quale bd dato faggio del fuogran talentocon quefia opera , t 
potrd con molte altre fervire Jodevolmente d Santa Chief a. 
Epma 19. Genn.tr 0 1672. 

A Letter from his Eminence the Cardinal SIGISMONB 
CHIGI of happy Memory, to the Abbot of Dangeau.. 

R 1 C EVE I con lafita letter a ill Libro della Efpofitiotic 
della Dottrina Cattolica del Vefcovo di Condom jnolto 
erudito e molto utile per convertiregV heretici pi it con le vive 
rsgioni , che con Vafpre^a del difeorfe. ' Par hi al Padre, ' ' 
Mafiro di S. Pahtfo, al Segretario dell Congregation 
del! Indice, e conohbi veramente,che non viera Jlato chi havejfe 
a qiucfti Padri parlato in disfavor e del medefimo. Anxi li tro- 
vai pieni di e/limatione per il medefimo : C5 1 havendo poi par ♦ 
lato con quefii Signori Cardinali della Congregation , trovai 

^ s fra 
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frd. gY dltri il Signor Cardinals Srancaccio molto inclinato a 
pregiarlo , e molto propenfa a lodarne V Autore. Onde to tengo 
ctrto eke qua ancora Monftgnpr diConiom ottenga quella lode , 
the e dovutaalla fuafatica C alia fua dottrina . Rejlo per 

utnto obligato allafua gentile\\a che mi ha dato modo di am - 
mirar la medefima ; mentre mi pare che V Autore ftringa bene 
i fuoi argument i , emoftriebiaro i punt i neiqualii divifi dif- 
cordano della Chie^a ; ne credo che il modo che tien V Autore , 
fia da condannarfi neJY efplicatione di quakke Dottrina infeg- 
nata dal Concilia di Trento, effendo pratietto da moltiScrit- 
tori & effendo da lui maneggiato molto regolatamente ; in 
eltre che Y Autore non ha havuto in mente cYinterpretare i dog- 
mi di quel Concilio ; ma folo import arli nel fuo libroefpli- 
cati perche gYherettci rejliso convinti, C2? inchiaro di tutto 
~ quello che la Santa Chiefa gYobliga di credere . DeFautorita 
del Papa, ne parlabene , e con il dovutor if petto della Sede Bp- 
man a ogni voltd che parla del capo tifwile della Chief a ; onde 
tome d dire che none t apace che di lode . Bpma $» Apr.i6j2. 

A Letter from the Rev. Father JHTACINTHVS LIBEL- 
LI, at that time Mafter of th# Sacred Palace, and now 
A. B. of Avignon, to the Card. SIG1SMOND CH1GI. 

H O Jetto il Libre del Sig. di Condom continents V Efpo - 
fitione della • Dottrina della Ckiefa. Devo infinite 
gratis d V. E. che mi habbia fatte confumare quattro hore di 
tempo s). virtuofdmente, e con tanto raio diletro. Mi b piac - 
ciuto f opr a modo, e per l' Argomento fingolare , e per le pro- 
ve , che d quello correfpondono. La Dottrina b tutta fana ne 
v'ba ombra di mane amen to. N't per me sb quello che poffa op- 
porvifi ; e fe V Autore defidsrerd che ft rijlampi in Rpma, da 
me otterrd totte le fxcoltd chegli faranno necejfarie ad effetto 
che ft riflampifenfa mutarne ne pure una par oh .D Autore che ha 
molto fogegno fi b fervito in quefla operetta del giuditio, perche 
laciate da parte le difpute, che foqliono qrnefi fempre accrefcer 
le difeordie , trovandofi di raro chi voglia cedere le prerogative 
del ingegno al compagno , hd trovato un vitro modo piu facile 
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di tr attar ctt Calvinifii id qude puo Jperarfi mggior fnttter, 
Percbe ogni volta che perdin quel mote d noflri dogmi che 
hanno fuccbiato col latte, dnoipiit volentieri s’accofiano, e 
pofia in ndafede la dottrina chebmno apprefa da loro Mafiri 
di cui la majfima principde e e/ere i nojlri dogmi orrendi C? 
incredili, fi pongono con minor paffion d'animo d cercar la veri- 
td Cattolica , she d quello a che devono efortarji accioccbe 
rineghino gli errori, percbe , come V, E. difcorreva Vatro 
giorno,la veritd Cattolica vince apprefo ogn ’ huomo prudent e 
riconofciuta d petto delT Erefia ogni volta cbe fia efaminata 
fen^a preoccupatione di fpirito. Ho prefo ardire di fare d 
y. E. quefla lunga diceria per unx sfogo del contento ch ’ 
bo’ bavuto di legere ilfudettotibro , cbe Ella hd fatto gratis 
di participarmi, e pregandola a continuarmi fimili favori h 
bacio riverentemente le vefii. Roma, 26 Aprile 1672. 

A Letter from the Bifhop and Prince of PADEPBOXJtf E 
at that time Coadjutor, and now Bifhop of Munfter, 
• to the Author. ■ ■ ** 


ad virtutem as eruditionem tiiam toti 


clique pifisritati scrnTnsndandamfuffi- 


ryvANQvAM > 

Cthl- , . _ 

dot judicium Xggis Cbriftianiffimi, quifilium fuum in [pm 
tantee fortune, genitum tibi infiituendum erudiendumque com- 
mi fit : tu tamen immortali proprii ingen iimonimento, aureo 
videlicet iUo libeBo , cui titulunjcft , Expofitio Doftrinac Ec- 
clefiae Catholics, nomen tuumpariterque Chrifiianm difci - 
plinam magic iUufirare voluifii ; eoquenon folum ab omnibus 
CatboUcis maximos plaufus tulifii/fedetiam ex ipfis betero- 
doxis verijfimas ingenii atque do ft r in* tu<£ laities exprefftfiu 
Elucttenimin admit abili iUo opufculo incredibilu quadam 
res difficile s C5 1 plxnb calefies atque diyinas explicandi fast- 
litas, & gratijfimus candor , ac verb Cbrifiima Char it as .at- 
que Benignitas , qua fedentes in tcnebris & umbra mortis 
tarn fu iv iter allicic , S’ illuminas , ac dirigis in viam pach,ut 
unus Epifcoporum ad hofies Catholic* fidei fub jugum fuave 
veriutis mittendos fittustf fatluseffe videaris. guapropter 
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ut eximi operis fru&wlongius manaret , atque per univerjam 
Germaniam, aliafque gentes fefe diffuhieret UbeUum tuum in 
Idtinum fermonem converlendi impetum cepi ; fed ubi liter a/s 
tuas nil. Cal. Maii datas perlegi , dubttavi fane utrum 
progreii oporteret, an ivcepto abfiftere , quia tenon folum * 
Gallici, fed etiam Lxtini Jemonis nitore ac elegant i a tan - 
topers poUere perfpexi , tit quicunque prater temetipfum tua 
fcripta de Gallico verier et, it pulcherrmum ingenii tui pmum 
dcformaturus potius , qudm ornaturus ejfe Videretur. Quark 
tu potiffimum effes orandus, ut factum, quem in lucent edidifii 
Jatinitaae donates. Sed quiaforfitan id tibi per oc cup at ‘tones 
non licet , S’ fiquidem tantum tibi fit otii , obfecranius es poti- 
us , ut plurafcribas, qudm ut 'fcripta convertas ; faciam id 
quod tibipergratum efe ftgnifcas, S’ ilium cui hanc provin- 
ciam dedi urgebo , ut incboata perficiat ; tibique verfionem 
libeUi tui cenfendam corrigendamque tranfmittam. Te verb, 
JPraful iUuflriJfme longeque dottijfime, maximopere fernper ob~ 
fervabo S’ amicitiam tuam ad qitam hie metis conatus If tua ' 
benignitas aditum mihi patefeett , omni officio court jludebo. 
Me, Antijles eximie , ac de Republic d Cbriftiand optimk 
merited me^ ui facias, ami, atque Serenijfmo Delphino 
cum optimis artibus atque pracept is nofir am quoque memoriam 
S’ amorem in ft ilia Dticem Montauferiummeis verbis jube 

f alver e plurimum. In Arce med ad Confuentes Luppice, Pa - 
dera S Alifonis, 3 . Ifal. ’fun. 16^3. 

A T etter from the Rev. Father RAIMvNDvS CAPI- 
SVCCHl, Matter of the Sacred Palace, to the Author. - 

I L merho fublime di V. S. Ill da me ammirato , doveva 
* efe ranch fervito nell'occaftone del dottifmo, S’ eruditift- 
titi) librd da Ui compofto in difefa della Fede Cittoliea, S 
tfddom per benefcio di tutti anebe nella lingua Italiana , on- 
de io dei/o render ftngolarifime gratie , come faccio d V. S. 

HI. dell’ ocafione, eke mi bd dato di fervirla. Sriamo tutti at. 
tendo la publtcatione di quefto belliffmo libro , per godere delle m ! 
fue nobilifnru.fmche , S io in par tied are clxvivc, e vivero \ 

fempre | 
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fempre mbitiofo di xJtri fuoi common damenti, e qui per fin e 
conogni ofequio h rivet ifco. Rpma 20. Guign, 1675. 

The Approbations of the Roman Edition Ann. 167S. 

* The Approbation of Signor MICHEL ANGELO RgCCh 
Secretary to the Congregation of I. and H. R. and 
Confultor of the Holy Office. 

Q VOD Trident in a Synodus magno fiudio afecuta eft, ut 
\doftrinam Fidei ab opinionibus , controverfiis inter 
Catbolicos emnind fecerneret, ac eandem apertius , & fignifi- 
cantius explicaret ; ac Tertullianus olim , Ht Hareticorum 
fecejionem ab Ecclefia certis prafcriptionibus improbarev, alii , 
ut principia quadam Hareticorumfif regular ad refutationem 
ipforum ingeniose contor\uerent : ea Clarifmus quoque Vir 
jacobus Benigntts Bofuet, Gondomi Epifcopus^prxftitit in hoc 
Opere, perfpicua methodo, brevi , G? adperfuxdendnm accornm- 
data, qiue quidem praclarum Au&oris ingenium refert • Quod 
Opus Italerum commoditati nunc eleganter verjum b Gal lie a 
in mxternam Unguxm prxlo } ac luce lignum exiftimo . Rpm* 
die 5. Augufii 1678. ' * . 

MICHAEL ANGELVS RICCAiS. 

The Approbation of the Reverend Father LAURENCE 
• { B RANC ATI HE LAv RE A of the Congregat. of Con* 
fift. I. Rites ; Vifit. Confultor and Qualificator of the 
Holy Office, and Bibliothecarian of the Vatican Li- 
brary, &c. 

L UC E dignum exiflim Optifcuhm , feu difeurfum Gall id 
& yiriis linguis imprejfum , nunc autem ex Gallico in 
Italicum idiomx converfum, in quo Illitfiriffimus Dominos Ja- 
cobus Benignus Bofuet Epifcopus & Topxrcx C oniomipiobili , 
fedgrxvi ac foliio Jlylo Religions Prcetenf* Reformat* Mini - ' 

«. ftros,%> Afeclx, tarn communibus Ecclefi * fundament dibus 
regulis, qudm propriis eoxundem principiis forttter perfiringit , 

. o/lcndens, non Catbolicos, ut ii Minifir i autummt, fed ipfof- 
met Miniftros,per improprias confequentias recefife xb Ecclefi * 

1 - . dogmxtibus , < 
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dogmxtibu-s , aoi**, ipfifque communibus ; ££ ex pr avis e]uf- 
nodi Scriptura vel Comiliorum intelligentiis , Catholieam 
communionem reJiquiJfe. Et fi ipfi Miniftri Catkolicorum 
ftcgUlts in Conciliis , prafertim in Tridentino fundatas,abfque 
pajfione fcrutarentur,proculdubio , cx Xfci auxilto , ad fanftam 
redirent unitatem ; G? difcurrens per fingulas controverfias 
fuaviierjmfcd pilmxri'c id exequatur. Datum in Convent u 
SunBorum XU. Apoftolorum. Roma die 2<j. fulii 1678. 
F. 'LAVRENTIVS DE LABILE A MIN. CONVENT!)- 
ALlS. 

The Approbation of the Abbot Stephen Gradi. 

• 

L EG I diligent erfi^ ftudiosb egregium fummi Viri Jaco- 
bi Benigni Condomenfis Antiftitit Opus , in fermonem 
ltalicum fi deliter eleganterque converfitm, quo Docirina Ec- 
clefix breviter , enucleate , luculenter exponitur. Jndeque fie 
affettus animo difceji , ut legentes optima quaque,atque a fan a, 
dottrina , tffumma. rat tone optime paratr, falent difcedere , 
ut non alia Je dicluros, nec aliter lotuturos, fi ad ftribendum de 
talibus ft contulijfenty exiftiment . Super pmnia verb me cepit 
ScriptoriijUt ita dicatn,fobrietas in dciettu rertimguas prom it, 
dutn circumcifis , qua lites extendere , C meliori caufx invidi- 
am conflare nata funt , ipfam veritatis arcem cxptffit, tutam - 
que, £? inaccejfum prxftat‘, totus in rede conftituendo con- 
troverfia ftatu , quam ea re diyidicatu facilem , ££ expeditam 
efficit. Nunc itaque librum,fime audient, qutbus concordi 
Ecclefia Chrifliana , £? falva fua ipforum anima opus eft, di- 
urna neQurnaque manv verfare non definent ; neque non fieri 
pot eft, ne eos diverfa d Fide orthodoxs J, entire non pigeat , pu - 
deatque. 

■ Ita fentio ego STEPH ANUS GRADTUS S.Congr. 

Indicts Confultor. & Biblioth. Vatic. Prxf. 
Imprimatur fi videbitur geverenclif. P.S. P. Apoft.Mxgif tro. 

J. DE ANGELIS, Archiy?. Urb. Vicelger. 
Imprimatur, F. RAIMUNDUS CAP1SUCCU3, Ord. 
Praed. S. P. A. MagiAer. ; 

The 
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TheBreefof our Holy Father Pope Innocent the XL 

V Ener&bilis Frxterjalutem Etf apoftolicam benedi&ionenu 
Libellusde Catholic# Fidei Expofitione d fraterni- 
tate tua ccmpofitus, nobifque oblatus , eadoftrina eaque metbo- 
do ac prudent ia fcriptus eft, ut psrfpicua brevitatekgentes do- 
ceat, C? extorqusre pojfit , etiim ab inv it U, Catholic^ veritatit 
confefionem. Itaque nonfolumd nobis commendari, fedab 
omnibus legi, atque in pretio haberi meretur . Ex eofane 
non mediocre s in orthodox* Fidei propagations , qu* nos 
prxcipub cur a intentos ac folicitos, habet, militates redunda- 
turns, Deo bene )uvante, confidimus : ac vetus interim nof- 
tra de tua virtute ac pietate opinio comprobatur , magno cim 
incremento Jpei jampridem fufiept* fore ut inflitutioni.m* 
credits, eximia,hoc eft paterna, avitaque prxditus indole 
DELVHINVS, eamd te hauriat difciplinam, qua maxim'e 
informxtum ejfe deeet Chriftianifimi Regia ft Hum, in aiiem 
und cum floremijfmo regno , Catholic * Religion is defenfio 
perventura eft : idque perenni cum Regis ipfius decore , qui i 
Fraternitatem tuam inter tot egregios viros, quibus Gallia 
abundat, ad opus potiftimum elegit , in quo public a fa lie it a- 
tit fundamenta jacerentur ; cum divino doceamur Oraeulo, 
patrit gloriam efefilium fapientem. Tuperge alacrtter in J 
incepto, ad quod inchare te, prxxer alia , magnopere debet, qui 
jamapparet laborum, atque induftri* tux fruftus. Audi- 
mus.enim & quidem ex omnium fermone, ac magno cum ani- 
mi noftri folatio inter tot prementia mala auditnus, DEL- 
PHI NVM ip(um magno adomnem virtutem impetu ferri , $ 
pariapietat it atque ingenii documenta prxbere, lUud tibipro 
1 certo afftrmamus, nulla in re devincire te arftius pojfe pater - 
nam noftram erga tevoluntatem, qudm in regio adolefcente 
bon it omnibus , C? Rege maxim dignit artibus imbuendo, 
ut it adulta pofted atate, Barbaras gentes E5 1 Cbriftkni j 
nominit inimicas,quas Parentem inclytum reddita Europx 
pace , G? tranflxtU in Orientem inviftit armit hnperio 
latb Juo adject urum fperamus, viitor C? ip ft fxnttifitnit legi- 
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bus, mribufque componat. Devotionem interim atque 
obfervantiam qiurn erga fan ft am bane Seim, nofque ipfos, qui 
in ea Catholic* Ecclefia immerito prafidemus, tune ad nos li- 
ter* luculenter declarant , mutux charitatU affeftu compkfti - 
mur, cu)us prof eft d in occafionibus qu* fe dederint Frazerni- 
tatitux argumenta non decrunt,tibique Apsfiolicam beneiifti - 
onem peramanter impertimur. Datum Rom*, apud S. Petrum 
fub annulo Pifcatorit, die 4. fanuarii 1679. Pontificates no- 
ftri anno 3. MARIvS SPINVLA. And on the out-fide, 
Penerabili Fratri facobo, Epifcopo Condomenfi. 

The foregoing Teftimonies rendred Englifh. , 

A Letter from bis Eminence the Cardinal BO- 
NA of happy Memory, to his Eminence the 
Cardinal deBUILLON- 

I Have receiv’d the R.Bijhop of Condom' sBook, 
which your Eminence did me the Honour 
to fend me 5 and as I am fenfible of the Qua- 
lity of thisJFavour,'and effceem my felfmuch 
honoured by it} fo I render you mvmofi: cor- 
dial thaftks ? as well for the Prefentj as for the 
care you take to encreafe my Library. I have 
read it with a particular attention } an<| becaufe 
your E. tells me, there are fome who find fome 
fault in it, I endeavour’d expreflv to obferve in 
what it might be worthy of reprehenfion. But 
really I could not find any thing in it, but 
^rnattcr of great Commmendation } feeing, 
without entring into the more difficult Quefii- 
ons in Controverfie, he makes ufe of a mod 
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ingenious, cafie, and familiar manner/ and of 
a Method, as I may fay. Geometrical, to con- 
vince the Cafoinifts by common and approved 
Principles, and to force them to confefs the Ca- 
tholic Faith. 

lean allure yourE. I found, in reading it, a 
Satisfaction which I cannot exp refs and I am 
not aftonilhed that fome have found fault with 
it; for all Works great, and above the com- 
mon level, find Perlons ftill to contradict them. 
But Truth prevails in the End, and the quali- 
ty of the Tree is known By the Fruit. I con- 
gratulate with the Author, who has by this 
Work given ns an Elfay of his great Talents, 
and may by many others render confkierable 

Service to the Church. R om> Jan. 19- 1672. 

# 

A Letter from Cardinal SIGISMOND CHIGI, 
of batty Memory , to the Abbot of DAN- 
GEAli. 

I Have received, together with your Let- 
te r , the Expoft'on of the Catholic Do- 
ctrine, compos’d bv the Bifhop of Condom. 
I have found it mil of Erudition, ana fo much 
the more proper to convert Heretics, as it pref- 
fes them with lively Rcafons , without any 
Bitternefs. I made mention of it to the Rcves 
rend Father, Mailer of the Sacred Palace, and 
to the Secretary of the Congregation dell' In- 

* dice : 
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dice : I underftood that no body. had fpokea 
againft it to thcfc Fathers, who leemed to me, 
on the contrary, full of Efteem for this Work. 
I difcourfed of it likewife to the Cardinals of 
the Congregation, and, amongft all the reft, I 
found Cardinal Branca* much enclined to 
praife the Author, and efteem the Book. So 
that I doubt not but M- de Condom will receive 
here the fame approbation, which has been 
given him every where elfe, and which is fo 
legitimately due both to his Learning, and his 
Labour. I am very much obliged to you for 
having given me the means of admiring him, 
and have perceived in this, your old and or- 
dinary goodnefs. The Author is clofe in hfs 
Proofs,and explicates very clearly the Subje& 
he treats on, m {hewing the true difference be- 
twixt the belief of CathplioL and that of t;he 
Enemies of the Church. rno not think the 
method he takes , to explicate the Do&rine 
taught in the Council of Trent, can in theleaft 
be disapprov'd ; this Method having been pra- 
£tifed by many other Writers, and being hand- 
led throughout his whole Book , with great 
Exa&nefs. Certainly it was never his Intenti- 
on to give the Interpretation of the Tenets of 
the Council, but only to deliver them in his 
Book, rightly explicated, in fuch fort that He- 
retics may be convinc'd, and efpecialiy in thole 
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things which the Holy Church obliges them to 
believe. He fpeaks perfectl y well of the Popes 
Authority, and whereever he treats of the vi* 
fible Head of the Church, he appears full of 
refpeft for the Holy See. In foe, I mufttell 
you once again, M. de Condom cannot be too 
much commended, Rome, A[ril 5. 1672. 


\A Letter from the Reverend Father HYACIN- 
THUS LIBELLI , at that time Matter of 
the Sacred Palafe , and now ArchbijnoV of 
Avignon, to the Cardinal SIGISMOND 
CHIGI. 

1 » : * 

I Have read M. de Condonfs Book, which' 
contains anExpofition of the.Doaxine of- * 
the Church. I am cxtreamly indited io 
your Eminence for giving me the opportunity 
of employing four hours Ib^profitably , and 
with fo much Pleafurc. It is tmpoffible for me 
to exprefs how much this work has pleafed me, 
both for the peculiar Excellence of the defign, 
and for the Proofs which correfpond to it. 
The Do&rine is found in all its parts ; and 
without die fmalleft fhadow of a fault. As for 
my felf, I cannot fee what can be obje 61 :ed a- 
gainft .it; and if the Author would have the 
Book Printed at Rome, I will give all the necef- 
fary Approbations, without changing a firgle . 
W 3rd. This Author, who has a great deal of 
f Wk, 
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Wit, has fhown a great deal of Judgment too * 
in thisTreatife, where, laying afide difputes^ 
which ordinarily fpeaking do but encreafe Dif- 
fentions , it being rare to find any who will 
grant the Preheminehce of Wit to their Com- 
panions- he has found out another, and more 
eafie, Method of treating with the CslviniBSy 
from which much better Fruit may be expe- 
cted. In effeCt, as foon as they can be brought 
to lay afide that horrour which they have fuck- 
ed in with their Milk, againft our Tenets, they 
come more willingly towards us, and difeover- 
ing the infincerity of that DoCtrine which they 
1 earn’d from their Matters, the principal Ma- 
. xim of which is. That our DoCtrines are hor- 
rid and incredible, they apply themfelves,with 
more tranquillity of Mind, to fearch into Ca- 
tholic Verities. ' 4*^ 

This is what they mutt be carefully exhorted 
to, fincc there is no better Method to make 
them renounce their Errors ; and your Emi- 
nence had great reafon when you lately faid. 
That Catholic Truth will always be victorious 
in the Mind of every man of Senfe, who will 
only without prejudice confiaer it in compari- 
fen with Herefy. I take the Liberty to write 
this long Di(courfc to your Eminence, not be* 
ingable to cbntain within my felt the Pleafure,. 
which the reading of this Book, you have 
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been pleafed to let me have, has afforded me. 
1 beg your Eminence will continue the like Fa- 
vours to me, Rom, 26 April, 1672. 

!A Letter from theBijhop and Prince o/PADER- 
' BORNE, at that time Coadjutor, and now 
Bijhop of Munfter, to the Author : 

T HE mod ChridianKing, when he entrud- 
ed to you the Indru&ion and Education 
of his Son, born to fo much Greatnefs, did by 
his Judgment alone lufficlently recommend 
your Knowlcdg, and your Merit to all the 
World, and all Poderity : yet you have given 
a new Ludre to your Reputation, and to the 
Chriftian Dofhine,by an immortal Monument? 
of your Worth ; I would fay, by that mod ex- 
cellent Book, whofe Title is. An Expofition of 
the VoHrine of the Catholic Church, which has 
not only gained the vad applaufe of Catholics, 
but forced the Heretics themfelves to give de- 
fended Praifes to your Judgment, and Erudi- 
tion. In this mod admirable Trcatife, there 
appears a mod incredible facility to unfold the 
mod difficult, the mod fublime, and mod di- 
vine things •, and at the fame time a mod win- 
ning candor, and a truly Chriftian Charity, 
and Bounty,capable to draw with fweetnefs all 
thofe who are fet in Darknefs, and in the ffia- 
dow of Death, and to enlighten, and conduft 
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them into the way of Peace : Infomuch that 
you feem to be chofen among# the Bishops, to 
jeduce the Enemies of Catholic Faith under 
the eafie Yoak of Truth. To the endthereforc 
the effects of this great work might be the more 
extended, and might fpread it Telf throughout 
all Germany , and among# other Nations,! had 
formed to my felf a defign of having it put into 
Latin 5 but after having read your Letter of the 
24^. of Aprils I had a doubt whether I ought 
to proceed any further in it, or quit my defign, 
becaufe I perceived you were as perfect a Matter 
of the .Lm# Tongue, as of the French ; and that 
you writ it with fo much Purity, that if any 
other fhould undertake to tranflate vour 
Works, inftead of adorning thofe curious Pro- 
ducts qt your Wit, he might on the contrary 
diferedit them. You ought th£ rather there- 
fore to be defired to put what you have pub- 
lifhed your felf in Latin. But feeing that per- 
haps you have not leifure, and, if you had, it 
would be much better you fhould be employ- 
ed in the Compofition of more new JVorles, 
than in the tranflation of thofe you have alrea- 
dy Compofed ^ becaufe you admit of it, I will 
haften him, to whom I have committed it, to 
finifh what he has begun ; and will fend you 
the Verfion of your own Book, that you may 
review and cor reft it vour felf. What remains 
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feme, is always . infinitely to honoin y 0 ur * 
Vertue and Learning, and to make it my en- ■ 
deavour to cultivate mat Friendfhip, whicn my 
care of the Verfion, andyopr Bounty have gi- 
ven fb favourable a beginning to. Continue * 
(till to love me, mod worthy Prelate, v r ho ferve 
the Church fo well, and while you give the 
Dauphin fo many excellent inftru&ions, con- 
trive for me a place in the remembrance and 
affection of fo great a Prince. Give, if you 
pleafe, my moff humble Service to the Duke 
de Montaufier. In my Caftle, at the Confluence 
of the Lippe^he Padere.md the Alife. the iqth. 
of May , l6y$. 

A Letter from the Reverend Father R AIMUN- 
DUS CAPISUCCHI, MaPer of theSacred 
&. $a!ace~ to the Author . **•+ : ‘ 

.KFkx having admired with all others fo 
** fublime a defert as yours 5 1 muft alfo 
Ihew the particular Inclination I have to ferve 
you, occafioned by that excellent -and learned 
Work you have compofed for the deferice of 
the Catholic Faith, and which has been lately 
mandated into Italian-, for its farther fpreading. 
Iam indebted to you an infinite acknowledge 
ment for having afforded me an Occafion of 
rendring you fome Service; weare all of us 
here in great expectation of the publiflung of 


this excellent piece, that we may enjoy the fruits 
of your Labours. No body will have a great- 
er fatisfaction than my-felf, who do, andfhall 
always feel an ardent defire to render my felf 
worthy of the honour of your Commands. I 
end withafluring you of my Refpeas.- Rome, 
no June, 1675. . v 

The Approbations of the Roman 
Edition, Anno 1678. 

' The Approbation of Signor MICHEL ANGE- 
LO RiCCl, Secretary to the Congregation of 
I. and H. R. and Conjultor of the Holy Office, 

W Hat the Council of Trenthas with 
great care performed, in making an 
entire fcparation betwixt Articles of Faith,Opi- 
nions,and Difputes of the Schools ; and expli- 
cating the fame Do&tine&^of Faith in more 
clear and fignificant Tehnsi • what T ’ertullian 
had formerly done, in confirming the depar- 
ture of Heretics from the Church by feveral 
Prefcriptions *, what others have pradifed, . 
whilft they ingenuoufly combated Heretics by 
their own Principles and -Rules *, the fame has 
the Right Reverend Jams Benign Bojfuet Bi- 
Ihop of Condom performed in this Work, in a 
clear and fhort Method, proper to perfwade 5 
manifefling to id the admirable parts of the 
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Author. Which work being now for the con- 
venience of the Italians :, elegantly translated out 
of French, into our Mother Language, I efteem 
worthy to be Printed and Pubmhcd. Rome, 
Auguft the $th. 1678. 


The Approbation of the Reverend Father LAU- 
RENCE BRANCATI de LAUREA, 
of the Congregate ofiCbnfiJh- L Rjte$ 5 Vifit, 
Confultor And Qualify ator of the Holy Office, 
and Bibliothecarian of the Vatican libra- 
ry, &c. 

I Efteem mod worthy its being publifhed 
the little Treatife or Difcoorfe, Printed in 
French and Several other Languages, and 
at prefent Tranflated out oi French into Italian , 
in which the moft Illuftrious James Benign 
Boffuet Biihop and Lord of Condton does force- 
ably combat in a Noble, Grave, and Solid Stile, 
the” Ministers of the Pretended Reform’d Reli- 
gion and their followers, as well by the com- 
mon and fundamental Rules of the Church, 
as by their own Principles , fhowing, that it is 
not Catholics, as thofe Minifters imagine, but 
the MMIftcrs themfelves, who bv drawing un- 
natural Confequences,have receded from thofe 
Tenets which are common to them and us, and 
by taking the Scriptures and Councils in a 
wrong fenfe^ have feparated themfelves from 
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the Catholic Church. But if they would ex- 
amin without pafiion the Rules of Catholics 
grounded upon their Councils, and efpecially 
upon tlia^of Trent, they would without doubt, 
by the Grace of God, return again to a Holy 
Unity : all which this Author {hows them in a 
moft pleafing, and no lcfs convincing manner, 
running through all the points of Controverfie. 
Given in the Convent of the Twelve Apoftles 
at Rome, the 15. July, 1678. 

E Laurentius de Lama , Min. Conventual ^ . 

The Affrobation of theMbot Stephen Gradi. 

I Have with diligence and application read 
the excellent Work of the Lord James Be- 
nign Bojfuet , Bifhop of Condom, faithfully and 
elegantly Ttanflated into Italian, where the 
Doftrine of the (Mlrch is, explicated after a 
manner both concife, clear, and full And it 
wrought the fame Impreflion in me, which or- 
dinarily thofe nobler fort of Writings, which 
are the products of a found Doctrine and folid 
Reafon,do in their Readers, when they are con- 
vinc’d they could not have faid any thing more 
to the purpofe, nor fpoken otherwife, if they - 
had undertaken to write of the lame Subjea. 
But what Tranfported me the mofl was^ that 
Wifdomand Moderation of the Author in the 
choice of thofe things which he aflerts; he re- 
trenches 


Digitized by Google 



* '* ' ( i88 ) 

trenches all thofe tilings which ferve only to 
lengthen Difputes, and render a good Caufe 
odious, and betakes himfelf to Truth alone, as 
to a ftrong hold, which he renders not only 
fecure but inacceffable: applying himfelf whol- 
ly to eftabliih the true hate of the Queftion, 
which by that means is rendred clear and ea- 
fie to be judged of. Upon which account, all 
thofe, if they will believe me, who are con- 
cerned for tne Peace of the Church, or the 
Salvation of their Souls, ought day and night 
to turn over this Book ; and it is impoffible, 
but itfhould produce in them both fhame and 
forrow, for holding Tenets, contrary to t]ie 
Orthodox Faith. ** 

I am of this Opinion, ■ . \ , • 

St.O. Confnltor of the Congregation de ? In- 
' dice. Prefect of CmVatkm Library. 

Let it be Printed, if it fo pleafe the very Re- 
verend Father, Maher of the Sacred Apoftolic 
Palace.. J. at Angelas Archie p Vrh. Picefger. f 
Let it be Printed, , 

' K Ramundm Cafifuccus OrcL Pred.S.T-A* 
Magifler. 
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The Brief of our Holy Father Pope Innocent XI. 

V Enerable Brother, Health and Apollolical Bene- 
di&ion. Your Book of the Exposition of the Ca- 
tholic Faith , lately prefented to us, contains fuch Do- 
ttrine, and is compofed in fuch a Method, and with fo 
much Prudence, that it is thereby rendred proper to 
inftruft the Readers clearly in few Words, and to extort, 
even from the unwilling, a Confeffion of the Catholic 
Faith. For which Reafonc we da not only think it wor- 
thy our Commendation,but alfo to be read and cftecra’d 
by all. We hope, this Work, by the Grace of God, will 
bring forth much Fruit, and will not a little help to pro- 
pagate the Orthodox Faith, which is our continual Care, 
and principal Sollicitude. And in the interim, we are 
more and more confirmed in that good Opinion we have 
always had of your Vertue and Piety, and w® feel an in- 
crease of tbofe Hopes which we had long fince formed 
in our felves, of the Education of the Dauphin of France , 
and that he wmus intrufted to your Care, and endowed 
with Inclinations worthy-.-fche King his Father, and aH his 
Anceftors, will receive from you tbofe Tnftru&ions 
which are proper to the Son of, a moft Chriftian King, 
whole Birth entitles him both to fo flourifhing a King- 
dom, and at the fame time to be a Proteftor of the Ca- 
tholic Religion. And this King, who has cholen you 
amongftfomany Great Men, with which France flou- 
rilhes at this time, to fo great a Province, as is the laying 
the Foundations of a Public Happinefs, will no doubt 
receive an Eternal Glory from the good Succefs of your 
Care, according to that Oracle of Scripture, which 
tells ns, That a wife Son is the Glory of his Father . Con- 
tinue then to go forwards chearfully in fo important a 
Work, efpecially fince you have before your Eyes fuch 
mighty Fruits of your Indullry. For we hear, and that 
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from all Parts, and we cannot but fee! an excels of Jo 
and Confolation, aqiidft our many Troubles, when w 
hear, how this young Prince is (Tarried on to Vertue witJ 
a noble Fervour, and 'daily gives new Teftimonies o 
Prudence and, o r Pirtyi- This we can aflure you, tha 
nothing is capao.e of endearing our Paternal AffeCtioi 
to you more, than thus to employ your utmoft Gare t< 
infpire into this young K ings Mind thofe Maxims whicl 
make a mighty King; that in a ri^er Age, being happ] 
and victorious, like the King his Father.he may regular 
by Holy Laws, and reduce to Chriiiian Manners, Barba 
rous Nations, and Enemies of the Name of Chriftian 
as we hope to fee them Ihortly fubdu’d to the Empire 
of this Great King, fince Peace being reftqred to Europe 
he has fo fair an opportunity to transfer his Victorious 
Arms into the Eafi. To conclude, Aflure your felf, the 
Submiflion and RefpeCt which your Letters fhow you to 
have towards the Apoftolic See, and Us, who now pof- 
fefs it, tho unworthy, for the Government of the Ca. 
tholic Church, find in Us a mutual Affection ; the Te- 
ftimonies of which, you (hall perceive, when any occafi- 
on (hall prefent it felf. With a fipcere AffeCtion we give 
you our Apoftolic Benediction. Given at Rome, at St. 
Peters, under the Fifhers Ring, the 4 tb, of January, 
1679. the Third year of our Popedom. Signed Marius 
Spinula ; and on the out-fide, To our Venerable Brother , 
James Bijkop of Condom. 
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